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PREFACE 


HE  aim  of  this  series  may  be  stated  briefly.  It  is 


.1  an  attempt  to  combine  the  advantages  of  a  general 
history  with  those  of  the  ordinary  commentary ;  the 
former  is  open  to  the  charge  that  it  does  not  make  the 
reader  familiar  with  the  language  of  the  Bible  ;  while  the 
latter  is  too  often  overloaded  with  notes,  and  does  not 
cover  sufficient  ground. 

Practical  experience  has  shown  that  the  Old  Testament 
may  conveniently  be  divided  into  five  periods,  each  con¬ 
taining  enough  matter  to  occupy  one  school  term.  With¬ 
out  laying  claim  to  any  credit  for  originality,  the  editors 
have  tried  to  keep  certain  definite  aims  in  view — the 
chronological  sequence  of  events,  the  historical  setting  of 
the  narrative,  the  use  of  the  words  of  the  Bible  wherever 
possible,  and  (in  the  later  volumes)  illustration  from  the 
Prophets  and  other  portions  of  the  Scriptures. 

In  the  present  volume  a  sketch  of  the  ground-plan  of 
the  Temple  and  adjacent  buildings  has  been  included. 
Frequent  reference  should  also  be  made  to  good  maps, 
and  the  editors  particularly  recommend  Murray's  Handy 
Classical  Maps,  Palestine. 

The  reader’s  attention  is  to  be  drawn  to  the  two  Indexes  : 
in  the  first  will  be  found  sufficient  information  about  all 
geographical  names  ;  and  constant  use  of  the  second  will 
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save  much  unnecessary  labour  in  hunting  up  notes  and 
facts  that  have  escaped  the  memory. 

The  Rev.  C.  Mayne  has  once  more  earned  the  gratitude 
of  the  editors  by  reading  through  both  manuscript  and 
proof,  and  making  valuable  suggestions. 

A  list  of  the  principal  works  of  which  the  editors  have 
made  use  in  compiling  this  volume  is  given  on  p.  ix.  To 
the  authors  of  these  works  they  gratefully  acknowledge 
their  obligations. 
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*  The  “  civil  "  year  is  the  older  Hebrew  year,  which  began  in 
autumn.  But  in  early  days,  before  the  Exile,  the  Babylonian 
calendar,  by  which  the  year  began  in  spring,  was  also  in  use  in 
Palestine.  This  latter  calendar  was  adopted  for  ritual  purposes, 
and  the  festivals  were  arranged  according  to  it.  Therefore  the  year 
according  to  this  computation  is  called  the  “sacred  "  year.  Where 
two  names  are  given  for  a  month  the  first  is  of  Canaanite,  the 
second  of  Babylonian,  origin. 
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[N.B. _ These  dates  are  taken  from  Ottley's  Short  History 

of  the  Hebrews.  Founders  of  a  new  dynasty  are  printed  in 

italics.] 
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INTRODUCTION 

Sources  of  the  History  of  the  Period 

(a)  The  Books  of  the  Kings. — These  two  books,  originally 
one,  must  have  been  reduced  to  their  present  form  after 
the  release  of  Jehoiachin  from  captivity  in  561  b.c.  (2  Kings 
xxv.  27-30).  It  is  probable  that  an  earlier  edition,  con¬ 
taining  the  greater  part  of  the  material,  was  produced  at 
the  end  of  the  seventh  century,  after  the  discovery  of 
“  the  Book  of  the  Law,”  in  621  b.c.  Much  of  the  material 
is  undoubtedly  derived  from  older  sources,  some  of  which 
are  actually  mentioned  by  name,  viz.  the  Book  of  the 
Acts  of  Solomon,  the  Book  of  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings 
of  Israel,  and  the  Book  of  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of 
Judah.  Besides  these,  the  editors  appear  to  have  used 
other  records  and  narratives,  relating,  e.g.,  to  the  Temple 
and  the  lives  of  the  prophets.  The  final  compilation 
(called  by  modem  critics  a  “  prophetical  ”  work,  as  con¬ 
trasted  with  “  priestly  ”  literature  of  a  later  date)  was 
made,  not  from  an  historical  or  scientific,  but  a  religious 
point  of  view,  with  the  result  that,  while  important  reigns 
are  passed  over  in  a  few  verses,  many  chapters  are  devoted 
to  such  subjects  as  the  building  of  the  Temple  and  the 
stories  of  Elijah.  The  older  sources  are  fitted  into  an 
editorial  framework  ;  certain  formulae  and  phrases  are 
inserted  regularly  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  each  reign  ; 
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and  the  accession  of  each  king  is  dated  by  a  reference 
to  the  number  of  years  since  the  accession  to  the  throne 
of  the  king  of  the  sister-state,  Judah  or  Israel,  as  the  case 
may  be.  While  this  system  of  chronology  cannot  be 
relied  upon  as  accurate,  it  is  clear,  from  our  knowledge 
gained  from  the  monuments  and  from  the  study  of  critical 
principles,  that  in  the  Books  of  the  Kings  we  have  reached 
a  much  higher  standard  of  historical  truth  than  is  presented 
in  Judges  or  even  the  greater  part  of  Samuel. 

(b)  The  Books  of  the  Chronicles. — This  work  is  of  very 
much  later  date  than  Kings.  It  was  written  after  the 
return  from  Exile,  perhaps  about  350  b.c.  It  contains  a 
version  of  pre-Exilic  history  revised  to  suit  the  “priestly ’* 
ideas  of  its  compilers  :  its  chief  features  are  its  statistical 
details,  exaggerated  numbers,  and  the  importance  it 
attaches  to  the  Temple,  its  services  and  ministry,  and  the 
history  of  Judah  as  contrasted  with  that  of  Israel.  “  It 
does  not  seem  possible  to  treat  the  additional  matter  in 
Chronicles  as  strictly  and  literally  historical  ”  (Driver’s 
Introd.  to  the  Lit.  of  the  O.T. ). 

(c)  The  Monuments  and  Contemporary  History. — These 

supply  the  material  by  which  the  Hebrew  chronology  can 
be  checked  and  corrected.  Of  especial  interest  are  the 
following :  (1)  the  Moabite  Stone ;  an  inscription  by 

Mesha,  King  of  Moab,  recording  his  victory  over  Ahab  ; 
(2)  the  Black  Obelisk,  on  which  Jehu,  “son  of  Omri,”  is 
represented  as  doing  obeisance  to  Shalmaneser  II.  of 
Assyria  ;  (3)  Assyrian  records  of  the  defeat  of  Syria  and 
Israel  at  Karkar  in  854  b.c.,  and  of  a  solar  eclipse,  visible 
in  Palestine,  in  763  b.c.  (See  Bible  Illustrations,  Oxford 
Univ.  Press,  PI.  vi.  and  lxxxviii.,  and  cp.  Amos  viii.  9  ; 
and  for  further  details,  App.  II.) 
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The  Value  of  the  Scripture  Narrative  to  the  Modern  Reader. 
— The  value  of  the  Scripture  narrative  is,  as  has  been  said, 
primarily  a  religious  one.  We  may  learn,  as  we  read, 
historical  lessons,  and  as  students  and  antiquarians  we 
shall  find  much  of  absorbing  interest  ;  but  it  was  originally 
written  with  a  moral  and  religious  purpose,  and  the 
Christian  of  to-day  continues  to  read  it  with  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  its  moral  and  religious  teaching.  It  carries  us 
forward  a  big  step  in  the  history  of  the  Preparation  for 
Christ  and  the  Gospel.  The  political  horizon  is  narrowed 
down  :  first  comes  the  breaking  up  of  the  Davidic  empire, 
then  the  total  eclipse  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  of  Israel. 
The  periods  which  follow  carry  the  process  further,  through 
the  downfall  of  Judah  to  the  fortunes  of  the  Jews  at 
Jerusalem,  and  so  finally  to  Christ,  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  and  the  spread  of  Christianity.  Meanwhile, 
through  and  in  spite  of  political  decay  and  failure,  we  get 
an  ever-ascending  Revelation.  The  centralisation  of 
worship,  the  vindication  of  Jehovah  against  other  gods,  the 
growing  belief  in  Him  as  the  only  God,  the  superiority  of 
moral  conduct  and  the  service  of  the  heart  over  cere¬ 
monial  formalism,  the  spiritual  teaching  of  the  prophets, 
the  gradually  crystallising  hopes  of  the  more  refined 
thinkers — these,  and  many  other  obvious  features,  un¬ 
deniably  constitute  a  revelation,  and  a  revelation  which 
is  progressive  ;  and  it  is  such  features  as  these,  clearly 
brought  out  in  the  historical  narrative  and  in  the  writings 
of  the  later  prophets,  that  distinguish  Hebrew  history  from 
the  history  of  all  other  nations  and  stamp  it  as  inspired. 


PART  I 

THE  REIGN  OF  SOLOMON 

G.  970-930  B.C. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  REIGN  OF  SOLOMON 


C.  97O-93O  B.C. 

The  Reign  of  David. — King  David,  by  his  achievements, 
earned  a  place  among  the  world’s  great  men.  He  com¬ 
pleted  the  work  begun  by  Saul  in  uniting  the  tribes  of 
Israel ;  he  established  a  permanent  capital  on  neutral 
ground  at  Jerusalem  ;  by  his  various  wars  he  extended 
the  limits  of  his  empire  to  the  river  Euphrates  ;  he  cen¬ 
tralised  national  worship  by  bringing  the  Ark  to  Jerusalem 
and  preparing  the  nation  for  the  building  of  the  Temple. 
He  was  great  as  a  warrior  and  as  a  statesman. 

The  Accession  of  Solomon. — The  events  leading  to  the 
enthronement  of  Solomon  are  somewhat  obscure,  and  may 
be  explained  by  either  of  two  theories  :  (1)  Adonijah 

was  the  true  heir  as  eldest  son,  but  the  crown  was  obtained 
by  means  of  a  court  intrigue  for  Solomon,  who  as  soon  as 
possible  got  rid  of  his  rival  and  his  opponents  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  pretended  instructions  bequeathed  him  by  David. 
(2)  As  seems  more  probable,  Adonijah  had  no  claim  to 
the  throne  as  elder  brother.  In  this  case  the  narrative 
must  be  accepted  as  straightforward  :  wishing  to  anti¬ 
cipate  any  decision  of  the  aged  king  unfavourable  to  him¬ 
self,  Adonijah  plots  to  settle  the  succession  by  a  coup 
d'etat ;  the  plot  is  discovered,  and  David  is  persuaded  to 
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act  with  vigour  ;  Solomon  is  enthroned,  and,  if  the  text 
be  accepted,  presently  receives  David’s  instructions,  which 
before  long  enabled  him  to  take  summary  vengeance  on 
his  personal  enemies.  On  this  supposition  the  blood¬ 
thirsty  nature  of  David’s  last  charge  must  be  explained  as 
due  to  the  imperfect  morality  of  his  time,  altogether 
opposed  to  Christian  teaching,  but  in  keeping  with  oriental 
notions  of  just  vengeance  such  as  we  find  earlier  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Amalekites,  and  later  in  the  “  minatory  ” 
passages  of  the  Psalms. 

Still  a  third  alternative  is  to  regard  the  whole  passage 
as  of  late  origin  (see  vol.  iii.  p.  173). 

The  Reign  of  Solomon . — His  reign  possesses  prominent 
features,  favourable  and  unfavourable.  It  was  a  reign 
of  peace  marked  by  a  great  display  of  wealth  and  military 
power.  His  most  permanent  work  was  the  Temple. 
Alliances  were  concluded  with  Egypt  and  Phoenicia ; 
fortresses  were  erected  at  Hazor,  Megiddo,  Beth-horon, 
Gezer,  Tamar,  and  Baalath ;  the  army  was  increased, 
and  strengthened  by  the  introduction  of  horses  from 
Egypt.  The  empire  was  maintained  almost  intact.  It 
was  an  age  of  apparent  peace  and  prosperity ;  but  the 
seeds  of  disruption  were  being  sown  and  were  growing 
apace.  Not  only  do  we  read  of  the  “  adversaries  ”  who 
were  raised  up  in  the  persons  of  Hadad,  Rezon,  and 
Jeroboam,  but  we  can  see  clearly  that  Solomon’s  adminis¬ 
tration,  outwardly  so  successful,  was  directly  responsible 
for  the  revolt  which  broke  out  after  his  death. 

David  had  been  beloved  by  his  people  ;  Solomon  alien¬ 
ated  them  by  his  extravagance  and  by  the  behaviour  of 
his  court.  His  architectural  glory  was  paid  for  by  political 
disaster ;  his  system  of  organised  forced  labour  and  taxation 
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alienated  the  masses,  and  his  preference  for  Judah  started 
once  more  the  bitter  tribal  jealousy  which  had  so  long 
made  a  united  Israelite  state  impossible.  His  wealth  was 
delusive,  because  it  did  not  imply  a  contented  people. 
Peace,  indeed,  continued  throughout  the  reign,  but  it 
fostered  social  and  economic  weakness.  Even  the  naval 
enterprise,  of  which  so  much  is  made,  came  to  a  sudden 
end  ;  it  was  not  till  the  days  of  the  Exile  that  the  Jews 
became  really  a  commercial  people. 

The  Wisdom  of  Solomon. — The  famous  story  of  the 
“  Judgment  ”  of  Solomon  and  the  impression  he  made 
upon  the  Queen  of  Sheba  illustrate  the  reputation  he 
acquired  for  the  kind  of  “  wisdom  ”  which  was  highly 
valued  in  the  East.  This  wisdom  consisted  chiefly  of 
proverbial  sayings  and  shrewd  answers  to  difficult  questions. 
After  Solomon’s  time  there  sprang  up  much  “  wisdom  ” 
or  “  sapiential  ”  literature,  which  was  attributed  to  him 
in  the  same  way  as  Psalms  were  attributed  to  David  :  it 
was  a  natural  convention,  and  cannot  in  any  way  be 
termed  a  literary  forgery.  In  the  Old  Testament  we  have 
The  Proverbs,  many  of  which  may  have  been  uttered  by 
Solomon  ;  Ecclesiastes  and  Song  of  Solomon  (R.V.  Song 
of  Songs),  both  of  which  are  probably  of  very  late  date  ; 
and,  in  the  Apocrypha,  Ecclesiasticus  and  the  Wisdom  of 
Solomon,  also  late  works.  This  “  wisdom  literature  ”  is 
important,  not  only  for  the  definite  moral  instruction  that 
it  conveys,  but  also  because  it  shows  us  an  aspect  of 
the  Eastern  mind  to  which  the  Western  races  are  alto¬ 
gether  unaccustomed. 
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THE  FATE  OF  SOLOMON’S  ENEMIES 


THE  REIGN  OF  SOLOMON 

I.  The  Ambition  and  Death  of  Adonijah 

1  Kings  ii.  12-25 

11.  12.  Then  sat  Solomon  upon  the  throne  of  David  his 
father  ;  and  his  kingdom  was  established  greatly. 

Adonijah' s  dangerous  request. — 13.  And  Adonijah  the 
son  of  Haggith  came  to  Bath-sheba  the  mother  of  Solomon. 
And  she  said,  Comest  thou  peaceably  ?  And  he  said, 
Peaceably.  14.  He  said  moreover,  I  have  somewhat  to 
say  unto  thee.  And  she  said,  Say  on.  15.  And  he  said, 
Thou  knowest  that  the  kingdom  was  mine,  and  that  all 
Israel  set  their  faces  on  me,  that  I  should  reign  :  howbeit 
the  kingdom  is  turned  about,  and  is  become  my  brother’s  : 
for  it  was  his  from  the  Lord.  16.  And  now  I  ask  one 
petition  of  thee,  deny  me  not.  And  she  said  unto  him 
Say  on.  17.  And  he  said,  Speak,  I  pray  thee,  unto  Solomon 
the  king,  (for  he  will  not  say  thee  nay,)  that  he  give  me 
Abishag  the  Shunammite  to  wife.  18.  And  Bath-sheba 
said,  Well ;  I  will  speak  for  thee  unto  the  king. 

Punished  by  Solomon  with  death. — 19.  Bath-sheba  there¬ 
fore  went  unto  king  Solomon,  to  speak  unto  him  for 
Adonijah.  And  the  king  rose  up  to  meet  her,  and  bowed 
himself  unto  her,  and  sat  down  on  his  throne,  and  caused 
a  seat  to  be  set  for  the  king’s  mother  ;  and  she  sat  on  his 
right  hand.  20.  Then  she  said,  I  desire  one  small  petition 
of  thee  ;  I  pray  thee,  say  me  not  nay.  And  the  king  said 
unto  her,  Ask  on,  my  mother  :  for  I  will  not  say  thee  nay. 
21.  And  she  said,  Let  Abishag  the  Shunammite  be  given 

12.  For  the  events  leading  np  to  the  accession  of  Solomon,  see 
pp.  3,  4,  and  vol.  iii.  p.  168  sea. 

13.  Bath-sheba.  The  importance  of  the  queen-mother  is  notice¬ 
able  throughout  the  books  of  the  Kings,  and  corresponds  to  the 
general  usage  of  Eastern  courts. 

15.  the  Lord,  here  as  elsewhere,  is  printed  in  capitals  when  it 
represents  the  word  Jehovah  (or  Yahweh),  the  Name  which  was 
believed  to  have  been  specially  revealed  to  Moses. 

17.  give  me  Abishag.  A  presumptuous  request,  as  the  wives  of 
the  late  king  belonged  of  right  to  his  successor.  Accordingly 
Solomon  interpreted  it  as  a  claim  to  the  throne. 
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to  Adonijah  thy  brother  to  wife.  22.  And  king  Solomon 
answered  and  said  unto  his  mother,  And  why  dost  thou 
ask  Abishag  the  Shunammite  for  Adonijah  ?  ask  for  him 
the  kingdom  also  ;  for  he  is  mine  elder  brother  ;  even  for 
him,  and  for  Abiathar  the  priest,  and  for  Joab  the  son  of 
Zeruiah.  23.  Then  king  Solomon  sware  by  the  Lord, 
saying,  God  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  Adonijah  have 
not  spoken  this  word  against  his  own  life.  24.  Now  there¬ 
fore,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  which  hath  established  me,  and 
set  me  on  the  throne  of  David  my  father,  and  who  hath 
made  me  an  house,  as  he  promised,  Adonijah  shall  be  put 
to  death  this  day.  25.  And  king  Solomon  sent  by  the 
hand  of  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada;  and  he  fell  upon 
him  that  he  died. 


II.  The  Fate  of  Abiathar,  Joab,  and  Siiimei 

1  Kings  ii.  2846 

The  expulsion  of  Abiathar  from  the  priesthood. — 26.  And 
unto  Abiathar  the  priest  said  the  king,  Get  thee  to  Anathoth, 
unto  thine  own  fields  ;  for  thou  art  worthy  of  death  :  but 
I  will  not  at  this  time  put  thee  to  death,  because  thou 
barest  the  ark  of  the  Lord  God  before  David  my  father, 
and  because  thou  hast  been  afflicted  in  all  wherein  my 
father  was  afflicted.  27.  So  Solomon  thrust  out  Abiathar 
from  being  priest  unto  the  Lord  ;  that  he  might  fulfil  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  concerning  the  house  of 
Eli  in  Shiloh. 

The  execution  of  Joab. — 28.  Then  tidings  came  to  Joab  : 
for  Joab  had  turned  after  Adonijah,  though  he  turned  not 
after  Absalom.  And  Joab  fled  unto  the  tabernacle  of  the 
Lord,  and  caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar.  29.  And 

22.  Abiathar  and  Joab  had  sided  with  Adonijah  in  his  unsuccess¬ 
ful  attempt  to  secure  the  succession  for  himself  (i.  5  seq.  ;  vol.  iii. 
p.  168). 

24.  made  me  an  house,  i.e.  “  established  my  dynasty.” 

25.  Benaiah.  One  of  David’s  famous  Thirty  Knights  (vol.  in. 
pp.  139,  140). 

26.  barest  the  ark,  i.e.  when  David  retired  from  Jerusalem  at 
the  time  of  Absalom’s  rebellion  ;  cp.  2  Sam.  xv.  24-29. 

27.  the  word;  cp.  1  Sam.  ii.  31-36. 
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it  was  told  king  Solomon  that  Joab  was  fled  unto  the 
tabernacle  of  the  Lord  ;  and,  behold,  he  is  by  the  altar. 
Then  Solomon  sent  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  saying, 
Go,  fall  upon  him.  30.  And  Benaiah  came  to  the  taber¬ 
nacle  of  the  Lord,  and  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith  the  king, 
Come  forth.  And  he  said,  Nay  ;  but  I  will  die  here.  And 
Benaiah  brought  the  king  word  again,  saying,  Thus  said 
Joab,  and  thus  he  answered  me.  31.  And  the  king  said 
unto  him,  Do  as  he  hath  said,  and  fall  upon  him,  and  bury 
him  ;  that  thou  mayest  take  away  the  innocent  blood, 
which  Joab  shed,  from  me,  and  from  the  house  of  my 
father.  32.  And  the  Lord  shall  return  his  blood  upon 
his  own  head,  who  fell  upon  two  men  more  righteous  and 
better  than  he,  and  slew  them  with  the  sword,  my  father 
David  not  knowing  thereof,  to  wit,  Abner  the  son  of  Ner, 
captain  of  the  host  of  Israel,  and  Amasa  the  son  of  Jether, 
captain  of  the  host  of  Judah.  33.  Their  blood  shall  there¬ 
fore  return  upon  the  head  of  Joab,  and  upon  the  head  of 
his  seed  for  ever  :  but  upon  David,  and  upon  his  seed,  and 
upon  his  house,  and  upon  his  throne,  shall  there  be  peace 
for  ever  from  the  Lord.  34.  So  Benaiah  the  son  of  J ehoiada 
went  up,  and  fell  upon  him,  and  slew  him  :  and  he  was 
buried  in  his  own  house  in  the  wilderness.  35.  And  the 
king  put  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  in  his  room  over  the 
host  :  and  Zadok  the  priest  did  the  king  put  in  the  room 
of  Abiathar. 

The  execution  of  Shimei. — 36.  And  the  king  sent  and 
called  for  Shimei,  and  said  unto  him,  Build  thee  an  house 
in  Jerusalem,  and  dwell  there,  and  go  not  forth  thence  any 
whither.  37.  For  it  shall  be,  that  on  the  day  thou  goest 
out,  and  passest  over  the  brook  Kidron,  thou  shalt  know 
for  certain  that  thou  shalt  surely  die  :  thy  blood  shall  be 
upon  thine  own  head.  38.  And  Shimei  said  unto  the  king, 

31.  the  innocent  blood,  i.e.  the  guilt  of  its  having  been  shed. 

35.  Zadok.  See  vol.  iii.  pp.  12,  13  ;  vol.  v.  p.  153.  The  descent 
of  Zadok  from  Eleazar  depends  on  evidence  now  thought  to  be 
untrustworthy. 

36.  Shimei.  During  the  rebellion  of  Absalom  Shimei  had  proved 
disloyal,  but  had  subsequently  been  pardoned  by  David.  He  did 
not  join  Adonijah  in  his  attempted  usurpation  of  the  throne.  The 
passage  (1  Kings  ii.  5-9)  in  which  David  at  the  last  urges  Solomon 
to  put  him  to  death  is  held  to  be  of  doubtful  authenticity. 
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The  saying  is  good  :  as  my  lord  the  king  hath  said,  so  will 
thy  servant  do.  And  Shimei  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  many 
days.  39.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
that  two  of  the  servants  of  Shimei  ran  away  unto  Achish 
son  of  Maachah  king  of  Gath.  And  they  told  Shimei, 
saying,  Behold,  thy  servants  be  in  Gath.  40.  And  Shimei 
arose,  and  saddled  his  ass,  and  went  to  Gath  to  Achish  to 
seek  his  servants  :  and  Shimei  went,  and  brought  his 
servants  from  Gath.  41.  And  it  was  told  Solomon  that 
Shimei  had  gone  from  Jerusalem  to  Gath,  and  was  come 
again.  42.  And  the  king  sent  and  called  for  Shimei,  and 
said  unto  him,  Did  I  not  make  thee  to  swear  by  the  Lord, 
and  protested  unto  thee,  saying,  Know  for  a  certain,  on 
the  day  thou  goest  out,  and  walkest  abroad  any  whither, 
that  thou  shalt  surely  die  ?  and  thou  saidst  unto  me,  The 
word  that  I  have  heard  is  good.  43.  Why  then  hast  thou 
not  kept  the  oath  of  the  Lord,  and  the  commandment  that 
I  have  charged  thee  with  ?  44.  The  king  said  moreover  to 

Shimei,  Thou  knowest  all  the  wickedness  which  thine 
heart  is  privy  to,  that  thou  didst  to  David  my  father  : 
therefore  the  Lord  shall  return  thy  wickedness  upon  thine 
own  head  ;  45.  and  king  Solomon  shall  be  blessed,  and 
the  throne  of  David  shall  be  established  before  the  Lord 
for  ever.  46.  So  the  king  commanded  Benaiah  the  son  of 
Jehoiada  ;  which  went  out,  and  fell  upon  him,  that  he  died. 
And  the  kingdom  was  established  in  the  hand  of  Solomon. 

III.  Solomon’s  Wisdom  and  Power 

1  Kings  iii.,  iv.,  v. 

Solomon' s  vision  at  Gibeon. — iii.  1.  And  Solomon  made 
affinity  ‘with  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and  took  Pharaoh’s 
daughter,  and  brought  her  into  the  city  of  David,  until 
he  had  made  an  end  of  building  his  own  house,  and  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  round  about. 
2.  Only  the  people  sacrificed  in  high  places,  because  there 

39.  Achish.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  this  Achish  is  the  king 
of  Gath  to  whom  David  fled  during  the  reign  of  Saul :  cp.  1  Sam. 
xxvii.  2  seq. 

iii.  2,3.  high  places  were  localsanctuaries.  Sacrifices  on  the  “  high 
places  ”  were  not  considered  objectionable  till  the  seventh  century : 
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was  no  house  built  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord,  until  those 
days.  3.  And  Solomon  loved  the  Lord,  walking  in  the 
statutes  of  David  his  father  :  only  he  sacrificed  and  burnt 
incense  in  high  places.  4.  And  the  king  went  to  Gibeon 
to  sacrifice  there  ;  for  that  was  the  great  high  place  :  a 
thousand  burnt  offerings  did  Solomon  offer  upon  that 
altar.  5.  In  Gibeon  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  in  a 
dream  by  night  :  and  God  said,  Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee. 
6.  And  Solomon  said,  Thou  hast  shewed  unto  thy  servant 
David  my  father  great  mercy,  according  as  he  walked 
before  thee  in  truth,  and  in  righteousness,  and  in  upright¬ 
ness  of  heart  with  thee  ;  and  thou  hast  kept  for  him  this 
great  kindness,  that  thou  hast  given  him  a  son  to  sit  on 
his  throne,  as  it  is  this  day.  7.  And  now,  0  Lord  my  God, 
thou  hast  made  thy  servant  king  instead  of  David  my 
father  :  and  I  am  but  a  little  child  :  I  know  not  how  to 
go  out  or  come  in.  8.  And  thy  servant  is  in  the  midst  of 
thy  people  which  thou  hast  chosen,  a  great  people,  that 
cannot  be  numbered  nor  counted  for  multitude.  9.  Give 
therefore  thy  servant  an  understanding  heart  to  judge  thy 
people,  that  I  may  discern  between  good  and  bad  :  for 
who  is  able  to  judge  this  thy  so  great  a  people  ?  10.  And 

the  speech  pleased  the  Lord,  that  Solomon  had  asked  this 
thing.  11.  And  God  said  unto  him,  Because  thou  hast 
asked  this  thing,  and  hast  not  asked  for  thyself  long  life  ; 
neither  hast  asked  riches  for  thyself,  nor  hast  asked  the 
life  of  thine  enemies  ;  but  hast  asked  for  thyself  under¬ 
standing  to  discern  judgment  ;  12.  behold,  I  have  done 
according  to  thy  words  :  lo,  I  have  given  thee  a  wise  and 
an  understanding  heart  ;  so  that  there  was  none  like  thee 
before  thee,  neither  after  thee  shall  any  arise  like  unto 
thee.  13.  And  I  have  also  given  thee  that  which  thou  hast 
not  asked,  both  riches,  and  honour :  so  that  there  shall 
not  be  any  among  the  kings  like  unto  thee  all  thy  days. 
14.  And  if  thou  wilt  walk  in  my  ways,  to  keep  my  statutes 
and  my  commandments,  as  thy  father  David  did  walk, 

they  were  offered  by  eight  kings  of  Judah  and  Israel  ;  Elijah 
laments  the  throwing  down  of  Jehovah’s  altars.  But  in  the  time 
of  the  compiler  the  only  legal  place  of  sacrifice  was  the  altar  before 
the  1  emple  :  so  he  qualifies  his  praise  of  Solomon.  The  same 
tendency  to  judge  the  past  by  the  standard  of  the  present  can  be 
constantly  observed  in  the  compiler’s  work. 

7.  to  go  out  or  come  in,  i.e.  to  order  my  life. 
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then  I  will  lengthen  thy  days.  15.  And  Solomon  awoke  ; 
and,  behold,  it  was  a  dream.  And  he  came  to  Jerusalem, 
and  stood  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and 
offered  up  burnt  offerings,  and  offered  peace  offerings,  and 
made  a  feast  to  all  his  servants. 

His  wisdom  in  judgment. — 16.  Then  came  there  two 
women  unto  the  king,  and  stood  before  him.  17.  And 
the  one  woman  said,  O  my  lord,  I  and  this  woman  dwell 
in  one  house  ;  and  I  was  delivered  of  a  child  with  her  in 
the  house.  18.  And  it  came  to  pass  the  third  day  after 
that  I  was  delivered,  that  this  woman  was  delivered  also  : 
and  we  were  together ;  there  was  no  stranger  with  us  in 
the  house,  save  we  two  in  the  house.  19.  And  this  woman’s 
child  died  in  the  night  ;  because  she  overlaid  it.  20.  And 
she  arose  at  midnight,  and  took  my  son  from  beside  me, 
while  thine  handmaid  slept,  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom,  and 
laid  her  dead  child  in  my  bosom.  21.  And  when  I  rose 
in  the  morning  to  give  my  child  suck,  behold,  it  was  dead  : 
but  when  I  had  considered  it  in  the  morning,  behold,  it 
was  not  my  son,  which  I  did  bear.  22.  And  the  other 
woman  said,  Nay  ;  but  the  living  is  my  son,  and  tho  dead 
is  thy  son.  And  this  said,  No  ;  but  the  dead  is  thy  son, 
and  the  living  is  my  son.  Thus  they  spake  before  the  king. 
23.  Then  said  the  king,  The  one  saith,  This  is  my  son  that 
liveth,  and  thy  son  is  the  dead  :  and  the  other  saith,  Nay  ; 
but  thy  son  is  the  dead,  and  my  son  is  the  living.  24.  And 
the  king  said,  Bring  me  a  sword.  And  they  brought  a 
sword  before  the  king.  25.  And  the  king  said,  Divide  the 
living  child  in  two,  and  give  half  to  the  one,  and  half  to  the 
other.  26.  Then  spake  the  woman  whose  the  living  child 
was  unto  the  king,  for  her  bowels  yearned  upon  her  son, 
and  she  said,  O  my  lord,  give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no 
wise  slay  it.  But  the  other  said,  Let  it  be  neither  mine 
nor  thine,  but  divide  it.  27,  Then  the  king  answered  and 
said,  Give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no  wise  slay  it  : 
she  is  the  mother  thereof.  28.  And  all  Israel  heard  of  the 
judgment  which  the  king  had  judged  ;  and  they  feared 
the  king :  for  they  saw  that  the  wisdom  of  God  was  in 
him,  to  do  judgment. 

27.  Give  her,  etc.  Perhaps  Solomon  here  is  quoting  the  real 
mother’s  words  and  then  he  adds  his  decision,  ‘  She  is  the  mother 
thereof.  ’  ’ 
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His  division  of  Israel  for  revenue  purposes. — iv.  I.  So 
king  Solomon  was  king  over  all  Israel.  7.  And  Solomon 
had  twelve  officers  over  all  Israel,  which  provided  victuals 
for  the  king  and  his  household  :  each  man  his  month  in 
a  year  made  provision. 

His  power. — iv.  20.  Judah  and  Israel  were  many,  as  the 
sand  which  is  by  the  sea  in  multitude,  eating  and  drinking 
and  making  merry.  21.  And  Solomon  reigned  over  all 
kingdoms  from  the  river  unto  the  land  of  the  Philistines, 
and  unto  the  border  of  Egypt :  they  brought  presents, 
and  served  Solomon  all  the  days  of  his  life.  22.  And 
Solomon’s  provision  for  one  day  was  thirty  measures  of 
fine  flour,  and  three-score  measures  of  meal,  23.  ten  fat 
oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out  of  the  pastures,  and  an  hundred 
sheep,  beside  harts,  and  roebucks,  and  fallow  deer,  and 
fatted  fowl.  24.  For  he  had  dominion  over  all  the  region 
on  this  side  the  river,  from  Tiphsah  even  to  Azzah,  over 
all  the  kings  on  this  side  the  river :  and  he  had  peace  on 
all  sides  round  about  him.  25.  And  Judah  and  Israel 
dwelt  safely,  every  man  under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig 
tree,  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba,  all  the  days  of  Solomon. 
26.  And  Solomon  had  forty  thousand  stalls  of  horses  for 
his  chariots,  and  twelve  thousand  horsemen.  27.  And 
those  officers  provided  victual  for  king  Solomon,  and  for 
all  that  came  unto  king  Solomon’s  table,  every  man  in  his 
month  :  they  let  nothing  be  lacking.  28.  Barley  also  and 
straw  for  the  horses  and  dromedaries  brought  they  unto 
the  place  where  the  officers  were,  even'  man  according  to 
his  charge. 

His  wisdom  and  understanding. — 29.  And  God  gave 
Solomon  wisdom  and  understanding  exceeding  much,  and 
largeness  of  heart,  even  as  the  sand  that  is  on  the  sea 
shore.  30.  And  Solomon’s  wisdom  excelled  the  wisdom 
of  all  the  children  of  the  east  country,  and  ail  the  wisdom 
of  Egypt.  31.  For  he  was  wiser  than  all  men  ;  than 
Ethan  the  Ezrahite,  and  Heman,  and  Chalcol,  and  Darda, 

21.  the  river  =  the  Euphrates,  presents,  i.e.  tribute. 

22.  measures.  Heb.  cor,  or  homer,  about  11  bushels  dry  measure, 
or  90  gallons  liquid  measure. 

28.  dromedaries.  Better,  “  swift  steeds.” 

where  the  officers  were,  i.e.  to  headquarters  in  each  district. 

31.  Nothing  is  known  of  the  four  wise  men  mentioned  here: 
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the  sons  of  Mahol :  and  his  fame  was  in  all  nations  round 
about.  32.  And  he  spake  three  thousand  proverbs  :  and 
his  songs  were  a  thousand  and  five.  33.  And  he  spake  of 
trees,  from  the  cedar  tree  that  is  in  Lebanon  even  unto 
the  hyssop  that  springeth  out  of  the  wall :  he  spake  also 
of  beasts,  and  of  fowl,  and  of  creeping  things,  and  of  fishes. 
34.  And  there  came  of  all  people  to  hear  the  wisdom  of 
Solomon,  from  all  kings  of  the  earth,  which  had  heard  of 
his  wisdom. 

IV.  Solomon’s  Buildings 
1  Kings  v.,  vi.,  vii. 

(1)  The  Temple :  (a)  Preparations 

Negotiations  with  Hiram  of  Tyre. — v.  1.  And  Hiram 
king  of  Tyre  sent  his  servants  unto  Solomon  ;  for  he  had 
heard  that  they  had  anointed  him  king  in  the  room  of  his 
father :  for  Hiram  was  ever  a  lover  of  David.  2.  And 
Solomon  sent  to  Hiram,  saying,  3.  Thou  knowest  how  that 
David  my  father  could  not  build  an  house  unto  the  name 
of  the  Lord  his  God  for  the  wars  which  were  about  him 
on  every  side,  until  the  Lord  put  them  under  the  soles  of 
his  feet.  4.  But  now  the  Lord  my  God  hath  given  me  rest 
on  every  side,  so  that  there  is  neither  adversary  nor  evil 
occurrent.  5.  And,  behold,  I  purpose  to  build  an  house 
unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God,  as  the  Lord  spake 
unto  David  my  father,  saying,  Thy  son,  whom  I  will  set 
upon  thy  throne  in  thy  room,  he  shall  build  an  house 
unto  my  name.  6.  Now  therefore  command  thou  that 
they  hew  me  cedar  trees  out  of  Lebanon  ;  and  my  servants 
shall  be  with  thy  servants  :  and  unto  thee  will  I  give  hire 
for  thy  servants  according  to  all  that  thou  shalt  appoint : 

two  of  David’s  “singers  ”  were  called  Heman  and  Ethan  (1  Chron. 
xv.  19),  but  any  reference  to  these  is  unlikely. 

32.  proverbs.  See  on  the  “Wisdom  of  Solomon,’’  p.  5.  songs: 

see  p.  34.  r 

33.  hyssop  =  marjoram  ( origanum  syriacum)  ;  used  for  cere¬ 
monialsprinkling  :  cp.  Exod.  xii.  22  ;  it  is  described  as  growing  on 
ruined  walls. 

4.  evil  occurrent  =  misfortune  ;  occurrent  is  a  noun. 

6.  Lebanon.  The  cedar  forests  have  disappeared,  and  the  Lebanon 
district  is  now  entirely  barren. 
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for  thou  knowest  that  there  is  not  among  us  any  that  can 
skill  to  hew  timber  like  unto  the  Sidonians.  7.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  Hiram  heard  the  words  of  Solomon, 
that  he  rejoiced  greatly,  and  said,  Blessed  be  the  Lord 
this  day,  which  hath  given  unto  David  a  wise  son  over  this 
great  people.  8.  And  Hiram  sent  to  Solomon,  saying,  I 
have  considered  the  things  which  thou  sentest  to  me  for : 
and  I  will  do  all  thy  desire  concerning  timber  of  cedar, 
and  concerning  timber  of  fir.  9.  My  servants  shall  bring 
them  down  from  Lebanon  unto  the  sea  :  and  I  will  convey 
them  by  sea  in  floats  unto  the  place  that  thou  shalt  appoint 
me,  and  will  cause  them  to  be  discharged  there,  and  thou 
shalt  receive  them  :  and  thou  shalt  accomplish  my  desire, 
in  giving  food  for  my  household.  10.  So  Hiram  gave 
Solomon  cedar  trees  and  fir  trees  according  to  all  his 
desire.  11.  And  Solomon  gave  Hiram  twenty  thousand 
measures  of  wheat  for  food  to  his  household,  and  twenty 
measures  of  pure  oil :  thus  gave  Solomon  to  Hiram  year 
by  year.  12.  And  the  Lord  gave  Solomon  wisdom,  as 
he  promised  him  :  and  there  was  peace  between  Hiram 
and  Solomon  ;  and  they  two  made  a  league  together. 

Organisation  of  labour . — 13.  And  king  Solomon  raised 
a  levy  out  of  all  Israel  ;  and  the  levy  was  thirty  thousand 
men.  14.  And  he  sent  them  to  Lebanon,  ten  thousand  a 
month  by  courses  :  a  month  they  were  in  Lebanon,  and 
two  months  at  home  :  and  Adoniram  was  over  the  levy. 
15.  And  Solomon  had  threescore  and  ten  thousand  that 
bare  burdens,  and  fourscore  thousand  hewers  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  ;  16.  beside  the  chief  of  Solomon’s  officers  which 
were  over  the  work,  three  thousand  and  three  hundred, 
which  ruled  over  the  people  that  wrought  in  the  work. 
17.  And  the  king  commanded,  and  they  brought  great 
stones,  costly  stones,  and  hewed  stones,  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  house.  18.  And  Solomon’s  builders  and  Hiram’s 
builders  did  hew  them,  and  the  stonesquarers  :  so  they 
prepared  timber  and  stones  to  build  the  house. 

9.  floats  =  rafts. 

13.  levy  :  this  was  the  corvee,  or  system  of  forced  labour,  which 
caused  so  much  discontent  among  the  people. 

14.  Adoniram,  or  Adoram,  was  stoned  to  death  at  the  beginning 
of  Rehoboam’s  reign,  see  xii.  18,  p.  43. 
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SKETCH-PLAN  OF  THE  BUILDINGS  OF  SOLOMON. 
/Ifter  Slade.] 

1.  The  Great  Court. 

2.  The  Inner  Court. 

3.  The  Temple. 

4.  The  Great  Altar. 

5.  5 a.  The  Palace,  and  the  House  of  Pharaoh’s  Daughter 

6.  The  Porch  of  Judgment. 

7.  The  Porch  of  Pillars. 

8.  The  House  of  the  Forest  of  Lebanon. 

B.  Boaz. 

J.  Jachin. 
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(b)  The  Building  of  the  First  Temple 

The  Temple  proper  was  an  oblong  building,  facing 
east.  It  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  Mosque  of  Omar, 
on  the  Haram  esh-Sherif,  north-east  of  the  city,  west  of  the 
Kedron  Valley,  north-east  of  the  Tyropoeon  Valley.  It  was 
divided  into  two  portions,  with  a  porch  in  front :  (a)  The 
Oracle,  or  Holy  of  Holies,  measuring  20  cubits  1  every  way, 
on  the  western  side,  contained  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant, 
over  which  stretched  the  wings  of  the  Cherubim  from 
one  side-wall  to  the  other.  The  chamber  was  gilded  all 
over,  but  there  were  no  windows,  and  no  light  could 
penetrate  except  when  the  doors  were  opened,  (b)  The 
Holy  Place  was  20  cubits  wide,  40  long,  and  30  high  ; 
it  was  panelled  throughout  with  cedar,  and  lit  by  windows 
high  up  under  the  eaves  :  it  contained  the  gilded  cedar 
altar  of  incense,  and  the  table  of  shewbread,  and  the  ten 
golden  candlesticks,  (c)  The  Porch  at  the  east  end  was 
10  cubits  in  length,  with  two  brass  pillars  in  front,  18  cubits 
high  (J  er.  lii.  20-23),  called  Jachin  and  Boaz. 

In  the  building  of  the  Temple  all  the  stones  were  brought 
from  the  quarry  ready  prepared,  “  so  that  there  was 
neither  hammer  nor  axe  nor  any  tool  of  iron  heard  in  the 
house  ”  (1  Kings  vi.  7).  Internally  it  was  entirely  faced 
with  cedar,  with  flooring  of  cypress  :  “  there  was  no  stone 
seen.” 

The  walls  of  the  Temple  were  immensely  thick,  and 
contained  three  storeys  of  chambers,  so  constructed  that 
each  chamber  was  larger  than  the  one  below  it ;  access 
to  the  upper  stories  was  given  by  staircases  from  outside. 


1  A  cubit  may  be  reckoned  as  roughly  about  18  in. 
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The  Temple  as  the  token  of  a  covenant. — vi.  xi.  And  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Solomon,  saying,  12.  Concerning 
this  house  which  thou  art  in  building,  if  thou  wilt  walk  in 
my  statutes,  and  execute  my  judgments,  and  keep  all  my 
commandments  to  walk  in  them  ;  then  will  I  perform 
my  word  with  thee,  which  I  spake  unto  David  thy  father  : 
13.  and  I  will  dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  will 
not  forsake  my  people  Israel. 

The  building  of  the  Temple. — vi.  37.  In  the  fourth  year 
was  the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  laid,  in  the 
month  Zif :  38.  and  in  the  eleventh  year,  in  the  month 
Bui,  which  is  the  eighth  month,  was  the  house  finished 
throughout  all  the  parts  thereof,  and  according  to  all  the 
fashion  of  it.  So  was  he  seven  years  in  building  it. 

The  metal  work  of  Hiram,  the  brass-founder  of  Tyre.— 
We  are  told  (1  Kings  vii.  13  seq.)  that  “  King  Solomon 
sent  and  fetched  Hiram  out  of  Tyre.  He  was  the  son 
of  a  widow  woman  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  and  his  father 
was  a  man  of  Tyre,  a  worker  in  brass  ;  and  he  was  filled 
with  wisdom  and  understanding  and  cunning,  to  work 
all  works  in  brass.”  These  works  included  :  (i)  The  pillars, 
Jachin  and  Boaz,  with  wonderfully  wrought  capitals, 
(ii)  The  molten  sea,  from  which  was  supplied  the  water 
for  purification  ;  it  was  a  huge  basin  resting  on  twelve 
oxen,  (iii)  The  ten  brass  lavers  on  wheels,  for  carrying 
water  from  the  molten  sea.  (iv)  Various  brass  implements 
and  vessels  used  in  the  service  of  the  Temple.  The  sea 
and  the  lavers  stood  near  the  great  altar  of  burnt  offering, 
in  front  of  the  Porch,  in  the  Temple  Court. 

(2)  The  House  of  Pharaoh's  daughter,  and  (3)  The  King's 
House.  Both  lay  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  Temple 
precincts.  Next  in  order  southwards  came  (4)  The  Throne 
Hall,  (5)  The  Porch  of  Pillars,  and  lastly  (6)  The  House  of 
Lebanon. 
iv — 2 
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The  Throne  Hall  is  called  “  The  porch  of  judgment  ”  ; 
the  purpose  of  the  Porch  of  Pillars  is  unknown  ;  it  was 
probably  a  sort  of  reception-room. 

The  House  of  Lebanon,  so  called  from  its  four  rows  of 
cedar  pillars,  was  the  largest  of  the  buildings,  measuring 
ioo  by  50  cubits  :  possibly  it  was  intended  as  a  great 
meeting-hall ;  we  are  told  (x.  17)  that  the  300  gold  shields 
were  kept  there. 


V.  The  Dedication  of  the  Temple 


1  Kings  viii 

The  feast  of  the  dedication. — viii.  1.  Then  Solomon  assem¬ 
bled  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  all  the  heads  of  the  tribes, 
the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  the  children  of  Israel,  unto  king 
Solomon  in  Jerusalem,  that  they  might  bring  up  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  out  of  the  city  of  David, 
which  is  Zion.  2.  And  all  the  men  of  Israel  assembled 
themselves  unto  king  Solomon  at  the  feast  in  the  month 
Ethanim,  which  is  the  seventh  month.  3.  And  all  the 
elders  of  Israel  came,  and  the  priests  took  up  the  ark. 
4.  And  they  brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  all  the  holy  vessels 
that  were  in  the  tabernacle,  even  those  did  the  priests  and 
the  Levites  bring  up.  5.  And  king  Solomon,  and  all  the 
congregation  of  Israel,  that  were  assembled  unto  him,  were 
with  him  before  the  ark,  sacrificing  sheep  and  oxen,  that 
could  not  be  told  nor  numbered  for  multitude.  6.  And 
the  priests  brought  in  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord  unto  his  place,  into  the  oracle  of  the  house,  to  the 
most  holy  place,  even  under  the  wings  of  the  cherubims. 

1.  Zion,  i.e.  the  lower  part  of  the  hill  north-east  of  Jerusalem  ; 
the  Ark  was  carried  up  to  the  higher  site  occupied  by  the 
Temple. 

2.  the  feast  =  the  autumn  feast  “of  ingathering,”  called  the 
Feast  of  Tabernacles. 

6.  his  =  its. 
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7.  For  the  cherubims  spread  forth  their  two  wings  over 
the  place  of  the  ark,  and  the  cherubims  covered  the  ark 
and  the  staves  thereof  above.  8.  And  they  drew  out 
the  staves,  that  the  ends  of  the  staves  were  seen  out  in 
the  holy  place  before  the  oracle,  and  they  were  not  seen 
without :  and  there  they  are  unto  this  day.  9.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  ark  save  the  two  tables  of  stone,  which 
Moses  put  there  at  Horeb,  when  the  Lord  made  a  covenant 
with  the  children  of  Israel,  when  they  came  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt.  10.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  priests  were 
come  out  of  the  holy  place,  that  the  cloud  filled  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  ii.  so  that  the  priests  could  not  stand  to 
minister  because  of  the  cloud  :  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
had  filled  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

Solomon's  blessing. — 12.  Then  spake  Solomon,  The  Lord 
said  that  he  would  dwell  in  the  thick  darkness.  13.  I 
have  surely  built  thee  an  house  to  dwell  in,  a  settled  place 
for  thee  to  abide  in  for  ever.  14.  And  the  king  turned 
his  face  about,  and  blessed  all  the  congregation  of  Israel : 
(and  all  the  congregation  of  Israel  stood  ;)  15.  and  he 
said,  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  spake  with 
his  mouth  unto  David  my  father,  and  hath  with  his  hand 
fulfilled  it,  saying,  16.  Since  the  day  that  I  brought  forth 
my  people  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  I  chose  no  city  out  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel  to  build  an  house,  that  my  name  might  be 
therein  ;  but  I  chose  David  to  be  over  my  people  Israel. 
17.  And  it  was  in  the  heart  of  David  my  father  to  build 
an  house  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  18.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  David  my  father.  Whereas  it  was  in 

8.  the  ends  of  the  staves.  The  Ark  lay  east  and  west,  while  the 
wings  of  the  Mercy  Seat  were  stretched  across  it  north  and  south. 
The  staves  did  not  protrude  into  the  Holy  Place,  but  reached  to 
the  doorway  of  the  Holy  of  Holies,  so  that,  shrouded  in  darkness 
as  they  were,  they  would  be  just  visible  to  the  priest  who  was 
about  to  enter,  but  could  not  be  seen  from  the  Porch. 

9.  nothing  in  the  ark.  But  according  to  Heb.  ix.  4,  which  follows 
a  later  tradition,  the  Ark  also  contained  “  a  golden  pot  holding  the 
manna,  and  Aaron’s  rod  that  budded.” 

10.  the  cloud  ;  cp.  Exod.  xxxiii.  9  ;  the  cloud  was  the  recognised 
sign  of  the  Shekinah.or  Divine  Presence. 

14.  stood.  Standing  was  the  ordinary  attitude  of  prayer; 
Solomon  alone  knelt  {cp.  verse.  54). 

15.  unto  David.  See  2  Sam.  vii.  4  sen. 
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thine  heart  to  build  an  house  unto  my  name,  thou  didst 
well  that  it  was  in  thine  heart.  19.  Nevertheless  thou 
shalt  not  build  the  house  ;  but  thy  son  that  shall  come 
forth  out  of  thy  loins,  he  shall  build  the  house  unto  my 
name.  20.  And  the  Lord  hath  performed  his  word  that 
he  spake,  and  I  am  risen  up  in  the  room  of  David  my 
father,  and  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  as  the  Lord  promised, 
and  have  built  an  house  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel.  21.  And  I  have  set  there  a  place  for  the  ark, 
wherein  is  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  which  he  made  with 
our  fathers,  when  he  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt. 

Solomon’s  Litany :  (1)  May  Jehovah  keep  His  covenant 
that  He  made  with  David , — 22.  And  Solomon  stood  before 
the  altar  of  the  Lord  in  the  presence  of  all  the  congregation 
of  Israel,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  toward  heaven : 
23.  and  he  said,  Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God  like 
thee,  in  heaven  above,  or  on  earth  beneath,  who  keepest 
covenant  and  mercy  with  thy  servants  that  walk  before 
thee  with  all  their  heart :  24.  who  hast  kept  with  thy 
servant  David  my  father  that  thou  promisedst  him  :  thou 
spakest  also  with  thy  mouth,  and  hast  fulfilled  it  with 
thine  hand,  as  it  is  this  day.  25.  Therefore  now,  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  keep  with  thy  servant  David  my  father  that 
thou  promisedst  him,  saying,  There  shall  not  fail  thee  a 
man  in  my  sight  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel ;  so  that 
thy  children  take  heed  to  their  way,  that  they  walk  before 
me  as  thou  hast  walked  before  me.  26.  And  now,  O  God 
of  Israel,  let  thy  word,  I  pray  thee,  be  verified,  which  thou 
spakest  unto  thy  servant  David  my  father. 

(2)  And  bless  this  house. — 27.  But  will  God  indeed  dwell 
on  the  earth  ?  behold,  the  heaven  and  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  thee  ;  how  much  less  this  house  that  I 
have  builded  ?  28.  Yet  have  thou  resDect  unto  the 

X. 

prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  to  his  supplication,  O  Lord  my 
God,  to  hearken  unto  the  cry  and  to  the  prayer,  which  thy 

21.  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  =  the  Tables  of  Stone. 

23.  This  long  prayer  is  probably  the  work  of  “  a  very  late  Pro 
phetic  editor,”  i.e.  of  one  who  wrote  shortly  before  the  Exile  (Kent, 
Students’  O.T.,  vol.  ii.  p.  187  n.). 

25.  so  that  =  provided  that. 
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servant  prayeth  before  thee  to  day :  29.  that  thine  eyes 
may  be  open  toward  this  house  night  and  day,  even  to¬ 
ward  the  place  of  which  thou  hast  said,  My  name  shall  be 
there  :  that  thou  mayest  hearken  unto  the  prayer  which 
thy  servant  shall  make  toward  this  place.  30.  And  hearken 
thou  to  the  supplication  of  thy  servant,  and  of  thy  people 
Israel,  when  they  shall  pray  toward  this  place :  and  hear 
thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place  :  and  when  thou  hearest, 
forgive. 

(3)  Intercessions  for  Israel  in  respect  of  solemn  oaths ; — 
31.  If  any  man  trespass  against  his  neighbour,  and  an  oath 
be  laid  upon  him  to  cause  him  to  swear,  and  the  oath  come 
before  thine  altar  in  this  house  :  32.  then  hear  thou  in 
heaven,  and  do,  and  judge  thy  servants,  condemning  the 
wicked,  to  bring  his  way  upon  his  head  ;  and  justifying 
the  righteous,  to  give  him  according  to  his  righteousness. 

(4)  Defeat ; — 33.  When  thy  people  Israel  be  smitten  down 
before  the  enemy,  because  they  have  sinned  against  thee, 
and  shall  turn  again  to  thee,  and  confess  thy  name,  and 
pray,  and  make  supplication  unto  thee  in  this  house  :  34. 
then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy 
people  Israel,  and  bring  them  again  unto  the  land  which 
thou  gavest  unto  their  fathers. 

(5)  Drought; — 35.  When  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is 
no  rain,  because  they  have  sinned  against  thee  ;  if  they 
pray  toward  this  place,  and  confess  thy  name,  and  turn 
from  their  sin,  when  thou  afflictest  them  :  36.  then  hear 
thou  in  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy  servants,  and  of 
thy  people  Israel,  that  thou  teach  them  the  good  way 
wherein  they  should  walk,  and  give  rain  upon  thy  land, 
which  thou  hast  given  to  thy  people  for  an  inheritance. 

(6)  Famine  and  natural  afflictions; — 37.  If  there  be  in 
the  land  famine,  if  there  be  pestilence,  blasting,  mildew, 
locust,  or  if  there  be  caterpiller ;  if  their  enemy  besiege 
them  in  the  land  of  their  cities  ;  whatsoever  plague,  what¬ 
soever  sickness  there  be  ;  38.  what  prayer  and  supplication 
soever  be  made  by  any  man,  or  by  all  thy  people  Israel, 
which  shall  know  every  man  the  plague  of  his  own  heart, 

31.  If  any  man  trespass  ;  cp.  Exod.  xxii.  7-1 1  ;  the  accused  man 
swears  a  solemn  oath  before  God,  declaring  his  own  innocence.^ 

\2.  his  way  :  “  to  make  him  pay  the  penalty  of  his  evil  life. 
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and  spread  forth  his  hands  toward  this  house  :  39.  then 
hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  forgive,  and 
do,  and  give  to  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  whose 
heart  thou  knowest  ;  (for  thou,  even  thou  only,  knowest 
the  hearts  of  all  the  children  of  men  ;)  40.  that  they  may 
fear  thee  all  the  days  that  they  live  in  the  land  which  thou 
gavest  unto  our  fathers. 

(7)  Strangers  visiting  the  Temple  ; — 41.  Moreover  concern¬ 
ing  a  stranger  that  is  not  of  thy  people  Israel,  but  cometh 
out  of  a  far  country  for  thy  name's  sake  ;  42.  (for  they 
shall  hear  of  thy  great  name,  and  of  thy  strong  hand,  and 
of  thy  stretched  out  arm  ;)  when  he  shall  come  and  pray 
toward  this  house  ;  43.  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling 
place,  and  do  according  to  all  that  the  stranger  calleth  to 
thee  for  :  that  all  people  of  the  earth  may  know  thy  name, 
to  fear  thee,  as  do  thy  people  Israel ;  and  that  they  may 
know  that  this  house,  which  I  have  builded,  is  called  by 
thy  name. 

(8)  Victory  in  a  good  cause  ; — 44.  If  thy  people  go  out  to 
battle  against  their  enemy,  whithersoever  thou  shalt  send 
them,  and  shall  pray  unto  the  Lord  toward  the  city  which 
thou  hast  chosen,  and  toward  the  house  that  I  have  built 
for  thy  name  :  45.  then  hear  thou  in  heaven  their  prayer 
and  their  supplication,  and  maintain  their  cause. 

(9)  National  repentance  after  defeat  and  captivity. — 46. 
If  they  sin  against  thee,  (for  there  is  no  man  that  sinneth 
not,)  and  thou  be  angry  with  them,  and  deliver  them  to 
the  enemy,  so  that  they  carry  them  away  captives  unto 
the  land  of  the  enemy,  far  or  near  ;  47.  yet  if  they  shall 
bethink  themselves  in  the  land  whither  they  were  carried 
captives,  and  repent,  and  make  supplication  unto  thee  in 
the  land  of  them  that  carried  them  captives,  saying,  We 
have  sinned,  and  have  done  perversely,  we  have  com¬ 
mitted  wickedness  ;  48.  and  so  return  unto  thee  with  all 
their  heart,  and  with  all  their  soul,  in  the  land  of  their 
enemies,  which  led  them  away  captive,  and  pray  unto 
thee  toward  their  land,  which  thou  gavest  unto  their 
fathers,  the  city  which  thou  hast  chosen,  and  the  house 
which  I  have  built  for  thy  name  :  49.  then  hear  thou 

42.  towards  this  house.  For  the  attitude  of  prayer  in  the  direction 
of  the  Temple,  see  Ps.  xxviii.  2,  Dan.  vi.  10. 
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their  prayer  and  their  supplication  in  heaven  thy  dwelling 
place,  and  maintain  their  cause,  50.  and  forgive  thy 
people  that  have  sinned  against  thee,  and  all  their  trans¬ 
gressions  wherein  they  have  transgressed  against  thee, 
and  give  them  compassion  before  them  who  carried  them 
captive,  that  they  may  have  compassion  on  them  :  51.  for 
they  be  thy  people,  and  thine  inheritance,  which  thou 
broughtest  forth  out  of  Egypt,  from  the  midst  of  the 
furnace  of  iron  :  52.  that  thine  eyes  may  be  open  unto 
the  supplication  of  thy  servant,  and  unto  the  supplication 
of  thy  people  Israel,  to  hearken  unto  them  in  all  that  they 
call  for  unto  thee.  53.  For  thou  didst  separate  them  from 
among  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  to  be  thine  inheritance, 
as  thou  spakest  by  the  hand  of  Moses  thy  servant,  when 
thou  broughtest  our  fathers  out  of  Egypt,  O  Lord  God. 

Solomon's  blessing  (see  above,  vv.  12-21).— 54.  And  it 
was  so,  that  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  praying 
all  this  prayer  and  supplication  unto  the  Lord,  he  arose 
from  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  from  kneeling  on  his 
knees  with  his  hands  spread  up  to  heaven.  55.  And  he 
stood,  and  blessed  all  the  congregation  of  Israel  with  a 
loud  voice,  saying,  56.  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  that  hath 
given  rest  unto  his  people  Israel,  according  to  all  that  he 
promised  :  there  hath  not  failed  one  word  of  all  his  good 
promise,  which  he  promised  by  the  hand  of  Moses  his  ser¬ 
vant.  57.  The  Lord  our  God  be  with  us,  as  he  was  with 
our  fathers  :  let  him  not  leave  us,  nor  forsake  us  58.  that 
he  may  incline  our  hearts  unto  him,  to  walk  in  all  his 
ways,  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  and  his  statutes, 
and  his  judgments,  which  he  commanded  our  fathers. 
59.  And  let  these  my  words,  wherewith  I  have  made  sup¬ 
plication  before  the  Lord,  be  nigh  unto  the  Lord  our  God 
day  and  night,  that  he  maintain  the  cause  of  his  servant 
and  the  cause  of  his  people  Israel  at  all  times,  as  the  matter 
shall  require  :  60.  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth  may 
know  that  the  Lord  is  God,  and  that  there  is  none  else. 
61.  Let  your  heart  therefore  be  perfect  with  the  Lord  our 
God,  to  walk  in  his  statutes,  and  to  keep  his  command¬ 
ments,  as  at  this  day. 

51.  the  furnace  of  iron,  i.e.  a  furnace  for  smelting  iron. 

53.  0  Lord  God.  Heb.,  Adhonai  Jehovah,  i.e.,  O  Lord  the  Lord. 
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The  sacrifice  and  the  feast. — 62.  And  the  king,  and  all 
Israel  with  him,  offered  sacrifice  before  the  Lord.  63. 
And  Solomon  offered  a  sacrifice  of  peace  offerings,  which 
he  offered  unto  the  Lord,  two  and  twenty  thousand  oxen, 
and  an  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  sheep.  So  the  king 
and  all  the  children  of  Israel  dedicated  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  64.  The  same  day  did  the  king  hallow  the  middle 
of  the  court  that  was  before  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  for 
there  he  offered  burnt  offerings,  and  meat  offerings,  and 
the  fat  of  the  peace  offerings  :  because  the  brasen  altar 
that  was  before  the  Lord  was  too  little  to  receive  the 
burnt  offerings,  and  meat  offerings,  and  the  fat  of  the 
peace  offerings.  65.  And  at  that  time  Solomon  held  a 
feast,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  a  great  congregation,  from 
the  entering  in  of  Hamath  unto  the  river  of  Egypt,  before 
the  Lord  our  God,  seven  days  and  seven  days,  even 
fourteen  days.  66.  On  the  eighth  day  he  sent  the  people 
away :  and  they  blessed  the  king,  and  went  unto  their 
tents  joyful  and  glad  of  heart  for  all  the  goodness  that  the 
Lord  had  done  for  David  his  servant,  and  for  Israel  his 
people. 

63,  64.  peace  offerings  .  .  .  burnt  offerings,  and  meat  offerings. 

The  different  kinds  of  sacrifice  may  be  summarised  briefly  thus  : 
(1)  Animal  sacrifices,  including  ( a )  the  Burnt-offering,  the  most 
important,  used  on  any  public  or  private  occasion  as  “  the  means 
of  approach  to  God  ”  ;  ( b )  the  Sin-offering,  used  on  special  occasions 
to  atone  for  unconscious  and  undiscovered  sin  and  so  to  purify 
the  people  ;  (c)  the  Guilt-offering,  to  atone  for  particular  sin  ;  in 
all  these  the  victim  was  offered  entire  ;  and  ( d )  the  Peace-offering, 
which  was  a  sacrificial  meal.  (2)  Vegetable  sacrifices,  including 
(a)  the  Meal-offering,  wrongly  rendered  “meat”  offering  in  our 
A.  V.,  consisting  of  flour  and  various  other  things,  e.g.  oil  and  incense  ; 
and  (6)  the  Shewbread. 

65.  the  entering  in  of  Hamath.  This  phrase  seems  to  denote  a 
pass  at  the  extreme  north  of  the  Lebanon  range  but  considerably 
south  of  Hamath  itself. 

the  river  of  Egypt.  Better,  “the  brook  of  Egypt,”  i.e.  not  the 
Nile,  but  the  Wadi  el-Arish,  north  of  the  Sinaitic  peninsula. 

66.  the  eighth  day.  First  came  the  Feast  of  the  Dedication,  then 
the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  for  seven  days  ;  then  the  people  were 
dismissed. 

tents  =  “  homes.” 
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VI.  Narratives  of  the  Reign  of  Solomon 

1  Kings  ix.-xi 

Solomon's  second  vision. — ix.  1.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  Solomon  had  finished  the  building  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  king’s  house,  and  all  Solomon’s  desire 
which  he  was  pleased  to  do,  2.  that  the  Lord  appeared 
to  Solomon  the  second  time,  as  he  had  appeared  unto  him 
at  Gibeon.  3.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  I  have  heard 
thy  prayer  and  thy  supplication,  that  thou  hast  made 
before  me  :  I  have  hallowed  this  house,  which  thou  hast 
built,  to  put  my  name  there  for  ever ;  and  mine  eyes 
and  mine  heart  shall  be  there  perpetually.  4.  And  if  thou 
wilt  walk  before  me,  as  David  thy  father  walked,  in  in¬ 
tegrity  of  heart,  and  in  uprightness,  to  do  according  to 
all  that  I  have  commanded  thee,  and  wilt  keep  my  statutes 
and  my  judgments  :  5.  then  I  will  establish  the  throne  of 
thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  for  ever,  as  I  promised  to  David 
thy  father,  saying,  There  shall  not  fail  thee  a  man  upon 
the  throne  of  Israel.  6.  But  if  ye  shall  at  all  turn  from 
following  me,  ye  or  your  children,  and  will  not  keep  my 
commandments  and  my  statutes  which  I  have  set  before 
you,  but  go  and  serve  other  gods,  and  worship  them  : 
7.  then  will  I  cut  off  Israel  out  of  the  land  which  I  have 
given  them  ;  and  this  house,  which  I  have  hallowed  for 
my  name,  will  I  cast  out  of  my  sight ;  and  Israel  shall  be 
a  proverb  and  a  byword  among  all  people  :  8.  and  at  this 
house,  which  is  high,  every  one  that  passeth  by  it  shall 
be  astonished,  and  shall  hiss  ;  and  they  shall  say,  Why 
hath  the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land,  and  to  this  house  ? 
9.  And  they  shall  answer.  Because  they  forsook  the  Lord 
their  God,  who  brought  forth  their  fathers  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  have  taken  hold  upon  other  gods,  and 
have  worshipped  them,  and  served  them  :  therefore  hath 
the  Lord  brought  upon  them  all  this  evil. 

His  relations  with  Hiram  of  Tyre. — 10.  And  it  came  to 
pass  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  when  Solomon  had  built 

8.  at  this  house,  which  is  high.  R.V.  “though  this  house  be  so 
high,  yet  .  .  :  a  difficult  and  doubtful  passage. 
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the  two  houses,  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king’s 
house,  ii.  (now  Hiram  the  king  of  Tyre  had  furnished 
Solomon  with  cedar  trees  and  fir  trees,  and  with  gold, 
according  to  all  his  desire,)  that  then  king  Solomon  gave 
Hiram  twenty  cities  in  the  land  of  Galilee.  12.  And 
Hiram  came  out  from  Tyre  to  see  the  cities  which  Solomon 
had  given  him  ;  and  they  pleased  him  not.  13.  And  he 
said,  What  cities  are  these  which  thou  hast  given  me,  my 
brother  ?  And  he  called  them  the  land  of  Cabul  unto 
this  day.  14.  And  Hiram  sent  to  the  king  sixscore  talents 
of  gold. 

The  system  of  forced  labour. — 15.  And  this  is  the  reason 
of  the  levy  which  king  Solomon  raised  ;  for  to  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  his  own  house,  and  Millo,  and  the 
wall  of  Jerusalem,  and  Hazor,  and  Megiddo,  and  Gezer. 
16.  For  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt  had  gone  up,  and  taken 
Gezer,  and  burnt  it  with  fire,  and  slain  the  Canaanites 
that  dwelt  in  the  city,  and  given  it  for  a  present  unto  his 
daughter,  Solomon’s  wife.  17.  And  Solomon  built  Gezer, 
and  Beth-horon  the  nether,  18.  and  Baalath,  and  Tadmor 
in  the  wilderness,  in  the  land,  19.  and  all  the  cities  of 
store  that  Solomon  had,  and  cities  for  his  chariots,  and 
cities  for  his  horsemen,  and  that  which  Solomon  desired 
to  build  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  Lebanon,  and  in  all  the  land 
of  his  dominion.  20.  And  all  the  people  that  were  left 
of  the  Amorites,  Hittites,  Perizzites,  Hivites,  and  Jebusites, 
which  were  not  of  the  children  of  Israel,  21.  their  children 
that  were  left  after  them  in  the  land  whom  the  children 
of  Israel  also  were  not  able  utterly  to  destroy,  upon  those 
did  Solomon  levy  a  tribute  of  bondservice  unto  this  day. 
22.  [But  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  Solomon  make  no 

11.  Solomon  gave  Hiram;  2  Chron.  viii.  2,  says  that  Hiram 
“restored  ”  these  cities  to  Solomon. 

13.  Cabul.  There  was  a  town  in  Asher  of  this  name.  How  the 
expression,  “land  of  Cabul,”  came  to  have  a  contemptuous  meaning 
we  do  not  know. 

15.  Millo  was  probably  some  part  of  the  fortification  of  the  hill 
of  Zion. 

19.  cities  of  store  ;  cp.  the  store-cities  of  Exod.  i.  11,  Pithom  and 
Raamses,  built  by  Israelites  for  Pharaoh. 

22.  of  the  children  of  Israel.  Verse  22  is  clearly  of  later  date 
than  the  passage  in  which  it  occurs  ;  it  is  directly  contradictory  of 
the  statement  made  in  v.  13,  and  again  in  xi.  28. 
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bondmen  :  but  they  were  men  of  war,  and  his  servants, 
and  his  princes,  and  his  captains,  and  rulers  of  his  chariots, 
and  his  horsemen].  23.  These  were  the  chief  of  the  officers 
that  were  over  Solomon’s  work,  five  hundred  and  fifty, 
which  bare  rule  over  the  people  that  wrought  in  the  work. 

24.  But  Pharaoh’s  daughter  came  up  out  of  the  city  of 
David  unto  her  house  which  Solomon  had  built  for  her  : 
then  did  he  build  Millo. 

25.  And  three  times  in  a  year  did  Solomon  offer  burnt 
offerings  and  peace  offerings  upon  the  altar  which  he  built 
unto  the  Lord,  and  he  burnt  incense  upon  the  altar  that 
was  before  the  Lord.  So  he  finished  the  house. 

His  navy. — 26.  And  king  Solomon  made  a  navy  of  ships 
in  Ezion-geber,  which  is  beside  Eloth,  on  the  shore  of  the 
Red  sea,  in  the  land  of  Edom.  27.  And  Hiram  sent  in 
the  navy  his  servants,  shipmen  that  had  knowledge  of  the 
sea,  with  the  servants  of  Solomon.  28.  And  they  came 
to  Ophir,  and  fetched  from  thence  gold,  four  hundred  and 
twenty  talents,  and  brought  it  to  king  Solomon. 

The  visit  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba. — x.  1.  And  when  the 
queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fame  of  Solomon  concerning 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  she  came  to  prove  him  with  hard 
questions.  2.  And  she  came  to  Jerusalem  with  a  very 
great  train,  with  camels  that  bare  spices,  and  very  much 
gold,  and  precious  stones  :  and  when  she  was  come  to 
Solomon,  she  communed  with  him  of  all  that  was  in  her 
heart.  3.  And  Solomon  told  her  all  her  questions  :  there 
was  not  any  thing  hid  from  the  king,  which  he  told  her  not. 
4.  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  seen  all  Solomon’s 
wisdom,  and  the  house  that  he  had  built,  5.  and  the  meat 
of  his  table,  and  the  sitting  of  his  servants,  and  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  his  ministers,  and  their  apparel,  and  his  cupbearers, 
and  his  ascent  by  which  he  went  up  unto  the  house  of  the 
Lord  ;  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her.  6.  And  she  said 
to  the  king,  It  was  a  true  report  that  I  heard  in  mine  own 

25.  did  Solomon  offer.  It  was  not  at  this  time  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  the  priests  to  offer  sacrifice. 

28.  talents.  A  talent  of  gold  has  been  estimated  at  £6,150. 

x.  1.  queen  of  Sheba.  See  Appendix  II. 

5.  his  ascent.  Better,  as  in  R.V.  marg.,  “  his  burnt-offering 
which  he  offered  in  the  house  of  the  Lord." 


28 


SOLOMON’S  GLORY 


land  of  thy  acts  and  of  thy  wisdom.  7.  Howbeit  I  believed 
not  the  words,  until  I  came,  and  mine  eyes  had  seen  it : 
and,  behold,  the  half  was  not  told  me  :  thy  wisdom  and 
prosperity  exceedeth  the  fame  which  I  heard.  8.  Happy 
are  thy  men,  happy  are  these  thy  servants,  which  stand 
continually  before  thee,  and  that  hear  thy  wisdom.  9. 
Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  delighted  in  thee, 
to  set  thee  on  the  throne  of  Israel :  because  the  Lord 
loved  Israel  for  ever,  therefore  made  he  thee  king,  to  do 
judgment  and  justice.  10.  And  she  gave  the  king  an 
hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold,  and  of  spices  very 
great  store,  and  precious  stones  :  there  came  no  more 
such  abundance  of  spices  as  these  which  the  queen  of 
Sheba  gave  to  king  Solomon.  11.  And  the  navy  also  of 
Hiram,  that  brought  gold  from  Ophir,  brought  in  from 
Ophir  great  plenty  of  almug  trees,  and  precious  stones. 
12.  And  the  king  made  of  the  almug  trees  pillars  for  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  king’s  house,  harps  also 
and  psalteries  for  singers  :  there  came  no  such  almug  trees, 
nor  were  seen  unto  this  day.  13.  And  king  Solomon  gave 
unto  the  queen  of  Sheba  all  her  desire,  whatsoever  she 
asked,  beside  that  which  Solomon  gave  her  of  nis  royal 
bounty.  So  she  turned  and  went  to  her  own  country, 
she  and  her  servants. 

His  wealth  and  magnificence. — 14.  Now  the  weight  of 
gold  that  came  to  Solomon  in  one  year  was  six  hundred 
threescore  and  six  talents  of  gold,  15.  beside  that  he  had 
of  the  merchantmen,  and  of  the  trafhck  of  the  spice  mer¬ 
chants,  and  of  all  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  of  the  governors 
of  the  country.  16.  And  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred 
targets  of  beaten  gold  :  six  hundred  shekels  of  gold  went 
to  one  target.  17.  And  he  made  three  hundred  shields  of 

11.  almug  trees.  Perhaps  sandal- wood,  a  fragrant  wood  found 
to-day  in  India,  China,  and  the  Pacific  Islands  ;  it  is  used  for 
ornamental  wood-work,  and  its  oil  is  valuable  both  as  a  perfume 
and  a  medicine. 

12.  harps  .  .  .  psalteries.  Both  stringed  instruments,  probably 
primitive  forms  of  the  lyre  and  the  harp. 

16,  17.  shekels  .  .  .  pound.  The  gold  shekel  “weighed  a  little 
more  than  two  sovereigns  ”  ;  and  the  pound,  or  mina,  was  equal 
to  50  shekels. 

targets  =  shields. 
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beaten  gold  ;  three  pound  of  gold  went  to  one  shield  : 
and  the  king  put  them  in  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon. 
18.  Moreover  the  king  made  a  great  throne  of  ivory,  and 
overlaid  it  with  the  best  gold.  19.  The  throne  had  six 
steps,  and  the  top  of  the  throne  was  round  behind  :  and 
there  were  stays  on  either  side  on  the  place  of  the  seat, 
and  two  lions  stood  beside  the  stays.  20.  And  twelve  lions 
stood  there  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other  upon  the 
six  steps  ,*  there  was  not  the  like  made  in  any  kingdom. 
21.  And  all  king  Solomon’s  drinking  vessels  were  of  gold, 
and  all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon 
were  of  pure  gold  ;  none  were  of  silver :  it  was  nothing 
accounted  of  in  the  days  of  Solomon.  22.  For  the  king 
had  at  sea  a  navy  of  Tharshish  with  the  navy  of  Hiram  : 
once  in  three  years  came  the  navy  of  Tharshish,  bringing 
gold,  and  silver,  ivory,  and  apes,  and  peacocks.  23.  So 
king  Solomon  exceeded  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  for  riches 
and  for  wisdom.  24.  And  all  the  earth  sought  to  Solomon, 
to  hear  his  wisdom,  which  God  had  put  in  his  heart.  25. 
And  they  brought  every  man  his  present,  vessels  of  silver, 
and  vessels  of  gold,  and  garments,  and  armour,  and  spices, 
horses,  and  mules,  a  rate  year  by  year.  26.  And  Solomon 
gathered  together  chariots  and  horsemen  :  and  he  had  a 
thousand  and  four  hundred  chariots,  and  twelve  thousand 
horsemen,  whom  he  bestowed  in  the  cities  for  chariots, 
and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem.  27.  And  the  king  made 
silver  to  be  in  Jerusalem  as  stones,  and  cedars  made  he 
to  be  as  the  sycomore  trees  that  are  in  the  vale,  for  abun¬ 
dance.  28.  And  Solomon  had  horses  brought  out  of  Egypt, 
and  linen  yarn  :  the  king’s  merchants  received  the  linen 

19.  stays.  Better,  “on  both  sides  of  the  seat  were  arms”  (Kent, 
Students’  Q.T.,  vol.  ii.  p.  195). 

22.  a  navy  of  Tharshish.  The  phrase  probably  denotes  large 
merchant  vessels,  such  as  were  used  for  the  Phoenician  trade  in  the 
west  Mediterranean.  The  actual  destination  would  be  Ophir  (see 
Geog.  Index,  s.v.  Tarshish  and  Ophir). 

25.  a  rate  year  by  year.  The  presents,  in  fact,  were  tribute. 

27.  sycomore  (not  the  English  sycamore).  A  kind  of  fig-tree  : 
see  p.  ioo,  and  cp.  Amos  vii.  14,  and  Luke  xix.  4. 

in  the  vale,  i.e.  in  the  Sheplielah  (see  Appendix  I.,  3,  b). 

28.  Egypt.  For  Mizraim  (=  Egypt)  Muzri  (=  Cappadocia)  has 
been  suggested,  certainly  a  better  quarter  from  which  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  horses. 
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yarn  at  a  price.  29.  And  a  chariot  came  up  and  went  out 
of  Egypt  for  six  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  an  horse 
for  an  hundred  and  fifty  :  and  so  for  all  the  kings  of  the 
Hittites,  and  for  the  kings  of  Syria,  did  they  bring  them 
out  by  their  means. 


VII.  The  Decay  of  the  Royal  Power 

1  Kings  xi 

The  introduction  of  foreign  cults  through  the  influence  of 
Solomon's  vast  harem. — xi.  1.  But  king  Solomon  loved  many 
strange  women,  together  with  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh, 
women  of  the  Moabites,  Ammonites,  Edomites,  Zidonians, 
and  Hittites  ;  2.  of  the  nations  concerning  which  the 
Lord  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Ye  shall  not  marry 
them,  neither  shall  they  marry  you  :  for  surely  they  will 
turn  away  your  heart  after  their  gods  :  Solomon  clave 
unto  these  in  love.  3.  And  he  had  seven  hundred  wives, 
princesses,  and  three  hundred  concubines  :  and  his  wives 
turned  away  his  heart.  4.  For  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Solomon  was  old,  that  his  wives  turned  away  his  heart 
after  other  gods  :  and  his  heart  was  not  perfect  with  the 
Lord  his  God,  as  was  the  heart  of  David  his  father.  5.  For 
Solomon  went  after  Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of  the  Zidonians, 
and  after  Milcom  the  abomination  of  the  Ammonites. 
6.  And  Solomon  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  went 
not  fully  after  the  Lord,  as  did  David  his  father.  7.  Then 
did  Solomon  build  an  high  place  for  Chemosh,  the  abomi¬ 
nation  of  Moab,  in  the  hill  that  is  before  Jerusalem,  and 
for  Molech,  the  abomination  of  the  children  of  Ammon. 

29.  Hittites.  See  Appendix  II.  by  their  means,  i.e.  through  the 

agency  of  Israelite  trades. 

xi.  5.  Ashtoreth,  or  Astarte,  was  a  goddess  corresponding  in  many 
ways  to  the  Greek  Aphrodite,  and  was  worshipped  with  licentious 
rites. 

Milcom  (  =  Molech,  Moloch)  was  propitiated  by  human  sacrifice, 
and  parents  made  their  children  “pass  through  the  fire"  in  his 
honour. 

7.  Chemosh  also  had  human  sacrifices  offered  to  him  ;  cp.  2  Kings 
iii.  27,  p.  84. 

the  hill,  i.e.  the  Mount  of  Olives. 
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8.  And  likewise  did  he  for  all  his  strange  wives,  which 
burnt  incense  and  sacrificed  unto  their  gods. 

Jehovah's  anger  :  the  disruption  of  the  kingdom  announced. 
— 9.  And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon,  because  his 
heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  had 
appeared  unto  him  twice,  10.  and  had  commanded  him 
concerning  this  thing,  that  he  should  not  go  after  other 
gods  :  but  he  kept  not  that  which  the  Lord  commanded. 
11.  Wherefore  the  Lord  said  unto  Solomon,  Forasmuch 
as  this  is  done  of  thee,  and  thou  hast  not  kept  my  covenant 
and  my  statutes,  which  I  have  commanded  thee,  I  will 
surely  rend  the  kingdom  from  thee,  and  will  give  it  to  thy 
servant.  12.  Notwithstanding  in  thy  days  I  will  not  do 
it  for  David  thy  father’s  sake  :  but  I  will  rend  it  out  of 
the  hand  of  thy  son.  13.  Howbeit  I  will  not  rend  away 
all  the  kingdom  ;  but  will  give  one  tribe  to  thy  son  for 
David  my  servant’s  sake,  and  for  Jerusalem’s  sake  which 
I  have  chosen. 

Adversaries  are  raised  up  :  (1)  Hadad  the  Edomite. — 

14.  And  the  Lord  stirred  up  an  adversary  unto  Solomon, 
Hadad  the  Edomite  :  he  was  of  the  king’s  seed  in  Edom. 

15.  For  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  was  in  Edom,  and 
Joab  the  captain  of  the  host  was  gone  up  to  bury  the  slain, 
after  he  had  smitten  every  male  in  Edom  ;  16.  (for  six 
months  did  Joab  remain  there  with  all  Israel,  until  he 
had  cut  off  every  male  in  Edom  :)  17.  that  Hadad  fled, 
he  and  certain  Edomites  of  his  father’s  servants  with  him, 
to  go  into  Egypt ;  Hadad  being  yet  a  little  child.  18. 
And  they  arose  out  of  Midian,  and  came  to  Paran :  and 
they  took  men  with  them  out  of  Paran,  and  they  came  to 
Egypt,  unto  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt ;  which  gave  him  an 
house,  and  appointed  him  victuals,  and  gave  him  land. 
19.  And  Hadad  found  great  favour  in  the  sight  of  Pharaoh, 
so  that  he  gave  him  to  wife  the  sister  of  his  own  wife,  the 
sister  of  Tahpenes  the  queen.  20.  And  the  sister  of  Tah- 
penes  bare  him  Genubath  his  son,  whom  Tahpenes  weaned 
in  Pharaoh’s  house  :  and  Genubath  was  in  Pharaoh’s  house¬ 
hold  among  the  sons  of  Pharaoh.  21.  And  when  Hadad 
heard  in  Egypt  that  David  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  that 


15.  David  ;  cp.  2  Sam.  viii.  14. 
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Joab  the  captain  of  the  host  was  dead,  Hadad  said  to 
Pharaoh,  Let  me  depart,  that  I  may  go  to  mine  own 
country.  22.  Then  Pharaoh  said  unto  him,  But  what 
hast  thou  lacked  with  me,  that,  behold,  thou  seekest  to 
go  to  thine  own  country  ?  And  he  answered,  Nothing  : 
howbeit  let  me  go  in  any  wise. 

(2)  Rezon  of  Syria. — 23.  And  God  stirred  him  up  another 
adversary,  Rezon  the  son  of  Eliadah,  which  fled  from  his 
lord  Hadadezer  king  of  Zobah  :  24.  and  he  gathered  men 
unto  him,  and  became  captain  over  a  band,  when  David 
slew  them  of  Zobah  :  and  they  went  to  Damascus,  and 
dwelt  therein,  and  reigned  in  Damascus.  25.  And  he  was 
an  adversary  to  Israel  all  the  days  of  Solomon,  beside  the 
mischief  that  Hadad  did :  and  he  abhorred  Israel,  and 
reigned  over  Syria. 

(3)  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat :  the  prophecy  of  Ahijah. — 
26.  And  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  an  Ephrathite  of 
Zereda,  Solomon’s  servant,  whose  mother’s  name  was 
Zeruah,  a  widow  woman,  even  he  lifted  up  his  hand  against 
the  king.  27.  And  this  was  the  cause  that  he  lifted  up 
his  hand  against  the  king :  Solomon  built  Millo,  and 
repaired  the  breaches  of  the  city  of  David  his  father.  28. 
And  the  man  J eroboam  was  a  mighty  man  of  valour  :  and 
Solomon  seeing  the  young  man  that  he  was  industrious, 
he  made  him  ruler  over  all  the  charge  of  the  house  of 
Joseph.  29.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  that  time  when 
Jeroboam  went  out  of  Jerusalem,  that  the  prophet  Ahijah 
the  Shilonite  found  him  in  the  way  ;  and  he  had  clad  him¬ 
self  with  a  new  garment  ;  and  they  two  were  alone  in  the 
field :  30.  and  Ahijah  caught  the  new  garment  that  was 
on  him,  and  rent  it  in  twelve  pieces  :  31.  and  he  said  to 
Jeroboam,  Take  thee  ten  pieces  :  for  thus  saith  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Israel,  Behold,  I  will  rend  the  kingdom  out 
of  the  hand  of  Solomon,  and  will  give  ten  tribes  to  thee  : 

23.  Zobah  ;  cp.  2  Sam.  viii.  3-8.  The  “  raising  up  ”  of  Hadad 
the  Edomite  and  Rezon  of  Damascus  as  “  adversaries  ”  practically 
means  that  Edom  and  Damascus  were  detached  from  the  Davidic 
Empire. 

26.  Ephrathite.  Equivalent  to  “  Ephraimite  ”  here,  though  its 
more  correct  meaning  is  “  native  of  Ephratah,”  i.e.  Bethlehem. 

28.  charge  :  better,  “  gave  him  charge  of  the  forced  labour.” 

the  house  of  Joseph  =  Ephraim. 


i  KINGS  XI 


33 


32.  (but  be  shall  have  one  tribe  for  my  servant  David’s 
sake,  and  for  Jerusalem’s  sake,  the  city  which  I  have 
chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel :)  33.  because  that 
they  have  forsaken  me,  and  have  worshipped  Ashtoreth  the 
goddess  of  the  Zidonians,  Chemosh  the  god  of  the  Moabites, 
and  Milcom  the  god  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  have 
not  walked  in  my  ways,  to  do  that  which  is  right  in  mine 
eyes,  and  to  keep  my  statutes  and  my  judgments,  as  did 
David  his  father.  34.  Howbeit  I  will  not  take  the  whole 
kingdom  out  of  his  hand  :  but  I  will  make  him  prince  all 
the  days  of  his  life  for  David  my  servant’s  sake,  whom  I 
chose,  because  he  kept  my  commandments  and  my  statutes  : 
35.  but  I  will  take  the  kingdom  out  of  his  son’s  hand,  and 
will  give  it  unto  thee,  even  ten  tribes.  36.  And  unto  his 
son  will  I  give  one  tribe,  that  David  my  servant  may  have 
a  light  alway  before  me  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  I 
have  chosen  me  to  put  my  name  there.  37.  And  I  will 
take  thee,  and  thou  shalt  reign  according  to  all  that  thy 
soul  desireth,  and  shalt  be  king  over  Israel.  38.  And  it 
shall  be,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  all  that  I  command 
thee,  and  wilt  walk  in  my  ways,  and  do  that  is  right  in  my 
sight,  to  keep  my  statutes  and  my  commandments,  as 
David  my  servant  did  ;  that  I  will  be  with  thee,  and 
build  thee  a  sure  house,  as  I  built  for  David,  and  will  give 
Israel  unto  thee.  39.  And  I  will  for  this  afflict  the  seed  of 
David,  but  not  for  ever.  40.  Solomon  sought  therefore 
to  kill  Jeroboam.  And  Jeroboam  arose,  and  fled  into 
Egypt,  unto  Shishak  king  of  Egypt,  and  was  in  Egypt 
until  the  death  of  Solomon. 

The  death  of  Solomon. — 41.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Solomon,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  his  wisdom,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  the  acts  of  Solomon  ?  42.  And 

the  tirne^  that  Solomon  reigned  in  Jerusalem  over  all 
Israel  was  forty  years.  43-  And  Solomon  slept  with  his 
fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of  David  his  father : 
and  Rehoboam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

36.  light.  The  peasants  of  Palestine  at  the  present  day  are  said 
to  keep  a  lamp  burning  all  night ;  so  the  metaphor  would  be  both 
a  striking  and  a  familiar  one  to  Hebrew  readers  (see  xv.  4,  p.  1 32) • 

40.  Shishak  =  Sheshonk  I.,  the  first  king  of  the  22nd  Dynasty. 

41.  acts  of  Solomon.  See  p.  xiii. 

IV— 3 
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VIII.  A  Psalm  of  Solomon 
Psalm  ii 

1.  Why  do  the  heathen  so  furiously  rage  together, 
and  why  do  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing  ? 

2.  The  kings  of  the  earth  stand  up,  and  the  rulers  take 

counsel  together, 

against  the  Lord,  and  against  his  Anointed. 

3.  “  Let  us  break  their  bonds  asunder, 
and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us.” 

4.  He  that  dwelleth  in  heaven  shall  laugh  them  to  scorn  ; 
the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision. 

5.  Then  shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath, 
and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasure : 

6.  “  Yet  have  I  set  my  king 
upon  my  holy  hill  of  Sion.” 

7.  I  will  preach  the  law, 

whereof  the  Lord  hath  said  unto  me,  “  Thou  art  my 
son, 

this  day  have  I  begotten  thee  : 

8  desire  of  me,  and  I  shall  give  thee  the  heathen  for 
thine  inheritance, 

and  the  utmost  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession  : 

9.  thou  shalt  bruise  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  ; 

and  break  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter’s  vessel.” 

10.  Be  wise  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings  ; 

be  learned,  ye  that  are  judges  of  the  earth. 

Psalm  ii.  It  is  exceedingly  probable  that  this  Psalm  may  be 
referred  to  Solomon,  whose  reign  was  not  without  its  difficulties. 
He  had  enemies  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  thought  of  both 
Israel  and  the  king  being  regarded  as  Jehovah’s  firstborn  son 
naturally  led  to  a  Messianic  interpretation  ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
language  of  the  Psalm  was  explained  as  prophetic  of  Christ  and 
His  kingdom.  The  Prayer  Book  version  has  been  given,  with  the 
punctuation  altered. 

1,  2.  Cp.  Acts  iv.  25-8.  The  poet,  who  is  the  king,  observes  the 
opposition  to  Jehovah  and  to  himself,  Jehovah's  anointed  one. 

3.  The  rebellious  nations  are  represented  as  speaking. 

6.  These  are  the  words  of  Jehovah. 

7.  Cp .  Acts  xiii.  33  ;  Heb.  i.  5,  v.  5. 

the  law,  whereof  ;  i.e.  the  king  recites  the  decree  recording  his 
adoption  by  Jehovah. 
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11.  Serve  the  Lord  in  fear, 

and  rejoice  unto  him  with  reverence. 

12.  Kiss  the  son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  so  ye  perish  from 

the  right  way, 

if  his  wrath  be  kindled,  yea,  but  a  little. 

Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in  him. 

12.  Kiss  the  son.  An  obscure  and  doubtful  phrase,  which  possibly 
should  read  “  Worship  purely,"  i.e .  Jehovah. 


PART  II 

THE  HISTORY  OF  ISRAEL ,  OR  THE 
NORTHERN  KINGDOM 

C .  930-722  B.C. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
NORTHERN  KINGDOM  FROM  JEROBOAM  I. 
TO  THE  DEATH  OF  JEHORAM 


C.  930-843  B.C. 


HE  most  important  of  the  foreign  events  in  the 


reign  of  Jeroboam  I.  were  the  invasion  by  Shishak, 
king  of  Egypt  (See  App.  II.),  and  the  war  with  Judah,  which 
continued  off  and  on  till  it  was  ended  by  the  alliance  of 
Ahab  and  Jehoshaphat.  Internally,  we  may  mention  the 
selection  first  of  Shechem,  secondly  of  Penuel,  as  the  capital 
or  royal  residence,  and  the  establishment  of  the  cult  of  the 
Golden  Calves  at  Dan  and  Bethel.  The  latter  was  the  act 
which  caused  Jeroboam  to  be  remembered  for  ever  as 
the  man  “  who  made  Israel  to  sin  ”  ;  but  two  facts  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  namely,  that  the  cult  was  a  form  of 
Jehovah-worship  ( cp .  the  story  of  the  Golden  Calf  in  the 
Wilderness),  and  that  at  the  time  the  step  would  not  be 
regarded  with  the  horror  of  the  later  writers  and  com¬ 
pilers,  who  wished  to  have  no  sanctuary,  no  holy  place, 
no  sacrifice  except  at  Jerusalem  ;  further,  from  a  political 
point  of  view,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  do  something 
of  the  kind  in  order  to  prevent  the  loss  of  allegiance  which 
would  inevitably  follow  from  regular  pilgrimages  to 
Jerusalem.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  undoubtedly  “  a 
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backward  step,”  a  bar  to  the  progress  of  national  religion, 
and  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  national  decay. 

With  the  murder  of  Nadab  begins  the  series  of  political 
crimes  and  revolutions  which  distinguishes  the  history  of 
Israel  from  that  of  Judah,  where  the  descendants  of  David 
reigned  continuously  till  the  fall  of  Jerusalem.  The  next 
three  kings  can  be  quickly  disposed  of.  Baasha  attempted 
to  secure  his  position  on  the  throne  by  murdering  the 
house  of  Jeroboam  :  he  was  a  military  king,  and  pressed 
Asa  of  Judah  very  hard,  until  Benhadad  I.  of  Syria, 
bribed  by  Asa,  diverted  his  attention  by  an  attack  on  the 
north.  He  adopted  Tirzah  as  his  capital.  Elah  was 
killed  by  conspirators  during  a  campaign  against  the 
Philistines.  Zimri,  his  murderer,  was  overthrown,  a  few 
days  later,  by  Omri. 

The  dynasty  of  Omri  was  a  powerful  one,  and  lasted 
for  three  generations.  Omri  himself  founded  Samaria,  a 
position  of  considerable  strength.  He  subdued  Mesha  of 
Moab,  C.  880  B.c.,  as  is  recorded  in  the  famous  inscription 
on  the  “  Moabite  Stone.”  He  was  succeeded  by  Ahab, 
one  of  the  greatest  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  whose  political 
and  military  achievements  are  somewhat  obscured  in  our 
narrative  because  the  narrator  wished  to  emphasise  the 
religious  rather  than  the  historical  side  of  the  picture. 
The  marriage  of  Ahab  with  Jezebel,  the  daughter  of 
Ethbaal  of  Tyre,  strengthened  Israel  on  the  north  by 
cementing  an  alliance  with  Phoenicia,  but  was  followed  by 
the  introduction  of  Baal-worship  under  the  protection  of 
Jezebel.  The  cause  of  Jehovah  was  vindicated  by  Elijah, 
after  a  great  struggle.  Ahab  himself  was  not  so  much  un¬ 
faithful  as  lukewarm  ;  but  Elijah  appreciated  the  danger  of 
the  religious  crisis,  and  to  him  alone  is  due  the  credit  of 
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the  final  victory.  In  Ahab’s  reign  occurred  the  successful 
revolt  of  Mesha  of  Moab,  after  many  years  of  subjection  to 
Israel  and  the  house  of  Omri  (see  App.  II.,  the  Moabite 
Stone).  Ahab’s  Syrian  wars  consisted  of  three  campaigns. 
In  the  first,  driven  to  bay  by  Benhadad  II. ’s  impossible 
demands,  he  sallied  out  of  Samaria  and  won  a  decisive 
victory.  In  the  second  he  defeated  Benhadad  at  the 
battle  of  Aphek,  and  took  him  prisoner :  the  chief  result 
of  this  was  that  Israel  was  granted  a  quarter  in  Damascus 
for  her  merchants.  In  the  third  campaign  Ahab  was 
supported  by  Jehoshaphat  of  Judah  ;  but  their  combined 
forces  were  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Ramoth-gilead,  and 
Ahab  was  killed. 

According  to  the  Assyrian  inscriptions,  in  854  b.c. 
Ahab  with  10,000  men  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Karkar, 
in  which  Shalmaneser  II.  of  Assyria  defeated  the  Syrians 
and  their  allies.  This  event,  which  may  be  placed  between 
Ahab’s  second  and  third  Syrian  campaigns,  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  Scripture  narrative. 
For  Assyria  now  first  comes  upon  the  scene,  a  power 
destined  to  play  a  decisive  part  in  the  history  of  Palestine. 

In  the  reign  of  Ahaziah,  the  son  of  Ahab,  Moab  became 
aggressive  :  certainly  in  his  time,  and  in  that  of  his  brother, 
Jehoram,  the  strong  position  of  the  crown  created  by 
Omri  and  Ahab  was  quickly  overthrown :  it  had  no 
moral  basis.  An  unsatisfactory  campaign  was  conducted 
by  Israel  and  Judah  against  Moab,  in  which  Mesha  was 
driven  to  extremities,  but  not  decisively  beaten. 

According  to  the  account  given  in  Kings  we  must  refer 
to  the  reign  of  Jehoram  the  siege  of  Samaria,  in  which 
the  town  was  reduced  to  absolute  famine.  But  not  long 
afterwards  we  find  Jehoram’s  army  attempting  to  recover 
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Ramoth-gilead :  and  it  was  during  this  siege  that  the 
conspiracy  of  Jehu  came  to  a  head,  resulting  in  the  murder 
of  Jehoram  and  his  mother  Jezebel  at  Jezreel. 


The  Great  Rebellion  and  the  Division  of  the 

Kingdom,  c.  930  b.c. 

1  Kings  xii.  1-25 

The  grievances  of  the  people. — xii.  1.  And  Rehoboam 
went  to  Shechem  :  for  all  Israel  were  come  to  Shechem  to 
make  him  king.  2.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat,  who  was  yet  in  Egypt,  heard  of  it,  (for 
he  was  fled  from  the  presence  of  king  Solomon,  and  Jero¬ 
boam  dwelt  in  Egypt  ;)  3.  that  they  sent  and  called  him. 
And  Jeroboam  and  all  the  congregation  of  Israel  came, 
and  spake  unto  Rehoboam,  saying,  4.  Thy  father  made 
our  yoke  grievous  :  now  therefore  make  thou  the  grievous 
service  of  thy  father,  and  his  heavy  yoke  which  he  put 
upon  us,  lighter,  and  we  will  serve  thee.  5.  And  he  said 
unto  them,  Depart  yet  for  three  days,  then  come  again  to 
me.  And  the  people  departed. 

Rehoboam' s  harsh  attitude. — 6.  And  king  Rehoboam  con¬ 
sulted  with  the  old  men,  that  stood  before  Solomon  his 
father  while  he  yet  lived,  and  said,  How  do  ye  advise  that 
I  may  answer  this  people  ?  7.  And  they  spake  unto  him, 

saying,  If  thou  wilt  be  a  servant  unto  this  people  this  day, 
and  wilt  serve  them,  and  answer  them,  and  speak  good 
words  to  them,  then  they  will  be  thy  servants  for  ever. 

8.  But  he  forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men,  which  they 
had  given  him,  and  consulted  with  the  young  men  that 
were  grown  up  with  him,  and  which  stood  before  him  : 

9.  and  he  said  unto  them,  What  counsel  give  ye  that  we 
may  answer  this  people,  who  have  spoken  to  me,  saying, 
Make  the  yoke  which  thy  father  did  put  upon  us  lighter  ? 

10.  And  the  young  men  that  were  grown  up  with  him 

1.  Shechem  was  an  important  centre  from  the  time  of  Jacob, 
and  Jeroboam  afterwards  made  it  his  capital.  No  doubt  Jeroboam 
had  chosen  it  as  the  scene  of  his  negotiations  with  Rehoboam 
because  here,  at  a  distance  from  Jerusalem,  the  influence  of  Reho- 
boam’s  Judean  supporters  would  be  comparatively  weak. 
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spake  unto  him,  saying,  Thus  shalt  thou  speak  unto  this 
people  that  spake  unto  thee,  saying,  Thy  father  made  our 
yoke  heavy,  but  make  thou  it  lighter  unto  us  ;  thus  shalt 
thou  say  unto  them,  My  little  finger  shall  be  thicker  than 
my  father’s  loins,  n.  And  now  whereas  my  father  did 
lade  you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to  your  yoke  :  my 
father  hath  chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I  will  chastise 
you  with  scorpions.  12.  So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people 
came  to  Rehoboam  the  third  day,  as  the  king  had  appointed, 
saying,  Come  to  me  again  the  third  day.  13.  And  the  king 
answered  the  people  roughly,  and  forsook  the  old  men’s 
counsel  that  they  gave  him  ;  14.  and  spake  to  them  after 
the  counsel  of  the  young  men,  saying,  My  father  made  your 
yoke  heavy,  and  I  will  add  to  your  yoke  :  my  father  also 
chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I  will  chastise  you  with 
scorpions.  15.  Wherefore  the  king  hearkened  not  unto  the 
people  ;  for  the  cause  was  from  the  Lord,  that  he  might 
perform  his  saying,  which  the  Lord  spake  by  Ahijah  the 
Shilonite  unto  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat. 

The  great  rebellion. — 16.  So  when  all  Israel  saw  that  the 
king  hearkened  not  unto  them,  the  people  answered  the 
king,  saying,  What  portion  have  we  in  David  ?  neither 
have  we  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse  :  to  your  tents, 
O  Israel :  now  see  to  thine  own  house,  David.  So  Israel 
departed  unto  their  tents.  17.  But  as  for  the  children  of 
Israel  which  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  Rehoboam  reigned 
over  them.  18.  Then  king  Rehoboam  sent  Adoram,  who 
was  over  the  tribute  ;  and  all  Israel  stoned  him  with 
stones,  that  he  died.  Therefore  king  Rehoboam  made 
speed  to  get  him  up  to  his  chariot,  to  flee  to  Jerusalem. 
19.  So  Israel  rebelled  against  the  house  of  David  unto  this 
day.  20.'  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  Israel  heard  that 
Jeroboam  was  come  again,  that  they  sent  and  called  him 

11.  scorpions.  Probably  a  name  given  to  a  special  kind  of 
scourge,  or  cudgel. 

15.  from  the  Lord.  Better,  “  it  was  a  thing  brought  about  of  the 
Lord  ”  (R.V.).  See  xi.  31  seq.,  p.  32. 

16.  tents,  in  each  sentence  where  it  occurs,  is  not  to  be  taken 
literally. 

18.  Adoram  =  Adoniram  (v.  14),  was  probably  the  most  un¬ 
popular  man  in  the  kingdom  in  consequence  of  his  connection  with 
the  corvid. 
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unto  the  congregation,  and  made  him  king  over  all  Israel : 
there  was  none  that  followed  the  house  of  David,  but  the 
tribe  of  Judah  only. 

Judah  and  Benjamin  acquiesce  in  the  secession  of  the 
northern  tribes. — 21.  And  when  Rehoboam  was  come  to 
Jerusalem,  he  assembled  all  the  house  of  Judah,  with  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  an  hundred  and  fourscore  thousand 
chosen  men,  which  were  warriors,  to  fight  against  the 
house  of  Israel,  to  bring  the  kingdom  again  to  Rehoboam 
the  son  of  Solomon.  22.  But  the  word  of  God  came  unto 
Shemaiah  the  man  of  God,  saying,  23.  Speak  unto  Reho¬ 
boam,  the  son  of  Solomon,  king  of  Judah,  and  unto  all  the 
house  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  to  the  remnant  of  the 
people,  saying,  24.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  shall  not  go 
up,  nor  fight  against  your  brethren  the  children  of  Israel : 
return  every  man  to  his  house  ;  for  this  thing  is  from  me. 
They  hearkened  therefore  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and 
returned  to  depart,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 


Jeroboam  I.,  c.  930  b.c. 

1  Kings  xii.  25— xiv.  20 

The  institution  of  the  worship  of  the  Golden  Calves  at 
Bethel  and  Dan. — 25.  Then  Jeroboam  built  Shechem  in 
mount  Ephraim,  and  dwelt  therein  ;  and  went  out  from 
thence,  and  built  Penuel.  26.  And  Jeroboam  said  in  his 
heart,  Now  shall  the  kingdom  return  to  the  house  of 
David  :  27.  if  this  people  go  up  to  do  sacrifice  in  the  house 

20.  Judah  only  ;  cp.  verse  23,  “and  Benjamin.”  The  fact  seems 
to  have  been  that  some  of  Benjamin  was  reckoned  with  Judah, 
chiefly  the  part  round  Jerusalem,  while  the  greater  part  joined  the 
Northern  Kingdom. 

22.  man  of  God,  here  and  elsewhere  =  prophet. 

24.  nor  fight.  Nevertheless  there  was  more  or  less  continuous 
war  between  Judah  and  Israel,  till  the  marriage  of  Jehoram  son  of 
Jeshoshaphat  to  Athaliah  daughter  of  Ahab. 

25.  built  Sheohem.  “  Built,”  as  often,  means  fortified. 

Penuel,  i.e.  he  transferred  the  capital  to  Penuel  across  the  Jordan. 

The  reason  for  the  change  is  not  known.  Wellhausen  supposes 
that  he  was  driven  out  of  western  Israel  by  the  temporary  success 
of  Rehoboam  ( History  of  Israel  and  Judah,  p.  59). 
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of  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem,  then  shall  the  heart  of  this 
people  turn  again  unto  their  lord,  even  unto  Rehoboam 
king  of  Judah,  and  they  shall  kill  me,  and  go  again  to 
Rehoboam  king  of  Judah.  28.  Whereupon  the  king  took 
counsel,  and  made  two  calves  of  gold,  and  said  unto  them, 
It  is  too  much  for  you  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem  :  behold  thy 
gods,  O  Israel,  which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt.  29.  And  he  set  the  one  in  Beth-el,  and  the  other 
put  he  in  Dan.  30.  And  this  thing  became  a  sin  :  for  the 
people  went  to  worship  before  the  one,  even  unto  Dan. 
31.  And  he  made  an  house  of  high  places,  and  made  priests 
of  the  lowest  of  the  people,  which  were  not  of  the  sons  of 
Levi.  32.  And  Jeroboam  ordained  a  feast  in  the  eighth 
month,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  like  unto  the 
feast  that  is  in  Judah,  and  he  offered  upon  the  altar.  So 
did  he  in  Bethel,  sacrificing  unto  the  calves  that  he  had 
made  :  and  he  placed  in  Beth-el  the  priests  of  the  high 
places  which  he  had  made.  33.  So  he  offered  upon  the 
altar  which  he  had  made  in  Beth-el  the  fifteenth  day  of 
the  eighth  month,  even  in  the  month  which  he  had  devised 
of  his  own  heart ;  and  ordained  a  feast  unto  the  children 
of  Israel :  and  he  offered  upon  the  altar,  and  burnt 
incense. 

Story  of  Jeroboam  and  the  man  of  God  from  Judah  ;  the 
denunciation  of  Jeroboam  at  Bethel. — xiii.  1.  And,  behold, 
there  came  a  man  of  God  out  of  Judah  by  the  word  of  the 
Lord  unto  Beth-el :  and  Jeroboam  stood  by  the  altar  to 
burn  incense.  2.  And  he  cried  against  the  altar  in  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  said,  O  altar,  altar,  thus  saith  the 
Lord  ;  Behold,  a  child  shall  be  born  unto  the  house  of 

28.  calves;  cp.  Exod.xxxii.  4,  where  Aaron  uses  the  same  language 
as  Jeroboam.  The  origin  of  the  ox  as  a  symbol  of  divinity  is  not 
Egyptian  but  Semitic.  The  new  cult  was  a  form  of  Jehovah 
worship  (see  p.  39,  and  vol.  ii.  p.  53  n.). 

31.  an  house  of  high  places.  Better,  “houses”;  i.e.  erected 
temples  at  Dan  and  Beth-el. 

of  the  lowest  of.  Better,  with  R.V.,  “from  among  all.” 

32.  in  Judah.  Jeroboam  deliberately  chose  a  date  for  the  Feast 
of  Tabernacles  a  month  later  than  Judah,  perhaps  on  account  of 
the  lateness  of  the  harvest  further  north.  “Like  unto  the  feast 
that  is  in  Judah  ”  must  refer  to  the  ritual  of  the  feast.  The  writer 
is  accounting  for  the  peculiarity  of  the  Israelite  custom. 


46 


THE  MAN  OF  GOD  AT  BETHEL 


David,  Josiah  by  name  ;  and  upon  thee  shall  he  offer  the 
priests  of  the  high  places  that  burn  incense  upon  thee, 
and  men’s  bones  shall  be  burnt  upon  thee.  3.  And  he 
gave  a  sign  the  same  day,  saying,  This  is  the  sign  which 
the  Lord  hath  spoken  ;  Behold,  the  altar  shall  be  rent, 
and  the  ashes  that  are  upon  it  shall  be  poured  out.  4.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  king  Jeroboam  heard  the  saying  of 
the  man  of  God,  which  had  cried  against  the  altar  in 
Beth-el,  that  he  put  forth  his  hand  from  the  altar,  saying, 
Lay  hold  on  him.  And  his  hand,  which  he  put  forth 
against  him,  dried  up,  so  that  he  could  not  pull  it  in  again 
to  him.  5.  The  altar  also  was  rent,  and  the  ashes  poured 
out  from  the  altar,  according  to  the  sign  which  the  man 
of  God  had  given  by  the  word  of  the  Lord.  6.  And  the 
king  answered  and  said  unto  the  man  of  God,  Intreat  now 
the  face  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  pray  for  me,  that  my 
hand  may  be  restored  me  again.  And  the  man  of  God 
besought  the  Lord,  and  the  king’s  hand  was  restored  him 
again,  and  became  as  it  was  before.  7.  And  the  king  said 
unto  the  man  of  God,  Come  home  with  me,  and  refresh 
thyself,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  reward.  8.  And  the  man  of 
God  said  unto  the  king,  If  thou  wilt  give  me  half  thine 
house,  I  will  not  go  in  with  thee,  neither  will  I  eat  bread 
nor  drink  water  in  this  place  :  9.  for  so  it  was  charged  me 
by  the  word  of  the  LoP.d,  saying,  Eat  no  bread,  nor  drink 
water,  nor  turn  again  by  the  same  way  that  thou  earnest. 
10.  So  he  went  another  way,  and  returned  not  by  the  way 
that  he  came  to  Beth-el. 

The  temptation  of  the  man  of  God. — 11.  Now  there  dwelt 
an  old  prophet  in  Beth-el ;  and  his  sons  came  and  told  him 
all  the  works  that  the  man  of  God  had  done  that  day  in 
Beth-el :  the  words  which  he  had  spoken  unto  the  king, 
them  they  told  also  to  their  father.  12.  And  their  father 
said  unto  them,  What  way  went  he  ?  For  his  sons  had 
seen  what  way  the  man  of  God  went,  which  came  from 
Judah.  13.  And  he  said  unto  his  sons,  Saddle  me  the  ass. 

2.  Josiah  :  cp.  2  Kings  xxiii.  15-20,  vol.  v.  p.  29  ;  Josiah  slew  the 
priests  upon  the  altars.  The  mention  of  the  name  of  the  king  who 
was  to  fulfil  the  prophecy  uttered  so  long  before  is  unexampled. 
The  whole  passage  has  been  shown  to  be  of  a  comparatively  late 
date,  certainly  after  Josiah’s  time  ;  see  on  verse  32. 
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So  they  saddled  him  the  ass  :  and  he  rode  thereon,  14.  and 
went  after  the  man  of  God,  and  found  him  sitting  under 
an  oak  :  and  he  said  unto  him,  Art  thou  the  man  of  God 
that  earnest  from  Judah  ?  And  he  said,  I  am.  15.  Then 
he  said  unto  him,  Come  home  with  me,  and  eat  bread. 
16.  And  he  said,  I  may  not  return  with  thee,  nor  go  in  with 
thee  :  neither  will  I  eat  bread  nor  drink  water  with  thee 
in  this  place  :  17.  for  it  was  said  to  me  by  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  Thou  shalt  eat  no  bread  nor  drink  water  there,  nor 
turn  again  to  go  by  the  way  that  thou  earnest.  18.  He 
said  unto  him,  I  am  a  prophet  also  as  thou  art  ;  and  an 
angel  spake  unto  me  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  saying, 
Bring  him  back  with  thee  into  thine  house,  that  he  may 
eat  bread  and  drink  water.  But  he  lied  unto  him.  19.  So 
he  went  back  with  him,  and  did  eat  bread  in  his  house,  and 
drank  water. 

His  punishment. — 20.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  sat 
at  the  table,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  the 
prophet  that  brought  him  back  :  21.  and  he  cried  unto  the 
man  of  God  that  came  from  Judah,  saying,  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  Forasmuch  as  thou  hast  disobeyed  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord,  and  hast  not  kept  the  commandment  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  thee,  22.  but  earnest  back, 
and  hast  eaten  bread  and  drank  water  in  the  place,  of  the 
which  the  Lord  did  say  to  thee,  Eat  no  bread,  and 
drink  no  water  ;  thy  carcase  shall  not  come  unto  the 
sepulchre  of  thy  fathers.  23.  And  it  came  to  pass,  after 
he  had  eaten  bread,  and  after  he  had  drunk,  that  he 
saddled  for  him  the  ass,  to  wit,  for  the  prophet  whom  he 
had  brought  back.  24.  And  when  he  was  gone,  a  lion  met 
him  by  the  way,  and  slew  him  :  and  his  carcase  was  cast 
in  the  way,  and  the  ass  stood  by  it,  the  lion  also  stood  by 
the  carcase.  25*  And,  behold,  men  passed  by,  and  saw 
the  carcase  cast  in  the  way,  and  the  lion  standing  by  the 
carcase  :  and  they  came  and  told  it  in  the  city  where  the 

14.  an  oak  :  a  terebinth  or  turpentine  tree,  perhaps  the  “  oak 

by  Deborah’s  grave  (Gen.  xxxv.  8).  , 

18.  an  angel  spake  unto  me.  The  deceit  of  the  old  prophet  01 
Beth-el  is  nowhere  condemned  ;  but  in  early  times  deceitfulness  of 
a  subtle  kind  was  considered  admirable.  The  beauty  of  absolute 
truthfulness  was  not  recognised  till  it  was  taught  by  Christ. 
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old  prophet  dwelt.  26.  And  when  the  prophet  that 
brought  him  back  from  the  way  heard  thereof,  he  said,  It 
is  the  man  of  God,  who  was  disobedient  unto  the  word  of 
the  Lord  :  therefore  the  Lord  hath  delivered  him  unto  the 
lion,  which  hath  torn  him,  and  slain  him,  according  to 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  unto  him.  27.  And 
he  spake  to  his  sons,  saying,  Saddle  me  the  ass.  And  they 
saddled  him.  28.  And  he  went  and  found  his  carcase  cast 
in  the  way,  and  the  ass  and  the  lion  standing  by  the  car¬ 
case  :  the  lion  had  not  eaten  the  carcase,  nor  torn  the  ass. 

His  burial. — 29.  And  the  prophet  took  up  the  carcase 
of  the  man  of  God,  and  laid  it  upon  the  ass,  and  brought 
it  back  ;  and  the  old  prophet  came  to  the  city,  to  mourn 
and  to  bury  him.  30.  And  he  laid  his  carcase  in  his  own 
grave  ;  and  they  mourned  over  him,  saying,  Alas,  my 
brother  !  31.  And  it  came  to  pass,  after  he  had  buried 

him,  that  he  spake  to  his  sons,  saying,  When  I  am  dead, 
then  bury  me  in  the  sepulchre  wherein  the  man  of  God  is 
buried  ;  lay  my  bones  beside  his  bones  :  32.  for  the  saying 
which  he  cried  by  the  word  of  the  Lord  against  the  altar 
in  Beth-el,  and  against  all  the  houses  of  the  high  places 
which  are  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  shall  surely  come  to  pass. 

33.  After  this  thing  Jeroboam  returned  not  from  his 
evil  way,  but  made  again  of  the  lowest  of  the  people 
priests  of  the  high  places  :  whosoever  would,  he  conse¬ 
crated  him,  and  he  became  one  of  the  priests  of  the  high 
places.  34.  And  this  thing  became  sin  unto  the  house  of 
Jeroboam,  even  to  cut  it  off,  and  to  destroy  it  from  off 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

Story  of  Jeroboam  and  the  prophet  Ahijah  ;  the  illness  of 
Jeroboam’s  son  ;  Ahijah  is  consulted. — xiv.  1.  At  that  time 
Abijah  the  son  of  Jeroboam  fell  sick.  2.  And  Jeroboam 
said  to  his  wife,  Arise,  I  pray  thee,  and  disguise  thyself, 
that  thou  be  not  known  to  be  the  wife  of  Jeroboam  ;  and 
get  thee  to  Shiloh  :  behold,  there  is  Ahijah  the  prophet, 
which  told  me  that  I  should  be  king  over  this  people. 

32.  Samaria.  This  is  an  anachronism,  for  Samaria  was  not 
built  at  this  time.  The  old  man  wished  to  have  the  honour  of  being 
buried  by  the  side  of  a  true  and  courageous  prophet. 

33.  The  first  half  of  this  verse  repeats  xii.  31,  p.  45,  which  see. 

2.  which  told  me  ;  xi.  29  seq.,  p.  32. 
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3.  And  take  with  thee  ten  loaves,  and  cracknels,  and  a 
cruse  of  honey,  and  go  to  him  :  he  shall  tell  thee  what 
shall  become  of  the  child.  4.  And  Jeroboam’s  wife  did 
so,  and  arose,  and  went  to  Shiloh,  and  came  to  the  house 
of  Ahijah.  But  Ahijah  could  not  see  ;  for  his  eyes  were 
set  by  reason  of  his  age.  5.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Ahijah,  Behold,  the  wife  of  Jeroboam  cometh  to  ask  a 
thing  of  thee  for  her  son  ;  for  he  is  sick  :  thus  and  thus 
shalt  thou  say  unto  her ;  for  it  shall  be,  when  she  cometh 
in,  that  she  shall  feign  herself  to  be  another  woman. 

Ahijah  denounces  the  house  of  Jeroboam. — 6.  And  it  was  so, 
when  Ahijah  heard  the  sound  of  her  feet,  as  she  came  in  at 
the  door,  that  he  said,  Come  in,  thou  wife  of  Jeroboam  ; 
why  feignest  thou  thyself  to  be  another  ?  for  I  am  sent 
to  thee  with  heavy  tidings.  7.  Go,  tell  Jeroboam,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Forasmuch  as  I  exalted  thee 
from  among  the  people,  and  made  thee  prince  over  my 
people  Israel,  8.  and  rent  the  kingdom  away  from  the 
house  of  David,  and  gave  it  thee  :  and  yet  thou  hast  not 
been  as  my  servant  David,  who  kept  my  commandments, 
and  who  followed  me  with  all  his  heart,  to  do  that  only 
which  was  right  in  mine  eyes  ;  9.  but  hast  done  evil  above 
all  that  were  before  thee  :  for  thou  hast  gone  and  made 
thee  other  gods,  and  molten  images,  to  provoke  me  to 
anger,  and  hast  cast  me  behind  thy  back  :  10.  therefore, 
behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  and 
will  cut  off  from  Jeroboam  every  man  child,  and  him  that 
is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel,  and  will  take  away  the  remnant 
of  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  as  a  man  taketh  away  dung, 
till  it  be  all  gone.  11.  Him  that  dieth  of  Jeroboam  in  the 
city  shall  the  dogs  eat  ;  and  him  that  dieth  in  the  field 
shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat :  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken 
it.  12.  Arise  thou  therefore,  get  thee  to  thine  own  house  : 
and  when  thy  feet  enter  into  the  city,  the  child  shall  die. 
13.  And  all  Israel  shall  mourn  for  him,  and  bury  him  : 
for  he  only  of  Jeroboam  shall  come  to  the  grave,  because 
in  him  there  is  found  some  good  thing  toward  the  Lord 

10.  shut  up  and  left.  Apparently  a  proverbial  phrase  meaning 
“  every  one.”  It  has  been  rendered  “  fettered  and  free,”  “  young 
and  old.” 

13.  come  to  the  grave,  i.e.  shall  die  in  his  bed. 
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God  of  Israel  in  the  house  of  Jeroboam.  14.  Moreover  the 
Lord  shall  raise  him  up  a  king  over  Israel,  who  shall  cut 
off  the  house  of  Jeroboam  that  day  :  but  what  ?  even 
now.  15.  For  the  Lord  shall  smite  Israel,  as  a  reed  is 
shaken  in  the  water,  and  he  shall  root  up  Israel  out  of 
this  good  land,  which  he  gave  to  their  fathers,  and  shall 
scatter  them  beyond  the  river,  because  they  have  made 
their  groves,  provoking  the  Lord  to  anger.  16.  And  he 
shall  give  Israel  up  because  of  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  who 
did  sin,  and  who  made  Israel  to  sin. 

The  death  of  the  young  prince. — 17.  And  Jeroboam’s  wife 
arose,  and  departed,  and  came  to  Tirzah  :  and  when  she 
came  to  the  threshold  of  the  door,  the  child  died  ;  18.  and 
they  buried  him  ;  and  all  Israel  mourned  for  him,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by  the  hand 
of  his  servant  Ahijah  the  prophet. 

Death  of  Jeroboam. — 19.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Jeroboam,  how  he  warred,  and  how  he  reigned,  behold, 
they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings 
of  Israel.  20.  And  the  days  which  Jeroboam  reigned 
were  two  and  twenty  years  :  and  he  slept  with  his  fathers, 
and  Nadab  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Nadab  :  c .  917  b.c. 

1  Kings  xv.  25-31 

No  great  importance  need  be  attached  to  the  statements  of  the 
length  of  the  various  reigns  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  rely  upon  the 
compiler’s  system  of  synchronisms,  according  to  which  the  accession 
of  the  king  of  one  country  is  dated  by  comparison  with  the  years 
that  had  already  elapsed  in  his  neighbour’s  reign. 

xv.  25.  And  Nadab  the  son  of  Jeroboam  began  to  reign 
over  Israel  in  the  second  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah,  and 
reigned  over  Israel  two  years.  26.  And  he  did  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  way  of  his  father, 
and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin.  27.  And 

14.  but  what?  even  now  ;  i.e.  “why  speak  of  that  day  ?  The 
day  of  doom  is  come.’’  But  the  original  Hebrew  is  obscure. 

15.  the  river.  The  Euphrates. 

groves.  Heb.  asherim.  An  Asherah  was  a  sacred  wooden  pillar 
or  pole,  probably  a  survival  of  tree-worship.  On  the  Canaanite 
high  place  stood  an  altar,  an  asherah,  and  a  mazzebah,  or  sacred 
pillar  of  stone  (see  verse.  23,  p.  131). 


i  KINGS  XIV,  XV,  XVI 


5i 


Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah,  of  the  house  of  Issachar,  con¬ 
spired  against  him  ;  and  Baasha  smote  him  at  Gibbethon, 
which  belonged  to  the  Philistines  ;  for  Nadab  and  all 
Israel  laid  siege  to  Gibbethon.  28.  Even  in  the  third  year 
of  Asa  king  of  Judah  did  Baasha  sla}^  him,  and  reigned  in 
his  stead.  29.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  reigned,  that 
he  smote  all  the  house  of  Jeroboam  ;  he  left  not  to  Jero¬ 
boam  any  that  breathed,  until  he  had  destroyed  him, 
according  unto  the  saying  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by 
his  servant  Ahijah  the  Shilonite  :  30.  because  of  the  sins 
of  Jeroboam  which  he  sinned,  and  which  he  made  Israel 
sin,  by  his  provocation  wherewith  he  provoked  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel  to  anger.  31.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Nadab,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

Baasha  :  c.  915  b.c. 

1  Kings  xv.  32— xvi.  7 

xv.  33.  In  the  third  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah  began 
Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah  to  reign  over  all  Israel  in  Tirzah, 
twenty  and  four  years.  32.  And  there  was  war  between 
Asa  and  Baasha  king  of  Israel  all  their  days.  34.  And  he 
did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  way 
of  Jeroboam,  and  in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin. 

xvi.  1.  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jehu  the 
son  of  Hanani  against  Baasha,  saying,  2.  Forasmuch  as  I 
exalted  thee  out  of  the  dust,  and  made  thee  prince  over 
my  people  Israel ;  and  thou  hast  walked  in  the  way  of 
Jeroboam,*  and  hast  made  my  people  Israel  to  sin,  to  pro¬ 
voke  me  to  anger  with  their  sins  ;  3.  behold,  I  will  take 
away  the  posterity  of  Baasha,  and  the  posterity  of  his 
house  ;  and  will  make  thy  house  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat.  4.  Him  that  dieth  of  Baasha  in  the  city 
shall  the  dogs  eat  ;  and  him  that  dieth  of  his  in  the  fields 
shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat.  5-  Kow  the  rest  of  the  acts 
of  Baasha,  and  what  he  did,  and  his  might,  are  they  not 

32.  war  between  Asa  and  Baasha.  For  Baasha’s  attack  07 
Judah,  from  which  he  was  diverted  by  the  invasion  of  Benhadad  I. 
of  Syria  on  the  north,  see  xv.  16-22,  p.  133. 
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written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 
6.  So  Baasha  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in 
Tirzah  :  and  Elah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead.  7.  And 
also  by  the  hand  of  the  prophet  Jehu  the  son  of  Hanani 
came  the  word  of  the  Lord  against  Baasha,  and  against 
his  house,  even  for  all  the  evil  that  he  did  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  in  provoking  him  to  anger  with  the  work  of  his 
hands,  in  being  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam  ;  and  because 
he  killed  him. 

Elah  :  c .  891  b.c. 

1  Kings  xvi.  8*14 

xvi.  8.  In  the  twenty  and  sixth  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah 
began  Elah  the  son  of  Baasha  to  reign  over  Israel  in  Tirzah, 
two  years.  9.  And  his  servant  Zimri,  captain  of  half  his 
chariots,  conspired  against  him,  as  he  was  in  Tirzah, 
drinking  himself  drunk  in  the  house  of  Arza  steward  of 
his  house  in  Tirzah.  10.  And  Zimri  went  in  and  smote 
him,  and  killed  him,  in  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of 
Asa  king  of  Judah,  and  reigned  in  his  stead.  11.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  he  began  to  reign,  as  soon  as  he  sat 
on  his  throne,  that  he  slew  all  the  house  of  Baasha  :  he 
left  him  not  a  single  man  child,  neither  of  his  kinsfolks, 
nor  of  his  friends.  12.  Thus  did  Zimri  destroy  all  the 
house  of  Baasha,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which 
he  spake  against  Baasha  by  Jehu  the  prophet,  13.  for  all 
the  sins  of  Baasha,  and  the  sins  of  Elah  his  son,  by  which 
they  sinned,  and  by  which  they  made  Israel  to  sin,  in 
provoking  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anger  with  their 
vanities.  14.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Elah,  and  all 
that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

Zimri  :  c.  890  b.c, 

1  Kings  xvi.  15-20 

15.  In  the  twenty  and  seventh  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah 
did  Zimri  reign  seven  days  in  Tirzah.  And  the  people 

7.  he  killed  him  :  killed,  i.e.  Jeroboam’s  son,  Nadab,  and  his 
family.  The  two  counts  against  Baasha  were  his  evil  life  generally 
and  his  wholesale  slaughter  of  the  royal  family. 
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were  encamped  against  Gibbethon,  which  belonged  to  the 
Philistines.  16.  And  the  people  that  were  encamped 
heard  say,  Zimri  hath  conspired,  and  hath  also  slain  the 
king  :  wherefore  all  Israel  made  Omri,  the  captain  of  the 
host,  king  over  Israel  that  day  in  the  camp.  17.  And 
Omri  went  up  from  Gibbethon,  and  all  Israel  with  him, 
and  they  besieged  Tirzah.  18.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Zimri  saw  that  the  city  was  taken,  that  he  went  into  the 
palace  of  the  king’s  house,  and  burnt  the  king’s  house  over 
him  with  fire,  and  died,  19.  for  his  sins  which  he  sinned  in 
doing  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  in  walking  in  the  way 
of  Jeroboam,  and  in  his  sin  which  he  did,  to  make  Israel 
to  sin.  20.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Zimri,  and  his 
treason  that  he  wrought,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 

Omri  :  c.  890  b.c. 

1  Kings  xvi.  21-28 

21.  Then  were  the  people  of  Israel  divided  into  two 
parts  :  half  of  the  people  followed  Tibni  the  son  of  Ginath, 
to  make  him  king  ;  and  half  followed  Omri.  22.  But 
the  people  that  followed  Omri  prevailed  against  the  people 
that  followed  Tibni  the  son  of  Ginath  :  so  Tibni  died,  and 
Omri  reigned.  23.  In  the  thirty  and  first  year  of  Asa 
king  of  Judah  began  Omri  to  reign  over  Israel,  twelve 
years  :  six  years  reigned  he  in  Tirzah.  24.  And  he  bought 
the  hill  Samaria  of  Shemer  for  two  talents  of  silver,  and 
built  on  the  hill,  and  called  the  name  of  the  city  which  he 
built,  after  the  name  of  Shemer,  owner  of  the  hill,  Samaria. 
25.  But  Omri  wrought  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and 
did  worse  than  all  that  were  before  him.  26.  For  he 

15.  Gibbethon.  The  conspiracy  which  dethroned  Nadab  was 
hatched  at  Gibbethon,  which  the  Israelite  army  was  besieging 
(xv.  27).  Apparently  they  failed  to  take  the  town.  Now  another 
military  plot  was  to  set  on  the  throne  Omri,  the  founder  of  Israel’s 
greatest  dynasty. 

24.  talents  of  silver.  A  silver  talent  was  estimated  as  =  ^410. 

Samaria.  Shechem  occupied  a  position  difficult  to  defend ; 
Samaria  was  strategically  strong;  “it  must,  before  the  invention 
of  gunpowder,  have  been  almost  impregnable’’  (Conder,  quoted 
by  G,  A.  Smith,  Hist.  Geogr.). 
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walked  in  all  the  way  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and 
in  his  sin  wherewith  he  made  Israel  to  sin,  to  provoke  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anger  with  their  vanities.  27.  Now 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Omri  which  he  did,  and  his  might 
that  he  shewed,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  28.  So  Omri  slept  with 

his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  Samaria :  and  Ahab  his 
son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


Ahab  :  c.  875  b.c. 

1  Kings  xvi.  29— xxii.  40 

His  evil  reign. — 29.  And  in  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of 
Asa  king  of  Judah  began  Ahab  the  son  of  Omri  to  reign 
over  Israel :  and  Ahab  the  son  of  Omri  reigned  over 
Israel  in  Samaria  twenty  and  two  years.  30.  And  Ahab 
the  son  of  Omri  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  above  all 
that  were  before  him.  31.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  if  it 
had  been  a  light  thing  for  him  to  walk  in  the  sins  of  Jero¬ 
boam  the  son  of  Nebat,  that  he  took  to  wife  Jezebel  the 
daughter  of  Ethbaal  king  of  the  Zidonians,  and  went  and 
served  Baal,  and  worshipped  him.  32.  And  he  reared 
up  an  altar  for  Baal  in  the  house  of  Baal,  which  he  had 
built  in  Samaria.  33.  And  Ahab  made  a  grove ;  and 
Ahab  did  more  to  provoke  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to 
anger  than  all  the  kings  of  Israel  that  were  before  him. 

The  curse  on  Jericho. — 34.  In  his  days  did  Hiel  the  Beth- 
elite  build  Jericho  :  he  laid  the  foundation  thereof  in 

32.  Baal.  The  result  of  these  political  marriages  was  always 
the  introduction  of  foreign  cults  :  thus  the  cause  of  religion,  and 
consequently  the  national  well-being,  were  constantly  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  successful  political  move. 
Baalim  were  local  Canaanite  nature-gods,  to  whom  was  supposed 
to  be  due  the  fertility  of  the  earth.  The  Baal  of  Tyre,  introduced  by 
Ahab,  was  called  Melkart. 

33.  a  grove  =  the  asherah,  or  wooden  pillar;  see  on  1  Kings 
xiv.  15,  p.  50. 

34.  Jericho.  For  the  curse  pronounced  upon  it  by  Joshua  see 
Jos.  vi.  26.  The  “  city  of  palm  trees  ”  had  been  rebuilt,  and  ex¬ 
isted  in  the  time  of  the  Judges,  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Eglon  of 
Moab  ;  and  it  is  mentioned  in  David's  reign  (2  Sam.  x.  5).  Perhaps 
“  build  ”  means  “  fortify.”  In  any  case  the  prophecy  was  fulfilled 
by  Hiel  in  the  loss  of  (R.V.)  his  two  sons. 
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Abiram  his  firstborn,  and  set  up  the  gates  thereof  in  his 
youngest  son  Segub,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  spake  by  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun. 


THE  IMPORTANCE  AND  INFLUENCE  OF  THE 
EARLIER  PROPHETS :  ELIJAH 

The  books  of  Samuel  record  the  change  from  the  Seer, 
or  wise  man,  whom  it  was  customary  to  consult  before 
any  enterprise,  to  the  Prophet,  who  acted  as  the  voice 
of  Jehovah  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  expression  of  the 
national  conscience.  The  spirit  which  inspired  such  men 
was  fostered  by  the  so-called  “  Schools  of  the  Prophets,” 
which  at  first  seem  to  have  been  unorganised  bands  of 
men  wrought  up  to  a  pitch  of  enthusiasm  and  excitement 
like  the  dervishes  of  the  East  to-day.  Later,  these  bands 
settled  down  to  a  better  regulated  life  and  a  more  sober 
purpose,  namely  the  cultivation  of  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
generally  under  the  control  of  some  one  individual  to 
whom  they  looked  up  as  their  master.  They  led  a  simple 
life,  and  were  a  continual  protest  against  the  irreligion  of 
their  age  :  consequently  they  came  to  be  regarded  as  an 
order  ranking  even  higher  than  the  priests. 

Probably  the  earliest  collections  of  national  ballads  and 
traditions  were  made  by  them  during  the  ninth  and 
eighth  centuries,  and  this  editing  became  their  most 
important  work  ;  for  in  course  of  time  the  prophetic  gift 
was  displayed  by  men  who  had  no  connection  with  the 
prophetic  body,  in  fact  claimed  an  authority  which  seemed 
to  have  departed  from  the  official  spokesmen  of  Jehovah. 
But  the  ground  had  been  prepared  for  the  “  literary  pro¬ 
phets  ”  and  a  sphere  of  influence  among  the  people  had 
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been  created  by  the  labours  of  the  regularly  organised 
“  schools  ”  (vol.  iii.  p.  xix.  seq.). 

The  duty  of  the  prophet  was,  as  has  been  suggested, 
to  keep  alive  the  national  conscience  as  distinct  from 
and  opposed  to  the  demands  of  policy  and  state-craft  ; 
to  urge  the  simple  principles  of  right  and  wrong  in  spite 
of  the  worldly  interest  of  king,  princes,  and  people  ;  to 
defend  the  worship  of  Jehovah  and  keep  it  pure  and 
intact. 

How  they  carried  out  these  duties  may  be  illustrated  by 
reference  to  the  prophets  who  preceded  Elijah  :  it  will  be 
seen  that  they  did  not  shrink  from  interference  in  politics, 
even  to  the  extent  of  engineering  great  political  movements 
which  contributed  to  the  final  downfall  of  Israel. 

Nathan  supported  the  claim  of  Solomon  to  the  throne 
of  David,  and  was  largely  responsible  for  the  diplomacy 
which  finally  secured  it  for  him. 

Ahijah  the  Shilonite  prompted  the  revolution  of  the  ten 
tribes  under  Jeroboam  which  irrevocably  split  up  the 
great  Davidic  empire.  Later,  we  find  him  pronouncing 
the  doom  of  the  house  of  Jeroboam.  Jeroboam  had 
previously  been  warned  by  “  a  man  of  God  ”  from  Judah 
in  the  famous  scene  by  the  altar  at  Beth-el. 

Jehu,  the  son  of  Hanani,  denounced  Baasha. 

Elijah  is  the  greatest  of  all  the  non-literary  prophets, 
and  made  most  impression  upon  the  imagination  of  his 
countrymen.  Rugged,  stern,  unyielding,  he  startles  the 
people  by  his  sudden  appearances  and  disappearances  : 
he  is  a  child  of  the  desert,  mysterious,  and  even  terrifying. 
His  great  achievement  was  the  victory  of  Mount  Carmel, 
the  vindication  of  Jehovah  against  Baal.  He  was  the 
saviour  of  the  national  religion,  the  man  for  the  work, 
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full  of  the  spirit  of  Old  Testament  morality.  The  awe 
with  which  he  was  regarded  is  shown  by  the  stories  of  the 
miracles  he  wrought  :  undoubtedly  he  was  a  man  of  very 
great  powers.  In  the  New  Testament  he  is  referred  to 
more  often  than  any  other  prophet,  and  at  the  Trans¬ 
figuration  appears  in  company  with  Moses.  His  dealings 
with  Ahab  in  connection  with  the  Naboth  story  serve  to 
give  a  glimpse  also  of  the  character  of  Ahab,  who  was 
morally  weak.  The  contrast  between  Ahab  and  Jezebel 
is  illuminated  by  the  literary  comparison  of  Macbeth  and 
Lady  Macbeth  in  Shakespeare’s  play.  The  scene  on 
Mount  Horeb  is  the  crisis  in  the  development  of  Elijah’s 
own  personality  :  his  moment  of  triumph  is  passed,  he 
experiences  the  natural  reaction,  and  learns  at  last  no 
longer  to  rely  on  himself  or  any  outward  manifestation, 
but  to  listen  to  the  “  still,  small  voice  ”  of  God  speaking 
to  the  heart. 


STORIES  OF  ELIJAH  THE  TISHBITE 
i.  Elijah  and  the  Widow  of  Zarephath 
1  Kings  xvii.  1-24 

Note  on  “miracles  ”  recorded  in  the  lives  of  Elijah  and  Elisha. — 
It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  each  of  these  in  detail.  Some 
were,  no  doubt,  merely  natural  events  exaggerated  by  repetition  ; 
some  could  be  explained  by  the  laws  of  science  and  medicine  with 
which  we  are  now  familiar  ;  others,  again,  are  plainly  miraculous 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word.  According  to  the  Biblical  narra¬ 
tive,  Elijah  and  Elisha  were  gifted  with  powers  which  were  more 
than  human. 

Elijah ,  after  prophesying  a  drought,  retires  to  the  brook 
Cherith. — xvii.  I.  And  Elijah  the  lishbite,  who  was  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Gilead,  said  unto  Ahab,  As  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  there  shall  not  be 
dew  nor  rain  these  years,  but  according  to  my  word.  2.  And 
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ELIJAH  AT  ZAREPHATH 

the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying,  3.  Get  thee 
hence,  and  turn  thee  eastward,  and  hide  thyself  by  the 
brook  Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan.  4.  And  it  shall  be, 
that  thou  shalt  drink  of  the  brook  ;  and  I  have  com¬ 
manded  the  ravens  to  feed  thee  there.  5.  So  he  went  and 
did  according  unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  :  for  he  went 
and  dwelt  by  the  brook  Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan. 
6.  And  the  ravens  brought  him  bread  and  flesh  in  the 
morning,  and  bread  and  flesh  in  the  evening ;  and  he  drank 
of  the  brook.  7.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  a  while,  that  the 
brook  dried  up,  because  there  had  been  no  rain  in  the  land. 

Thence  to  Zarephath  ;  the  miracle  of  the  meal  and  oil. — 

8.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying, 

9.  Arise,  get  thee  to  Zarephath,  which  belongeth  to  Zidon, 
and  dwell  there  :  behold,  I  have  commanded  a  widow 
woman  there  to  sustain  thee.  10.  So  he  arose  and  went 
to  Zarephath.  And  when  he  came  to  the  gate  of  the  city, 
behold,  the  widow  woman  was  there  gathering  of  sticks  ; 
and  he  called  to  her,  and  said,  Fetch  me,  I  pray  thee,  a 
little  water  in  a  vessel,  that  I  may  drink.  11.  And  as 
she  was  going  to  fetch  it,  he  called  to  her,  and  said,  Bring 
me,  I  pray  thee,  a  morsel  of  bread  in  thine  hand.  12.  And 
she  said,  As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  I  have  not  a  cake, 
but  an  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a 
cruse  :  and,  behold,  I  am  gathering  two  sticks,  that  I 
may  go  in  and  dress  it  for  me  and  my  son,  that  we  may 
eat  it,  and  die.  13.  And  Elijah  said  unto  her,  Fear  not  ; 
go  and  do  as  thou  hast  said  :  but  make  me  thereof  a 
little  cake  first,  and  bring  it  unto  me,  and  after  make  for 
thee  and  for  thy  son.  14.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  The  barrel  of  meal  shall  not  waste,  neither  shall 
the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  until  the  day  that  the  Lord  sendeth 
rain  upon  the  earth.  15.  And  she  went  and  did  according 
to  the  saying  of  Elijah  :  and  she,  and  he,  and  her  house, 
did  eat  many  days.  16.  And  the  barrel  of  meal  wasted 
not,  neither  did  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  according  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  by  Elijah. 

Raising  of  the  widow's  son. — 17.  And  it  came  to  pass 
after  these  things,  that  the  son  of  the  woman,  the  mistress 
of  the  house,  fell  sick  ;  and  his  sickness  was  so  sore,  that 
there  was  no  breath  left  in  him.  18.  And  she  said  unto 
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Elijah,  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  O  thou  man  of  God  ? 
art  thou  come  unto  me  to  call  my  sin  to  remembrance, 
and  to  slay  my  son  ?  19.  And  he  said  unto  her,  Give  me 

thy  son.  And  he  took  him  out  of  her  bosom,  and  carried 
him  up  into  a  loft,  where  he  abode,  and  laid  him  upon  his 
own  bed.  20.  And  he  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said, 
O  Lord  my  God,  hast  thou  also  brought  evil  upon  the 
widow  with  whom  I  sojourn,  by  slaying  her  son  ?  21.  And 

he  stretched  himself  upon  the  child  three  times,  and  cried 
unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  O  Lord  my  God,  I  pray  thee, 
let  this  child’s  soul  come  into  him  again.  22.  And  the 
Lord  heard  the  voice  of  Elijah  ;  and  the  soul  of  the  child 
came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived.  23.  And  Elijah  took 
the  child,  and  brought  him  down  out  of  the  chamber  into 
the  house,  and  delivered  him  unto  his  mother  :  and  Elijah 
said,  See,  thy  son  liveth.  24.  And  the  woman  said  to 
Elijah,  Now  by  this  I  know  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God, 
and  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  mouth  is  true. 

2.  Elijah  the  Champion  of  Jehovah  against  Baal 

1  Kings  xviii 

Famine  in  Samaria. — xviii.  1.  And  it  came  to  pass  after 
many  days,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  in 
the  third  year,  saying,  Go,  shew  thyself  unto  Ahab  ;  and 
I  will  send  rain  upon  the  earth.  2.  And  Elijah  went  to 
shew  himself  unto  Ahab.  And  there  was  a  sore  famine  in 
Samaria.  3.  And  Ahab  called  Obadiah,  which  was  the 
governor  of  his  house.  (Now  Obadiah  feared  the  Lord 
greatly  :  4.  for  it  was  so,  when  Jezebel  cut  off  the  prophets 
of  the  Lord,  that  Obadiah  took  an  hundred  prophets,  and 
hid  them  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them  with  bread  and 
water.)  5.  And  Ahab  said  unto  Obadiah,  Go  into  the 
land,  unto  all  fountains  of  water,  and  unto  all  brooks  : 
peradventure  we  may  find  grass  to  save  the  horses  and 
mules  alive,  that  we  lose  not  all  the  beasts.  6.  So  they 
divided  the  land  between  them  to  pass  throughout  it  : 
Ahab  went  one  way  by  himself,  and  Obadiah  went  another 
way  by  himself. 


6.  by  himself  =  alone. 
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ELIJAH  ON  CARMEL 


Meeting  of  Elijah  and  Obadiah. — 7.  And  as  Obadiah  was 
in  the  way,  behold,  Elijah  met  him  :  and  he  knew  him, 
and  fell  on  his  face,  and  said,  Art  thou  that  my  lord 
Elijah  ?  8.  And  he  answered  him,  I  am  :  go,  tell  thy  lord, 

Behold,  Elijah  is  here.  9.  And  he  said,  What  have  I 
sinned,  that  thou  wouldest  deliver  thy  servant  into  the 
hand  of  Ahab,  to  slay  me  ?  10.  As  the  Lord  thy  God 

liveth,  there  is  no  nation  or  kingdom,  whither  my  lord  hath 
not  sent  to  seek  thee  :  and  when  they  said,  He  is  not  there  ; 
he  took  an  oath  of  the  kingdom  and  nation,  that  they 
found  thee  not.  11.  And  now  thou  sayest,  Go,  tell  thy 
lord,  Behold,  Elijah  is  here.  12.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
as  soon  as  I  am  gone  from  thee,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
shall  carry  thee  whither  I  know  not ;  and  so  when  I  come 
and  tell  Ahab,  and  he  cannot  find  thee,  he  shall  slay  me  : 
but  I  thy  servant  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth.  13.  Was 
it  not  told  my  lord  what  I  did  when  Jezebel  slew  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord,  how  I  hid  an  hundred  men  of  the 
Lord’s  prophets  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them  with 
bread  and  water  ?  14.  And  now  thou  sayest,  Go,  tell  thy 

lord,  Behold,  Elijah  is  here  :  and  he  shall  slay  me.  15.  And 
Elijah  said,  As  the  Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before  whom  I 
stand,  I  will  surely  shew  myself  unto  him  to  day.  16.  So 
Obadiah  went  to  meet  Ahab,  and  told  him  :  and  Ahab 
went  to  meet  Elijah. 

The  scene  on  Mount  Carmel :  the  vindication  of  Jehovah 
against  Baal. — 17.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  saw 
Elijah,  that  Ahab  said  unto  him,  Art  thou  he  that  troubleth 
Israel  ?  18.  And  he  answered,  I  have  not  troubled  Israel ; 

but  thou,  and  thy  father’s  house,  in  that  ye  have  forsaken 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  thou  hast  followed 
Baalim.  19.  Now  therefore  send,  and  gather  to  me  all 
Israel  unto  mount  Carmel,  and  the  prophets  of  Baal  four 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  prophets  of  the  groves  four 

7.  Art  thou  that.  R.V.  “  Is  it  thou,  my  lord  Elijah  ?  ’* 

17.  Art  thou  he,  etc.  Better,  “  Is  it  thou,  thou  troubler  of 
Israel  ?  ”  (R.V.). 

19.  Mount  Carmel  commands  a  view  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Plain  of  Esdraelon,  of  Mount  Tabor  and  Mount  Hermon.  The 
scene  described  here  was  a  crisis  in  the  history  of  Israel.  (See  a 
fine  passage  in  G.  A.  Smith’s  Hist.  Geogr.  of  the  Holy  Land,  pp.  340-1.) 
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hundred,  which  eat  at  Jezebel’s  table.  20.  So  Ahab  sent 
unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  gathered  the  prophets 
together  unto  mount  Carmel.  21.  And  Elijah  came  unto 
all  the  people,  and  said,  How  long  halt  ye  between  two 
opinions  ?  if  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him  :  but  if  Baal, 
then  follow  him.  And  the  people  answered  him  not  a  word. 
22.  Then  said  Elijah  unto  the  people,  I,  even  I  only,  remain 
a  prophet  of  the  Lord  ;  but  Baal’s  prophets  are  four 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  23.  Let  them  therefore  give  us 
two  bullocks  ;  and  let  them  choose  one  bullock  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  lay  it  on  wood,  and  put 
no  fire  under :  and  I  will  dress  the  other  bullock,  and  lay 
it  on  wood,  and  put  no  fire  under :  24.  and  call  ye  on  the 
name  of  your  gods,  and  I  will  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 
and  the  God  that  answereth  by  fire,  let  him  be  God.  And 
all  the  people  answered  and  said,  It  is  well  spoken.  25.  And 
Elijah  said  unto  the  prophets  of  Baal,  Choose  you  one 
bullock  for  yourselves,  and  dress  it  first  ;  for  ye  are  many  ; 
and  call  on  the  name  of  your  gods,  but  put  no  fire  under. 

26.  And  they  took  the  bullock  which  was  given  them,  and 
they  dressed  it,  and  called  on  the  name  of  Baal  from 
morning  even  until  noon,  saying,  O  Baal,  hear  us.  But 
there  was  no  voice,  nor  any  that  answered.  And  they 
leaped  upon  the  altar  which  was  made.  27.  And  it  came 
to  pass  at  noon,  that  Elijah  mocked  them,  and  said,  Cry 
aloud  :  for  he  is  a  god  ;  either  he  is  talking,  or  he  is 
pursuing,  or  he  is  in  a  journey,  or  peradventure  he  sleepeth, 
and  must  be  awaked.  28.  And  they  cried  aloud,  and  cut 
themselves  after  their  manner  with  knives  and  lancets, 
till  the  blood  gushed  out  upon  them.  29.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  midday  was  past,  and  they  prophesied  until 
the  time  o,f  the  offering  of  the  evening  sacrifice,  that  there 
was  neither  voice,  nor  any  to  answer,  nor  any  that  regarded. 

30.  And  Elijah  said  unto  all  the  people.  Come  near  unto 
me.  And  all  the  people  came  near  unto  him.  And  he 
repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord  that  was  broken  down. 
31.  And  Elijah  took  twelve  stones,  according  to  the  number 
of  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of  Jacob,  unto  whom  the  word  of 

29.  prophesied.  Their  prophesying  would  take  the  form  of  wild, 
ecstatic  utterances,  such  as  were  characteristic  of  the  earlier  prophe  ts 
(see  p.  55). 
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the  Lord  came,  saying,  Israel  shall  be  thy  name  :  32.  and 
with  the  stones  he  built  an  altar  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 
and  he  made  a  trench  about  the  altar,  as  great  as  would 
contain  two  measures  of  seed.  33.  And  he  put  the  wood 
in  order,  and  cut  the  bullock  in  pieces,  and  laid  him  on  the 
wood,  and  said,  Fill  four  barrels  with  water,  and  pour  it 
on  the  burnt  sacrifice,  and  on  the  wood.  34.  And  he  said, 
Do  it  the  second  time.  And  they  did  it  the  second  time. 
And  he  said,  Do  it  the  third  time.  And  they  did  it  the 
third  time.  35.  And  the  water  ran  round  about  the  altar  ; 
and  he  filled  the  trench  also  with  water.  36.  And  it  came 
to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  offering  of  the  evening  sacrifice, 
that  Elijah  the  prophet  came  near,  and  said,  Lord  God 
of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  let  it  be  known  this  day 
that  thou  art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  I  am  thy  servant, 
and  that  I  have  done  all  these  things  at  thy  word.  37. 
Hear  me,  O  Lord,  hear  me,  that  this  people  may  know 
that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and  that  thou  hast  turned 
their  heart  back  again.  38.  Then  the  fire  of  the  Lord 
fell,  and  consumed  the  burnt  sacrifice,  and  the  wood,  and 
the  stones,  and  the  dust,  and  licked  up  the  water  that 
was  in  the  trench.  39.  And  when  all  the  people  saw  it, 
they  fell  on  their  faces  :  and  they  said,  The  Lord,  he  is 
the  God  ;  the  Lord,  he  is  the  God.  40.  And  Elijah  said 
unto  them,  Take  the  prophets  of  Baal ;  let  not  one  of 
them  escape.  And  they  took  them  :  and  Elijah  brought 
them  down  to  the  brook  Kishon,  and  slew  them  there. 

End  of  the  drought. — 41.  And  Elijah  said  unto  Ahab, 
Get  thee  up,  eat  and  drink  ;  for  there  is  a  sound  of  abun¬ 
dance  of  rain.  42.  So  Ahab  went  up  to  eat  and  to  drink. 
And  Elijah  went  up  to  the  top  of  Carmel ;  and  he  cast 
himself  down  upon  the  earth,  and  put  his  face  between  his 
knees,  43.  and  said  to  his  servant,  Go  up  now,  look  toward 
the  sea.  And  he  went  up,  and  looked,  and  said,  There  is 
nothing.  And  he  said,  Go  again  seven  times.  44.  And  it 
came  to  pass  at  the  seventh  time,  that  he  said,  Behold, 

43.  seven  times.  “  Seven  "  is  frequently  used  to  denote  a  small 
but  indefinite  number.  The  world  was  made  in  seven  days,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Genesis  :  and  the  antiquity  of  this  belief,  perpetuated  by  the 
observance  of  a  week  of  seven  days,  invested  the  number  with  a 
natural  sanctity. 
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there  ariseth  a  little  cloud  out  of  the  sea,  like  a  man’s 
hand.  And  he  said,  Go  up,  say  unto  Ahab,  Prepare  thy 
chariot,  and  get  thee  down,  that  the  rain  stop  thee  not. 
45.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  mean  while,  that  the  heaven 
was  black  with  clouds  and  wind,  and  there  was  a  great  rain. 
And  Ahab  rode,  and  went  to  Jezreel.  46.  And  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  was  on  Elijah  ;  and  he  girded  up  his  loins, 
and  ran  before  Ahab  to  the  entrance  of  Jezreel. 


3.  The  Revelation  to  Elijah  on  Horeb 
1  Kings  xix.  1-18 

His  flight  into  the  wilderness  ;  he  is  miraculously  fed. — 
xix.  1.  And  Ahab  told  Jezebel  all  that  Elijah  had  done, 
and  withal  how  he  had  slain  all  the  prophets  with  the 
sword.  2.  Then  Jezebel  sent  a  messenger  unto  Elijah, 
saying,  So  let  the  gods  do  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  I  make 
not  thy  life  as  the  life  of  one  of  them  by  to  morrow  about 
this  time.  3.  And  when  he  saw  that,  he  arose,  and  went 
for  his  life,  and  came  to  Beer-sheba,  which  belongeth  to 
Judah,  and  left  his  servant  there.  4.  But  he  himself  went 
a  day’s  journey  into  the  wilderness,  and  came  and  sat 
down  under  a  juniper  tree  :  and  he  requested  for  himself 
that  he  might  die  ;  and  said,  It  is  enough  ;  now,  O  Lord, 
take  away  my  life  ;  for  I  am  not  better  than  my  fathers. 
5.  And  as  he  lay  and  slept  under  a  juniper  tree,  behold, 
then  an  angel  touched  him,  and  said  unto  him,  Arise  and 
eat.  6.  And  he  looked,  and,  behold,  there  was  a  cake 
baken  on  the  coals,  and  a  cruse  of  water  at  his  head.  And 
he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  laid  him  down  again.  7.  And 
the  angel'  of  the  Lord  came  again  the  second  time,  and 
touched  him,  and  said,  Arise  and  eat ;  because  the  journey 
is  too  great  for  thee.  8.  And  he  arose,  and  did  eat  and 


45.  Jezreel  was  the  royal  summer  residence. 

46.  ran,  i.e.  about  twenty  miles.  Possibly  he  acted  as  "runner” 
to  the  king,  as  a  mark  of  respect.  More  probably  this  feat  of 
endurance  had  no  particular  meaning,  but  was  simply  the  climax 
of  the  great  drama  which  began  on  Carmel. 

4.  juniper  tree.  Rather,  "  a  bush  of  broom.” 
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drink,  and  went  in  the  strength  of  that  meat  forty  days 
and  forty  nights  unto  Horeb  the  mount  of  God. 

The  revelation  on  Mount  Horeb ;  the  three-fold  com¬ 
mission. — 9.  And  he  came  thither  unto  a  cave,  and  lodged 
there  ;  and,  behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  and 
he  said  unto  him,  What  doest  thou  here,  Elijah  ?  10.  And 

he  said,  I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of 
hosts  :  for  the  children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  covenant, 
thrown  down  thine  altars,  and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the 
sword  ;  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left  ;  and  they  seek  my 
life,  to  take  it  away.  11.  And  he  said,  Go  forth,  and 
stand  upon  the  mount  before  the  Lord.  And,  behold, 
the  Lord  passed  by,  and  a  great  and  strong  wind  rent 
the  mountains,  and  brake  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the 
Lord  ;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind  :  and  after 
the  wind  an  earthquake  ;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the 
earthquake  :  12.  and  after  the  earthquake  a  fire  ;  but 
the  Lord  was  not  in  the  fire  :  and  after  the  fire  a  still 
small  voice.  13.  And  it  was  so,  when  Elijah  heard  it, 
that  he  wrapped  his  face  in  his  mantle,  and  went  out,  and 
stood  in  the  entering  in  of  the  cave.  And,  behold,  there 
came  a  voice  unto  him,  and  said,  What  doest  thou  here, 
Elijah  ?  14.  And  he  said,  I  have  been  very  jealous  for 

the  Lord  God  of  hosts  :  because  the  children  of  Israel 
have  forsaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars, 
and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the  sword  ;  and  I,  even  I 
only,  am  left  ;  and  they  seek  my  life,  to  take  it  away. 
15.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Go,  return  on  thy  way 
to  the  wilderness  of  Damascus  :  and  when  thou  comest, 
anoint  Hazael  to  be  king  over  Syria  :  16.  and  Jehu  the 
son  of  Nimshi  shalt  thou  anoint  to  be  king  over  Israel : 
and  Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat  of  Abel-meholah  shalt  thou 
anoint  to  be  prophet  in  thy  room.  17.  And  it  shall  come 
to  pass,  that  him  that  escapeth  the  sword  of  Hazael  shall 
Jehu  slay  :  and  him  that  escapeth  from  the  sword  of  Jehu 
shall  Elisha  slay.  18.  Yet  I  have  left  me  seven  thousand 

8.  Horeb.  Evidently  Mount  Sinai,  where  the  Decalogue  was 
given,  is  meant.  Its  position  has  been  much  disputed,  but  tradition 
places  it  in  the  peninsula  between  the  Gulf  of  Suez  and  Akaba. 

15,  16.  Of  the  three  commands  the  anointing  of  Elisha  was  the 
only  one  executed  by  Elijah  ;  the  other  two  he  left  to  his  successor. 
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in  Israel,  all  the  knees  which  have  not  bowed  unto  Baal, 
and  every  mouth  which  hath  not  kissed  him. 

4.  Elijah  and  Elisha 
1  Kings  xix.  19-21 

19.  So  he  departed  thence,  and  found  Elisha  the  son 
of  Shaphat,  who  was  plowing  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen 
before  him,  and  he  with  the  twelfth  :  and  Elijah  passed 
by  him,  and  cast  his  mantle  upon  him.  20.  And  he  left 
the  oxen,  and  ran  after  Elijah,  and  said,  Let  me,  I  pray 
thee,  kiss  my  father  and  my  mother,  and  then  I  will  follow 
thee.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Go  back  again  :  for  what 
have  I  done  to  thee  ?  21.  And  he  returned  back  from 

him,  and  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  slew  them,  and  boiled 
their  flesh  with  the  instruments  of  the  oxen,  and  gave 
unto  the  people,  and  they  did  eat.  Then  he  arose,  and 
went  after  Elijah,  and  ministered  unto  him. 


STORIES  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  AHAB 

The  War  with  Syria 
1  Kings  xx 

Hostility  of  Ben-hadad  II.  of  Syria. — xx.  1.  And  Ben- 
hadad  the  king  of  Syria  gathered  all  his  host  together  : 
and  there  were  thirty  and  two  kings  with  him,  and  horses, 
and  chariots  :  and  he  went  up  and  besieged  Samaria,  and 
warred  against  it.  2.  And  he  sent  messengers  to  Ahab 
king  of  Israel  into  the  city,  and  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith 
Ben-hadad,  3.  Thy  silver  and  thy  gold  is  mine ;  thy 
wives  also  and  thy  children,  even  the  goodliest,  are  mine. 
4.  And  the  king  of  Israel  answered  and  said,  My  lord,  O 
king,  according  to  thy  saying,  I  am  thine,  and  all  that  I 

18.  kissed  him,  i.e.  kissed  the  image  of  Baal. 

20.  what  have  I  done  to  thee?  Perhaps  this  means,  “Do  not 
let  my  action  prevent  your  saying  farewell,”  or  else,  “  It  is  for  you 
to  decide.” 

xx.  1.  Ben-hadad  II.  See  Appendix  III. 
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have.  5.  And  the  messengers  came  again,  and  said,  Thus 
speaketh  Ben-hadad,  saying,  Although  I  have  sent  unto 
thee,  saying,  Thou  shalt  deliver  me  thy  silver,  and  thy 
gold,  and  thy  wives,  and  thy  children  ;  6.  yet  I  will  send 
my  servants  unto  thee  to  morrow  about  this  time,  and 
they  shall  search  thine  house,  and  the  houses  of  thy  ser¬ 
vants  ;  and  it  shall  be,  that  whatsoever  is  pleasant  in 
thine  eyes,  they  shall  put  it  in  their  hand,  and  take  it 
away.  7.  Then  the  king  of  Israel  called  all  the  elders  of 
the  land,  and  said,  Mark,  I  pray  you,  and  see  how  this 
man  seeketh  mischief  :  for  he  sent  unto  me  for  my  wives 
and  for  my  children,  and  for  my  silver,  and  for  my  gold  ; 
and  I  denied  him  not.  8.  And  all  the  elders  and  all  the 
people  said  unto  him,  Hearken  not  unto  him,  nor  consent. 
9.  Wherefore  he  said  unto  the  messengers  of  Ben-hadad, 
Tell  my  lord  the  king,  All  that  thou  didst  send  for  to  thy 
servant  at  the  first  I  will  do  :  but  this  thing  I  may  not  do. 
And  the  messengers  departed,  and  brought  him  word 
again.  10.  And  Ben-hadad  sent  unto  him,  and  said,  The 
gods  do  so  unto  me,  and  more  also,  if  the  dust  of  Samaria 
shall  suffice  for  handfuls  for  all  the  people  that  follow  me. 
11.  And  the  king  of  Israel  answered  and  said,  Tell  him, 
Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his  harness  boast  himself  as 
he  that  putteth  it  off.  12.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Ben-hadad  heard  this  message,  as  he  was  drinking,  he  and 
the  kings  in  the  pavilions,  that  he  said  unto  his  servants, 
Set  yourselves  in  array.  And  they  set  themselves  in  array 
against  the  city. 

First  defeat  of  the  Syrians. — 13.  And,  behold,  there  came 
a  prophet  unto  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  saying,  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  Hast  thou  seen  all  this  great  multitude  ?  behold, 
I  will  deliver  it  into  thine  hand  this  day ;  and  thou  shalt 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  14.  And  Ahab  said,  By  whom  ? 
And  he  said,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Even  by  the  young  men 
of  the  princes  of  the  provinces.  Then  he  said,  Who  shall 
order  the  battle  ?  And  he  answered,  Thou.  15.  Then 

10.  dust  of  Samaria,  i.e.  of  its  ruins. 

11.  harness,  i.e .  armour.  The  reply  is  couched  in  the  form  of 
a  proverb. 

12.  pavilions  =  “booths,"  erected  for  the  Syrian  army. 

14.  the  young  men  of  the  princes  were  the  attendants  of  the  local 
chieftains  and  governors. 
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he  numbered  the  young  men  of  the  princes  of  the  provinces, 
and  they  were  two  hundred  and  thirty  two :  and  after 
them  he  numbered  all  the  people,  even  all  the  children  of 
Israel,  being  seven  thousand.  16.  And  they  went  out  at 
noon.  But  Ben-hadad  was  drinking  himself  drunk  in 
the  pavilions,  he  and  the  kings,  the  thirty  and  two  kings 
that  helped  him.  17.  And  the  young  men  of  the  princes 
of  the  provinces  went  out  first  ;  and  Ben-hadad  sent  out, 
and  they  told  him,  saying,  There  are  men  come  out  of 
Samaria.  18.  And  he  said,  Whether  they  be  come  out 
for  peace,  take  them  alive ;  or  whether  they  be  come  out 
for  war,  take  them  alive.  19.  So  these  young  men  of  the 
princes  of  the  provinces  came  out  of  the  city,  and  the 
army  which  followed  them.  20.  And  they  slew  every  one 
his  man  :  and  the  Syrians  fled  ;  and  Israel  pursued  them  : 
and  Ben-hadad  the  king  of  Syria  escaped  on  an  horse 
with  the  horsemen.  21.  And  the  king  of  Israel  went  out, 
and  smote  the  horses  and  chariots,  and  slew  the  Syrians 
with  a  great  slaughter. 

Second  defeat  of  the  Syrians. — 22.  And  the  prophet  came 
to  the  king  of  Israel,  and  said  unto  him,  Go,  strengthen 
thyself,  and  mark,  and  see  what  thou  doest  :  for  at  the 
return  of  the  year  the  king  of  Syria  will  come  up  against 
thee.  23.  And  the  servants  of  the  king  of  Syria  said  unto 
him,  Their  gods  are  gods  of  the  hills  ;  therefore  they  were 
stronger  than  we  ;  but  let  us  fight  against  them  in  the 
plain,  and  surely  we  shall  be  stronger  than  they.  24.  And 
do  this  thing,  Take  the  kings  away,  every  man  out  of  his 
place,  and  put  captains  in  their  rooms  :  25.  and  number 
thee  an  army,  like  the  army  that  thou  hast  lost,  horse  for 
horse,  and  chariot  for  chariot  :  and  we  will  fight  against 
them  in  the  plain,  and  surely  we  shall  be  stronger  than 
they.  And  he  hearkened  unto  their  voice,  and  did  so. 
26.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  return  of  the  year,  that 
Ben-hadad  numbered  the  Syrians,  and  went  up  to  Aphek, 
to  fight  against  Israel.  27.  And  the  children  of  Israel 

26.  Aphek.  No  less  than  four  different  places  were  called  by 
this  name:  (1)  somewhere  in  the  north  of  the  plain  of  Sharon; 
(2)  in  Asher;  (3)  in  the  plain  of  Esdraelon  (1  Sam.  xxix.  1)  ,  (4) 
about  five  miles  east  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  The  victories  of  Ahab 
and  Joash  may  have  taken  place  at  either  (1)  or  (4). 
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were  numbered,  and  were  all  present,  and  went  against 
them  :  and  the  children  of  Israel  pitched  before  them 
like  two  little  flocks  of  kids  ;  but  the  Syrians  filled  the 
country.  28.  And  there  came  a  man  of  God,  and  spake 
unto  the  king  of  Israel,  and  said,  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
Because  the  Syrians  have  said,  The  Lord  is  God  of  the 
hills,  but  he  is  not  God  of  the  valleys,  therefore  will  I 
deliver  all  this  great  multitude  into  thine  hand,  and  ye 
shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  29.  And  they  pitched 
one  over  against  the  other  seven  days.  And  so  it  was, 
that  in  the  seventh  day  the  battle  was  joined :  and  the 
children  of  Israel  slew  of  the  Syrians  an  hundred  thousand 
footmen  in  one  day.  30.  But  the  rest  fled  to  Aphek,  into 
the  city  ;  and  there  a  wall  fell  upon  twenty  and  seven 
thousand  of  the  men  that  were  left.  And  Ben-hadad 
fled,  and  came  into  the  city,  into  an  inner  chamber. 

Submission  of  Ben-hadad  II. — 31.  And  his  servants  said 
unto  him,  Behold  now,  we  have  heard  that  the  kings  of 
the  house  of  Israel  are  merciful  kings  :  let  us,  I  pray 
thee,  put  sackcloth  on  our  loins,  and  ropes  upon  our 
heads,  and  go  out  to  the  king  of  Israel :  peradventure  he 
will  save  thy  life.  32.  So  they  girded  sackcloth  on  their 
loins,  and  put  ropes  on  their  heads,  and  came  to  the  king 
of  Israel,  and  said,  Thy  servant  Ben-hadad  saith,  I  pray 
thee,  let  me  live.  And  he  said,  Is  he  yet  alive  ?  he  is  my 
brother.  33.  Now  the  men  did  diligently  observe  whether 
any  thing  would  come  from  him,  and  did  hastily  catch  it  : 
and  they  said,  Thy  brother  Ben-hadad.  Then  he  said, 
Go  ye,  bring  him.  Then  Ben-hadad  came  forth  to  him  ; 
and  he  caused  him  to  come  up  into  the  chariot.  34.  And 
Ben-hadad  said  unto  him,  The  cities,  which  my  father 
took  from  thy  father,  I  will  restore  ;  and  thou  shalt  make 
streets  for  thee  in  Damascus,  as  my  father  made  in  Samaria. 

29,  30.  The  numbers  mentioned  “excite  surprise”  (Skinner, 
ad  loc.). 

31.  upon  our  heads.  This  appears  to  mean  “round  our  necks/’ 

33.  The  beginning  of  this  verse  is  difficult :  the  meaning  seems  to 
be  that  the  envoys  caught  at  the  word  “brother,”  which  Ahab 
had  used,  and  made  the  most  of  it. 

34-  thy  father.  Kings  has  no  other  record  of  this  submission  of 
Omri  to  Syria. 

streets.  The  custom  was  for  the  defeated  king  to  grant  to  his 
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Then  said  Ahab,  I  will  send  thee  away  with  this  covenant. 
So  he  made  a  covenant  with  him,  and  sent  him  away. 

Ahab  rebuked  for  sparing  Ben-hadad  II. ;  an  acted 
parable. — 35.  And  a  certain  man  of  the  sons  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  said  unto  his  neighbour  in  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
Smite  me,  I  pray  thee.  And  the  man  refused  to  smite 
him.  36.  Then  said  he  unto  him,  Because  thou  hast  not 
obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  behold,  as  soon  as  thou  art 
departed  from  me,  a  lion  shall  slay  thee.  And  as  soon  as 
he  was  departed  from  him,  a  lion  found  him,  and  slew 
him.  37.  Then  he  found  another  man,  and  said,  Smite 
me,  I  pray  thee.  And  the  man  smote  him,  so  that  in 
smiting  he  wounded  him.  38.  So  the  prophet  departed, 
and  waited  for  the  king  by  the  way,  and  disguised  himself 
with  ashes  upon  his  face.  39.  And  as  the  king  passed  by, 
he  cried  unto  the  king  :  and  he  said,  Thy  servant  went 
out  into  the  midst  of  the  battle ;  and,  behold,  a  man 
turned  aside,  and  brought  a  man  unto  me,  and  said,  Keep 
this  man  :  if  by  any  means  he  be  missing,  then  shall  thy 
life  be  for  his  life,  or  else  thou  shalt  pay  a  talent  of  silver. 
40.  And  as  thy  servant  was  busy  here  and  there,  he  was 
gone.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  him,  So  shall  thy- 
judgment  be  ;  thyself  hast  decided  it.  41.  And  he  hasted, 
and  took  the  ashes  away  from  his  face  ;  and  the  king  of 
Israel  discerned  him  that  he  was  of  the  prophets.  42.  And 
he  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Because  thou  hast 
let  go  out  of  thy  hand  a  man  whom  I  appointed  to  utter 
destruction,  therefore  thy  life  shall  go  for  his  life,  and 
thy  people  for  his  people.  43.  And  the  king  of  Israel  went 
to  his  house  heavy  and  displeased,  and  came  to  Samaria. 

conquerors' a  quarter  in  his  capital,  where  the  merchants  of  the 
victorious  nation  would  settle  and  trade.  “This  arrangement 
corresponds  to  the  commercial  clause  in  a  modern  treaty’’  (Kent). 

38.  with  ashes  upon  his  face  should  read  “  with  his  headband 
over  his  eyes  “  :  so  too  verse  41 .  where  he  takes  away  the  band. 

42.  C p.  the  way  in  which  Nathan  caused  David  to  pass  judgment 
on  himself,  2  Sam.  xii. 

42.  utter  destruction.  The  fanatical  schools  of  the  prophets 
regarded  Ben-hadad  as  Samuel  did  the  Amalekites,  as  under  a  divine 
ban  and  therefore  “devoted’’  (A.V.  appointed)  to  destruction. 
Religious  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  Jehovah  would  permit  no  half¬ 
measures. 


70 


NABOTH’S  VINEYARD 


The  Story  of  Naboth’s  Vineyard 
1  Kings  xxi 

Ahab  covets  Naboth's  vineyard. — xxi.  i.  And  it  came  to 
pass  after  these  things,  that  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  had  a 
vineyard,  which  was  in  Jezreel,  hard  by  the  palace  of 
Ahab  king  of  Samaria.  2.  And  Ahab  spake  unto  Naboth, 
saying,  Give  me  thy  vineyard,  that  I  may  have  it  for  a 
garden  of  herbs,  because  it  is  near  unto  my  house  :  and  I 
will  give  thee  for  it  a  better  vineyard  than  it  ;  or,  if  it 
seem  good  to  thee,  I  will  give  thee  the  worth  of  it  in  money. 

3.  And  Naboth  said  to  Ahab,  The  Lord  forbid  it  me, 
that  I  should  give  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers  unto  thee. 

4.  And  Ahab  came  into  his  house  heavy  and  displeased 
because  of  the  word  which  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  had 
spoken  to  him  :  for  he  had  said,  I  will  not  give  thee  the 
inheritance  of  my  fathers.  And  he  laid  him  down  upon 
his  bed,  and  turned  away  his  face,  and  would  eat  no  bread. 

Jezebel's  scheme. — 5.  But  Jezebel  his  wife  came  to  him, 
and  said  unto  him,  Why  is  thy  spirit  so  sad,  that  thou 
eatest  no  bread  ?  6.  And  he  said  unto  her,  Because  I 

spake  unto  Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  and  said  unto  him, 

Give  me  thy  vineyard  for  money  ;  or  else,  if  it  please  thee, 
I  will  give  thee  another  vineyard  for  it :  and  he  answered, 
I  will  not  give  thee  my  vineyard.  7.  And  Jezebel  his 
wife  said  unto  him,  Dost  thou  now  govern  the  kingdom 
of  Israel  ?  arise,  and  eat  bread,  and  let  thine  heart  be 
merry  :  I  will  give  thee  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  the  Jez¬ 
reelite.  8.  So  she  wrote  letters  in  Ahab’s  name,  arid 
sealed  them  with  his  seal,  and  sent  the  letters  unto  the 

elders  and  to  the  nobles  that  were  in  his  city,  dwelling 

with  Naboth.  9.  And  she  wrote  in  the  letters,  saying, 
Proclaim  a  fast,  and  set  Naboth  on  high  among  the  people  : 
10.  and  set  two  men,  sons  of  Belial,  before  him,  to  bear 

3.  C  p.  Num.  xxxvi.  7:  “The  children  of  Israel  shall  cleave  every 
one  to  the  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of  his  fathers.” 

9.  a  fast.  A  day  of  public  humiliation  was  to  be  proclaimed,  and 
Naboth  was  to  be  accused  (“set  on  high”)  as  blasphemous  and 
disloyal :  the  charge  was  to  be  brought  by  worthless  persons 
(“sons  of  Belial”)  hired  for  the  purpose.  The  interpretation 
of  “  Belial  ”  as  a  proper  name  is  incorrect. 
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witness  against  him,  saying,  Thou  didst  blaspheme  God 
and  the  king.  And  then  carry  him  out,  and  stone  him, 
that  he  may  die.  11.  And  the  men  of  his  city,  even  the 
elders  and  the  nobles  who  were  the  inhabitants  in  his  city, 
did  as  Jezebel  had  sent  unto  them,  and  as  it  was  written 
in  the  letters  which  she  had  sent  unto  them.  12.  They 
proclaimed  a  fast,  and  set  Naboth  on  high  among  the 
people.  13.  And  there  came  in  two  men,  children  of 
Belial,  and  sat  before  him  :  and  the  men  of  Belial  witnessed 
against  him,  even  against  Naboth,  in  the  presence  of  the 
people,  saying,  Naboth  did  blaspheme  God  and  the  king. 
Then  they  carried  him  forth  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned 
him  with  stones,  that  he  died.  14.  Then  they  sent  to 
Jezebel,  saying,  Naboth  is  stoned,  and  is  dead. 

15.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jezebel  heard  that  Naboth 
was  stoned,  and  was  dead,  that  Jezebel  said  to  Ahab, 
Arise,  take  possession  of  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  the 
Jezreelite,  which  he  refused  to  give  thee  for  money  :  for 
Naboth  is  not  alive,  but  dead.  16.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  Ahab  heard  that  Naboth  was  dead,  that  Ahab  rose 
up  to  go  down  to  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite, 
to  take  possession  of  it. 

Elijah  prophesies  Divine  vengeance. — 17.  And  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  saying,  18.  Arise, 
go  down  to  meet  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  which  is  in  Samaria : 
behold,  he  is  in  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  whither  he  is  gone 
down  to  possess  it.  19.  And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  him, 
saying,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Hast  thou  killed,  and  also 
taken  possession  ?  And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  him, 
saying,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  In  the  place  where  dogs 
licked  the  blood  of  Naboth  shall  dogs  lick  thy  blood,  even 
thine.  20.  And  Ahab  said  to  Elijah,  Hast  thou  found  me, 
O  mine  enemy  ?  And  he  answered,  I  have  found  thee  : 
because  thou  hast  sold  thyself  to  work  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord.  21.  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  thee,  and 
will  take  away  thy  posterity,  and  will  cut  off  from  Ahab 
every  man  child,  and  him  that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel, 
22.  and  will  make  thine  house  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  house  of  Baasha  the  son 
of  Ahijah,  for  the  provocation  wherewith  thou  hast  pro¬ 
voked  me  to  anger,  and  made  Israel  to  sin.  23.  And  of 
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Jezebel  also  spake  the  Lord,  saying,  The  dogs  shall  eat 
Jezebel  by  the  wall  of  Jezreel.  24.  Him  that  dieth  of  Ahab 
in  the  city  the  dogs  shall  eat ;  and  him  that  dieth  in  the 
field  shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat. 

Ahab  humbles  himself. — 25.  (But  there  was  none  like 
unto  Ahab,  which  did  sell  himself  to  work  wickedness  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  whom  Jezebel  his  wife  stirred  up. 
26.  And  he  did  very  abominably  in  following  idols,  accord¬ 
ing  to  all  things  as  did  the  Amorites,  whom  the  Lord  cast 
out  before  the  children  of  Israel). 

27.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  heard  those  words, 
that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sackcloth  upon  his  flesh, 
and  fasted,  and  lay  in  sackcloth,  and  went  softly.  28.  And 
the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  saying, 
29.  Seest  thou  how  Ahab  humbleth  himself  before  me  ? 
because  he  humbleth  himself  before  me,  I  will  not  bring 
the  evil  in  his  days  :  but  in  his  son’s  days  will  I  bring  the 
evil  upon  his  house. 


War  with  Syria  {continued) 

1  Kings  xxii.  1-40 

Alliance  of  Ahab  with  J ehoshaphat  of  Judah  for  the 
recovery  of  Ramoth-gilead  from  the  Syrians. — xxii.  1.  And 
they  continued  three  years  without  war  between  Syria  and 
Israel.  2.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  third  year,  that 
J  ehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  came  down  to  the  king  of 
Israel.  3.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  his  servants, 
Know  ye  that  Ramoth  in  Gilead  is  ours,  and  we  be  still, 
and  take  it  not  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria  ? 
4.  And  he  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  Wilt  thou  go  with  me 
to  battle  to  Ramoth-gilead  ?  And  Jehoshaphat  said  to 
the  king  of  Israel,  I  am  as  thou  art,  my  people  as  thy 
people,  my  horses  as  thy  horses. 

Prophecies  of  the  false  prophets. — 5.  And  Jehoshaphat 
said  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  Enquire,  I  pray  thee,  at  the 
word  of  the  Lord  to  day.  6.  Then  the  king  of  Israel 

24.  of  Ahab  =  of  Ahab’s  family. 

27.  softly  =  barefoot,  or  perhaps  humbly. 

3.  is  ours,  i.e.  belongs  to  us,  and  yet  we  do  not  attempt  to  recover  it. 
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gathered  the  prophets  together,  about  four  hundred  men, 
and  said  unto  them,  Shall  I  go  against  Ramoth-gilead  to 
battle,  or  shall  I  forbear  ?  And  they  said,  Go  up;  for 
the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into  the  hand  of  the  king.  7.  And 
Jehoshaphat  said,  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of  the  Lord 
besides,  that  we  might  enquire  of  him  ?  8.  And  the  king 

of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  There  is  yet  one  man, 
Micaiah  the  son  of  Imlah,  by  whom  we  may  enquire  of 
the  Lord  :  but  I  hate  him  ;  for  he  doth  not  prophesy 
good  concerning  me,  but  evil.  And  Jehoshaphat  said. 
Let  not  the  king  say  so.  9.  Then  the  king  of  Israel  called 
an  officer,  and  said,  Hasten  hither  Micaiah  the  son  of 
Imlah.  10.  And  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the 
king  of  Judah  sat  each  on  his  throne,  having  put  on  their 
robes  in  a  void  place  in  the  entrance  of  the  gate  of  Samaria  ; 
and  all  the  prophets  prophesied  before  them.  11.  And 
Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah  made  him  horns  of  iron  : 
and  he  said,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  With  these  shalt  thou 
push  the  Syrians,  until  thou  have  consumed  them.  12.  And 
all  the  prophets  prophesied  so,  saying,  Go  up  to  Ramoth- 
gilead,  and  prosper  :  for  the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into 
the  king’s  hand.  13.  And  the  messenger  that  was  gone  to 
call  Micaiah  spake  unto  him,  saying,  Behold  now,  the 
words  of  the  prophets  declare  good  unto  the  king  with  one 
mouth  :  let  thy  word,  I  pray  thee,  be  like  the  word  of  one 
of  them,  and  speak  that  which  is  good.  14.  And  Micaiah 
said,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  what  the  Lord  saith  unto  me, 
that  will  I  speak. 

The  prophecy  of  Micaiah  the  son  of  Imlah. — 15.  So  he 
came  to  the  king.  And  the  king  said  unto  him,  Micaiah, 
shall  we  go  against  Ramoth-gilead  to  battle,  or  shall  we 
forbear  ? ,  And  he  answered  him,  Go,  and  prosper :  for 

6.  prophets.  It  should  be  noticed  (1)  that  Jezebel’s  persecution 
of  Jehovah’s  prophets  was  limited  ;  (2)  that  the  degeneracy  of  the 
prophetic  schools  begins  to  appear ;  Micaiah  has  to  dissociate 
himself  entirely  from  their  company ;  it  seems  to  come  naturally 
to  Jehoshaphat  to  distrust  them. 

8,  I  hate  him.  cp.  Homer,  II.  i.  106-108:  “Prophet  of  evil, 
never  yet  hast  thou  spoken  to  me  that  which  is  good  ’’  (Agamemnon 
to  Calchas). 

11.  horns  of  iron.  For  the  symbolic  method  of  prophecy  cp. 
xi.  30,  p.  32  (Ahijah),  and  1  Sam.  xv.  27,  28  (Samuel). 
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the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into  the  hand  of  the  king.  16.  And 
the  king  said  unto  him,  How  many  times  shall  I  adjure 
thee  that  thou  tell  me  nothing  but  that  which  is  true  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  ?  17.  And  he  said,  I  saw  all  Israel 

scattered  upon  the  hills,  as  sheep  that  have  not  a  shepherd  : 
and  the  Lord  said,  These  have  no  master  :  let  them  return 
every  man  to  his  house  in  peace.  18.  And  the  king  of 
Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  Did  I  not  tell  thee  that  he 
would  prophesy  no  good  concerning  me,  but  evil  ?  19.  And 

he  said,  Hear  thou  therefore  the  word  of  the  Lord  :  I 
saw  the  Lord  sitting  on  his  throne,  and  all  the  host  of 
heaven  standing  by  him  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left. 
20.  And  the  Lord  said,  Who  shall  persuade  Ahab,  that 
he  may  go  up  and  fall  at  Ramoth-gilead  ?  And  one  said 
on  this  manner,  and  another  said  on  that  manner.  21.  And 
there  came  forth  a  spirit,  and  stood  before  the  Lord,  and 
said,  I  will  persuade  him.  22.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
him,  Wherewith  ?  And  he  said,  I  will  go  forth,  and  I 
will  be  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets.  And 
he  said,  Thou  shalt  persuade  him,  and  prevail  also  :  go 
forth,  and  do  so.  23.  Now  therefore,  behold,  the  Lord 
hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  these  thy  pro¬ 
phets,  and  the  Lord  hath  spoken  evil  concerning  thee. 

24.  But  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah  went  near,  and 
smote  Micaiah  on  the  cheek,  and  said,  Which  way  went 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  from  me  to  speak  unto  thee  ? 

25.  And  Micaiah  said,  Behold,  thou  shalt  see  in  that  day, 
when  thou  shalt  go  into  an  inner  chamber  to  hide  thyself. 

26.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said,  Take  Micaiah,  and  carry 
him  back  unto  Amon  the  governor  of  the  city,  and  to 
Joash  the  king’s  son  ;  27.  and  say,  Thus  saith  the  king, 
Put  this  fellow  in  the  prison,  and  feed  him  with  bread  of 
affliction  and  with  water  of  affliction,  until  I  come  in  peace. 

28.  And  Micaiah  said,  If  thou  return  at  all  in  peace,  the 
Lord  hath  not  spoken  by  me.  And  he  said,  Hearken, 
O  people,  every  one  of  you. 

The  battle  of  Ramoth-gilead  and  the  death  of  Ahab. — 

29.  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of 
Judah  went  up  to  Ramoth-gilead.  30.  And  the  king  of 

21.  a  spirit.  Rather,  “  the  spirit,”  i.e.  of  prophecy,  not  an  evil 
spirit  of  any  kind. 
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Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  I  will  disguise  myself,  and 
enter  into  the  battle  ;  but  put  thou  on  thy  robes.  And 
the  king  of  Israel  disguised  himself,  and  went  into  the 
battle.  31.  But  the  king  of  Syria  commanded  his  thirty 
and  two  captains  that  had  rule  over  his  chariots,  saying, 
Fight  neither  with  small  nor  great,  save  only  with  the 
king  of  Israel.  32.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  captains 
of  the  chariots  saw  Jehoshaphat,  that  they  said,  Surely  it 
is  the  king  of  Israel.  And  they  turned  aside  to  fight 
against  him  ;  and  Jehoshaphat  cried  out.  33.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  perceived 
that  it  was  not  the  king  of  Israel,  that  they  turned  back 
from  pursuing  him.  34.  And  a  certain  man  drew  a  bow 
at  a  venture,  and  smote  the  king  of  Israel  between  the 
joints  of  the  harness  :  wherefore  he  said  unto  the  driver 
of  his  chariot,  Turn  thine  hand,  and  carry  me  out  of  the 
host  ;  for  I  am  wounded.  35.  And  the  battle  increased 
that  day  :  and  the  king  was  stayed  up  in  his  chariot  against 
the  Syrians,  and  died  at  even  :  and  the  blood  ran  out  of 
the  wound  into  the  midst  of  the  chariot.  36.  And  there 
went  a  proclamation  throughout  the  host  about  the  going 
down  of  the  sun,  saying,  Every  man  to  his  city,  and  every 
man  to  his  own  country. 

37.  So  the  king  died,  and  was  brought  to  Samaria  ;  and 
they  buried  the  king  in  Samaria.  38.  And  one  washed 
the  chariot  in  the  pool  of  Samaria  ;  and  the  dogs  licked 
up  his  blood  ;  and  they  washed  his  armour ;  according 
unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  spake.  39.  Now 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ahab,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  the 
ivory  house  wThich  he  made,  and  all  the  cities  that  he 
built,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of 
the  kings  of  Israel  ?  40.  So  Ahab  slept  with  his  fathers  ; 
and  Ahaziah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Ahaziah  :  c.  853  b.c. 

1  Kings  xxii.  51—2  Kings  i.  18 

His  evil  reign. — xxii.  51.  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Ahab  began 
to  reign  over  Israel  in  Samaria  the  seventeenth  year  of 

38.  the  word  :  xxi.  19,  p.  71. 
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Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah,  and  reigned  two  years  over 
Israel.  52.  And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  walked  in  the  way  of  his  father,  and  in  the  way  of 
his  mother,  and  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin :  53.  for  he  served 

Baal,  and  worshipped  him,  and  provoked  to  anger  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  according  to  all  that  his  father  had 
done. 

Elijah  and  the  fifties  :  the  king's  doom  is  pronounced. — 
2  Kings  i.  1.  Then  Moab  rebelled  against  Israel  after  the 
death  of  Ahab.  2.  And  Ahaziah  fell  down  through  a 
lattice  in  his  upper  chamber  that  was  in  Samaria,  and  was 
sick  :  and  he  sent  messengers,  and  said  unto  them,  Go, 
enquire  of  Baal-zebub  the  god  of  Ekron  whether  I  shall 
recover  of  this  disease.  3.  But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said 
to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  Arise,  go  up  to  meet  the  messengers 
of  the  king  of  Samaria,  and  say  unto  them,  Is  it  because 
there  is  not  a  God  in  Israel,  that  ye  go  to  enquire  of  Baal- 
zebub  the  god  of  Ekron  ?  4.  Now  therefore  thus  saith 

the  Lord,  Thou  shalt  not  come  down  from  that  bed  on 
which  thou  art  gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  die.  And  Elijah 
departed.  5.  And  when  the  messengers  turned  back  unto 
him,  he  said  unto  them,  Why  are  ye  now  turned  back  ? 
6.  And  they  said  unto  him,  There  came  a  man  up  to  meet 
us,  and  said  unto  us,  Go,  turn  again  unto  the  king  that 
sent  you,  and  say  unto  him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Is  it 
because  there  is  not  a  God  in  Israel,  that  thou  sendest  to 
enquire  of  Baal-zebub  the  god  of  Ekron  ?  therefore  thou 
shalt  not  come  down  from  that  bed  on  which  thou  art 
gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  die.  7.  And  he  said  unto  them, 

53.  The  division  between  the  two  books  of  Kings  is  first  found 
in  the  Septuagint :  there  is  no  real  break. 

2  K.  i.  1.  Moab.  For  a  fuller  account  see  iii.  4  seq.,  p.  81. 

2.  Baal-zebub  was  the  Baal  of  flies,  worshipped  at  Ekron  in 
Philistia.  Flies  wereregarded  as  pests,  and  are,  as  we  know,  spreaders 
of  disease.  In  ancient  times  gods  were  often  associated  with  the 
pest  against  which  they  could  protect  their  worshippers.  If  the 
form  Beel-zebul,  “Baal  of  the  temple”  (Mat.  x.  25)  is  correct, 
Baal-zebub  may  have  been  a  Hebrew  version  of  the  god’s  real 
name  used  in  contempt. 

3.  Is  it  because.  The  “  not  ”  of  the  A.V.  has  been  omitted  here, 
and  in  vv.  6  and  16. 
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What  manner  of  man  was  he  which  came  up  to  meet  you, 
and  told  you  these  words  ?  8.  And  they  answered  him, 

He  was  an  hairy  man,  and  girt  with  a  girdle  of  leather 
about  his  loins.  And  he  said,  It  is  Elijah  the  Tishbite. 
9.  Then  the  king  sent  unto  him  a  captain  of  fifty  with  his 
fifty.  And  he  went  up  to  him  :  and,  behold,  he  sat  on 
the  top  of  an  hill.  And  he  spake  unto  him,  Thou  man  of 
God,  the  king  hath  said,  Come  down.  10.  And  Elijah 
answered  and  said  to  the  captain  of  fifty,  If  I  be  a  man  of 
God,  then  let  fire  come  down  from  heaven,  and  consume 
thee  and  thy  fifty.  And  there  came  down  fire  from 
heaven,  and  consumed  him  and  his  fifty.  11.  Again  also  he 
sent  unto  him  another  captain  of  fifty  with  his  fifty.  And 
he  answered  and  said  unto  him,  O  man  of  God,  thus  hath 
the  king  said,  Come  down  quickly.  12.  And  Elijah 
answered  and  said  unto  them,  If  I  be  a  man  of  God,  let 
fire  come  down  from  heaven,  and  consume  thee  and  thy 
fifty.  And  the  fire  of  God  came  down  from  heaven,  and 
consumed  him  and  his  fifty. 

13.  And  he  sent  again  a  captain  of  the  third  fifty  with 
his  fifty.  And  the  third  captain  of  fifty  went  up,  and 
came  and  fell  on  his  knees  before  Elijah,  and  besought 
him,  and  said  unto  him,  O  man  of  God,  I  pray  thee,  let 
my  life,  and  the  life  of  these  fifty  thy  servants,  be  precious 
in  thy  sight.  14.  Behold,  there  came  fire  down  from 
heaven,  and  burnt  up  the  two  captains  of  the  former 
fifties  with  their  fifties  :  therefore  let  my  life  now  be 
precious  in  thy  sight.  15.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
said  unto  Elijah,  Go  down  with  him  :  be  not  afraid  of  him. 
And  he  arose,  and  went  down  with  him  unto  the  king. 
16.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Forasmuch 
as  thou  hast  sent  messengers  to  enquire  of  Baal-zebub  the 
god  of  Ekron,  is  it  because  there  is  no  God  in  Israel  to 
enquire  of  his  word  ?  therefore  thou  shalt  not  come  down 
off  that  bed  on  which  thou  art  gone  up,  but  shalt  surely 
die. 

1 7.  So  he  died  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which 
Elijah  had  spoken.  And  Jehoram  reigned  in  his  stead 

10.  consume  thee.  Contrast  the  spirit  of  our  Lord  s  answer  to 
James  and  John  (Luke  ix.  51-56,  A.V.  ;  but  cp.  R.V.  ad  loc.). 

17.  Jehoram  was  Ahaziah’s  brother. 
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in  the  second  year  of  Jehoram  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  king 
of  Judah  ;  because  he  had  no  son.  18.  Now  the  rest  of 
the  acts  of  Ahaziah  which  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in 
the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ? 


The  Passing  of  the  Prophet  Elijah 
2  Kings  ii.  1-12  a 

Elijah  is  carried  up  into  heaven. — ii.  1.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  Lord  would  take  up  Elijah  into  heaven  by 
a  whirlwind,  that  Elijah  went  with  Elisha  from  Gilgal. 

2.  And  Elijah  said  unto  Elisha,  Tarry  here,  I  pray  thee  ; 
for  the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Beth-el.  And  Elisha  said 
unto  him,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I 
will  not  leave  thee.  So  they  went  down  to  Beth-el. 

3.  And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  that  were  at  Beth-el  came 
forth  to  Elisha,  and  said  unto  him,  Knowest  thou  that 
the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thy  head  to 
day  ?  And  he  said,  Yea,  I  know  it  ;  hold  ye  your  peace. 

4.  And  Elijah  said  unto  him,  Elisha,  tarry  here,  I  pray 
thee  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Jericho.  And  he 
said,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not 
leave  thee.  So  they  came  to  Jericho.  5.  And  the  sons 
of  the  prophets  that  were  at  Jericho  came  to  Elisha,  and 
said  unto  him.  Knowest  thou  that  the  Lord  will  take 
away  thy  master  from  thy  head  to  day  ?  And  he  answered, 
Yea,  I  know  it  ;  hold  ye  your  peace.  6.  And  Elijah  said 
unto  him,  Tarry,  I  pray  thee,  here  ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
sent  me  to  Jordan.  And  he  said,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and 
as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  And  they  two 
went  on.  7.  And  fifty  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets 
went  and  stood  to  view  afar  off  :  and  they  two  stood  by 
Jordan.  8.  And  Elijah  took  his  mantle,  and  wrapped 
it  together,  and  smote  the  waters,  and  they  were  divided 
hither  and  thither,  so  that  they  two  went  over  on  dry 
ground. 

9.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  gone  over,  that 
Elijah  said  unto  Elisha,  Ask  what  I  shall  do  for  thee, 
before  I  be  taken  away  from  thee.  And  Elisha  said,  I 
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pray  thee,  let  a  double  portion  of  thy  spirit  be  upon  me. 
io.  And  he  said,  Thou  hast  asked  a  hard  thing  :  neverthe¬ 
less,  if  thou  see  me  when  I  am  taken  from  thee,  it  shall 
be  so  unto  thee  ;  but  if  not,  it  shall  not  be  so.  ii.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  as  they  still  went  on,  and  talked,  that, 
behold,  there  appeared  a  chariot  of  fire,  and  horses  of  fire, 
and  parted  them  both  asunder  ;  and  Elijah  went  up  by 
a  whirlwind  into  heaven.  12  a.  And  Elisha  saw  it,  and  he 
cried,  My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and 
the  horsemen  thereof. 


THE  PROPHET  ELISHA 

Elisha  carried  on  the  work  of  Elijah  ;  he  was  considered 
to  have  inherited  a  double  portion  of  Elijah’s  spirit,  that 
is  to  say,  he  was  his  spiritual  heir,  and  was  recognised  as 
master  by  the  schools  of  the  prophets. 

He  was  a  contrast  to  Elijah  in  every  way,  milder  and 
more  civilised,  a  frequenter  of  cities  rather  than  deserts. 
Elijah  left  behind  him  a  warning  and  a  message,  Elisha 
the  example  of  a  life  :  a  similar  contrast  was  presented 
in  a  different  era  between  the  ascetic  Baptist  and  Jesus 
of  Nazareth. 

In  two  political  acts  of  great  importance  Elisha  played 
a  decisive  part,  namely  the  revolution  of  Jehu,  who  was 
anointed '  king  in  the  camp  before  Ramoth-gilead,  and 
the  murder  of  Ben-hadad  II.  of  Syria.  In  the  first  case 


9.  a  double  portion  means  the  heir’s  inheritance,  i.e.  twice  as 
much  as  that  of  any  other  son. 

10.  if  thou  see  me.  It  was  simply  a  question  whether  Elisha  had 
sufficient  spiritual  power  ;  cp.  vi.  17,  p.  91. 

12a.  the  chariot  of  Israel.  Read  “chariots”:  a  metaphor  ex¬ 
pressing  that  all  that  was  best  and  strongest  in  Israel  was  reflected 
in  Elijah,  as  in  Elisha  after  him  {cp.  xiii.  14,  p.  107). 


8o 


ELISHA’S  FIRST  ACTS 


Elisha  sent  a  representative  ;  in  the  second  he  himself 
foretold  to  Hazael  the  course  of  events  and  so  confirmed 
that  unscrupulous  adventurer  in  his  secret  ambitions. 
Jehu  was  destined  to  be  the  instrument  for  the  destruction 
of  Baal  worship  ;  Hazael  was  to  prove  Israel’s  scourge  : 
both  were  to  hasten  the  final  downfall  of  the  Northern 
Kingdom. 


STORIES  OF  ELISHA 


2  Kings  ii.  12-25 

(1)  The  Dividing  of  the  Waters. — 12  b.  And  he  saw 
him  no  more*:  and  he  took  hold  of  his  own  clothes,  and 
rent  them  in  two  pieces.  13.  He  took  up  also  the  mantle 
of  Elijah  that  fell  from  him,  and  went  back,  and  stood 
by  the  bank  of  Jordan  ;  14.  and  he  took  the  mantle  of 
Elijah  that  fell  from  him,  and  smote  the  waters,  and  said, 
Where  is  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah  ?  and  when  he  also  had 
smitten  the  waters,  they  parted  hither  and  thither :  and 
Elisha  went  over.  15.  And  when  the  sons  of  the  prophets 
which  were  to  view  at  Jericho  saw  him,  they  said,  The 
spirit  of  Elijah  doth  rest  on  Elisha.  And  they  came  to 
meet  him,  and  bowed  themselves  to  the  ground  before  him. 

16.  And  they  said  unto  him,  Behold  now,  there  be  with 
thy  servants  fifty  strong  men  ;  let  them  go,  we  pray  thee, 
and  seek  thy  master :  lest  peradventure  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  hath  taken  him  up,  and  cast  him  upon  some  mountain, 
or  into  some  valley.  And  he  said,  Ye  shall  not  send. 
17.  And  when  they  urged  him  till  he  was  ashamed,  he  said, 
Send.  They  sent  therefore  fifty  men  ;  and  they  sought 
three  days,  but  found  him  not.  18.  And  when  they  came 
again  to  him,  (for  he  tarried  at  Jericho,)  he  said  unto  them, 
Did  I  not  say  unto  you,  Go  not  ? 

(2)  Healing  of  a  Spring. — 19.  And  the  men  of  the 
city  said  unto  Elisha,  Behold,  I  pray  thee,  the  situation  of 
this  city  is  pleasant,  as  my  lord  seeth  :  but  the  water  is 
naught,  and  the  ground  barren.  20.  And  he  said,  Bring 
me  a  new  cruse,  and  put  salt  therein.  And  they  brought 


2  KINGS  II,  III 


81 


it  to  him.  21.  And  he  went  forth  unto  the  spring  of  the 
waters,  and  cast  the  salt  in  there,  and  said,  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  I  have  healed  these  waters  ;  there  shall  not  be 
from  thence  any,  more  death  or  barren  land.  22.  So  the 
waters  were  healed  unto  this  day,  according  to  the  saying 
of  Elisha  which  he  spake. 

(3)  Punishment  of  the  Mockers. — 23.  And  he  went 
up  from  thence  unto  Beth-el :  and  as  he  was  going  up  by 
the  way,  there  came  forth  little  children  out  of  the  city, 
and  mocked  him,  and  said  unto  him,  Go  up,  thou  bald 
head  ;  go  up,  thou  bald  head.  24.  And  he  turned  back, 
and  looked  on  them,  and  cursed  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  And  there  came  forth  two  she  bears  out  of  the 
wood,  and  tare  forty  and  two  children  of  them.  25.  And 
he  went  from  thence  to  mount  Carmel,  and  from  thence 
he  returned  to  Samaria. 

Jehoram:  c.  852  b.c. 

2  Kings  iii.  1— ix.  37 

Jehoram' s  evil  reign. — iii.  1.  Now  Jehoram  the  son  of 
Ahab  began  to  reign  over  Israel  in  Samaria  the  eighteenth 
year  of  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah,  and  reigned  twelve 
years.  2.  And  he  wrought  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ; 
but  not  like  his  father,  and  like  his  mother :  for  he  put 
away  the  image  of  Baal  that  his  father  had  made.  3.  Never¬ 
theless  he  cleaved  unto  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  which  made  Israel  to  sin  ;  he  departed  not  there¬ 
from. 

Alliance  with  J ehoshaphat  of  Judah  against  Mesha  of 
Moab . — 4.  And  Mesha  king  of  Moab  was  a  sheep-master, 
and  rendered  unto  the  king  of  Israel  an  hundred  thousand 
lambs,  and  an  hundred  thousand  rams,  with  the  wool. 
5.  But  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  was  dead,  that  the  king 
of  Moab  rebelled  against  the  king  of  Israel. 

23.  little  children.  Rather,  “young  lads.” 

4.  Mesha.  The  Moabites  were  conquered  by  David,  but  in  all 
probability  recovered  their  independence  at  the  disruption  of  the 
kingdom.  Omri  subdued  them  again,  but  they  rebelled  successfully 
either  during  Ahab’s  reign,  according  to  the  Moabite  Stone  (see 
Appendix  II.),  or  after  his  death  ( cp .  i.  1). 

iv — 6 
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ELISHA  AND  THE  MOABITES 


6.  And  king  Jehoram  went  out  of  Samaria  the  same  time, 
and  numbered  all  Israel.  7.  And  he  went  and  sent  to 
Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah,  saying,  The  king  of  Moab 
hath  rebelled  against  me  :  wilt  thou  go  with  me  against 
Moab  to  battle  ?  And  he  said,  I  will  go  up  :  I  am  as  thou 
art,  my  people  as  thy  people,  and  my  horses  as  thy 
horses.  8.  And  he  said,  Which  way  shall  we  go  up  ?  And 
he  answered,  The  way  through  the  wilderness  of  Edom. 
9.  So  the  king  of  Israel  went,  and  the  king  of  Judah,  and 
the  king  of  Edom  :  and  they  fetched  a  compass  of  seven 
days’  journey  :  and  there  was  no  water  for  the  host,  and 
for  the  cattle  that  followed  them.  10.  And  the  king  of 
Israel  said,  Alas  !  that  the  Lord  hath  called  these  three 
kings  together,  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Moab  ! 

Elisha  prophesies  success. — 11.  But  Jehoshaphat  said, 
Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  that  we  may 
enquire  of  the  Lord  by  him  ?  And  one  of  the  king  of 
Israel’s  servants  answered  and  said,  Here  is  Elisha  the 
son  of  Shaphat,  which  poured  water  on  the  hands  of 
Elijah.  12.  And  Jehoshaphat  said,  The  word  of  the  Lord 
is  with  him.  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  and 
the  king  of  Edom  went  down  to  him.  13.  And  Elisha  said 
unto  the  king  of  Israel,  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ? 
get  thee  to  the  prophets  of  thy  father,  and  to  the  prophets 
of  thy  mother.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  him, 
Nay  :  for  the  Lord  hath  called  these  three  kings  together, 
to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Moab.  14.  And  Elisha 
said,  As  the  Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand, 
surely,  were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of  Jehosha¬ 
phat  the  king  of  Judah,  I  would  not  look  toward  thee, 
nor  see  thee.  15.  But  now  bring  me  a  minstrel.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  minstrel  played,  that  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  came  upon  him.  16.  And  he  said,  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  Make  this  valley  full  of  ditches.  17.  For  thus 
saith  the  Lord,  Ye  shall  not  see  wind,  neither  shall  ye 

8.  Which  way  ?  The  route  chosen  lay  through  Judah  and  round 
the  south  of  the  Dead  Sea,  the  object  being  to  attack  Moab  on  its 
weakest  side,  the  south-west. 

9.  fetched  a  compass  =  made  a  detour. 

11.  poured  water,  etc.,  i.e.  was  his  constant  body-servant  and 
companion. 


2  KINGS  III 


83 

see  rain  ;  yet  that  valley  shall  be  filled  with  water,  that 
ye  may  drink,  both  ye,  and  your  cattle,  and  your  beasts. 
18.  And  this  is  but  a  light  thing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  . 
he  will  deliver  the  Moabites  also  into  your  hand.  19.  And 
ye  shall  smite  every  fenced  city,  and  every  choice  city, 
and  shall  fell  every  good  tree,  and  stop  all  wells  of  water, 
and  mar  every  good  piece  of  land  with  stones.  20.  And  it 
came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  meat  offering  was 
offered,  that,  behold,  there  came  water  by  the  way  of 
Edom,  and  the  country  was  filled  with  water. 

The  defeat  of  Moab,  and  unsatisfactory  end  of  the  cam¬ 
paign. — 21.  And  when  all  the  Moabites  heard  that  the 
kings  were  come  up  to  fight  against  them,  they  gathered 
all  that  were  able  to  put  on  armour,  and  upward,  and 
stood  in  the  border.  22.  And  they  rose  up  early  in  the 
morning,  and  the  sun  shone  upon  the  water,  and  the 
Moabites  saw  the  water  on  the  other  side  as  red  as  blood  : 
23.  and  they  said,  This  is  blood  :  the  kings  are  surely 
slain,  and  they  have  smitten  one  another  :  now  therefore, 
Moab,  to  the  spoil.  24.  And  when  they  came  to  the  camp 
of  Israel,  the  Israelites  rose  up  and  smote  the  Moabites, 
so  that  they  fled  before  them  :  but  they  went  forward 
smiting  the  Moabites,  even  in  their  country.  25.  And  they 
beat  down  the  cities,  and  on  every  good  piece  of  land  cast 
every  man  his  stone,  and  filled  it  ;  and  they  stopped  all 
the  wells  of  water,  and  felled  all  the  good  trees  :  only  in 
Kir-haraseth  left  they  the  stones  thereof ;  howbeit  the 
slingers  went  about  it,  and  smote  it. 

26.  And  when  the  king  of  Moab  saw  that  the  battle 
was  too  sore  for  him,  he  took  with  him  seven  hundred 
men  that  drew  swords,  to  break  through  even  unto  the 

17.  neither  shall  ye  see  rain.  “  Verses  16,  17,  20  describe  the  way- 
in  which 'the  underground  water  descending  from  the  Edomite 
mountains  can  still  be  obtained,  by  digging  water-pits,  in  the 
Wady  el-Ahsa  (‘valley  of  water-pits'),  on  the  southern  frontier 
of  Moab.  .  .  .  The  point  of  the  miracle  lies  in  the  copiousness  of  the 
supply  obtained  by  the  use  of  ordinary  means”  (Robertson 
Smith,  Old  Test,  in  the  Jewish  Church,  p.  147.  and  note). 

20.  the  meat  offering.  Rather,  “about  the  time  of  offering  the 
oblation  ”  ;  cp.  1  Kings  xviii.  29,  p.  61,  and  see  note  on  1  Kings 
viii.  64,  p.  24. 

24.  even  in  their  country.  Better,  “as  they  went”  (Kent, 
Students'  O.T.,  vol.  ii.  p.  236). 
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king  of  Edom  :  but  they  could  not.  27.  Then  he  took 
his  eldest  son  that  should  have  reigned  in  his  stead,  and 
offered  him  for  a  burnt  offering  upon  the  wall.  And  there 
was  great  indignation  against  Israel :  and  they  departed 
from  him,  and  returned  to  their  own  land. 


STORIES  OF  ELISHA  (continued) 

2  Kings  iv.  1— ix.  10 

(4)  Elisha  and  the  Widow’s  Oil. — iv.  1.  Now  there 
cried  a  certain  woman  of  the  wives  of  the  sons  of  the 
prophets  unto  Elisha,  saying,  Thy  servant  my  husband  is 
dead  ;  and  thou  knowest  that  thy  servant  did  fear  the 
Lord  :  and  the  creditor  is  come  to  take  unto  him  my 
two  sons  to  be  bondmen.  2.  And  Elisha  said  unto  her, 
What  shall  I  do  for  thee  ?  tell  me,  what  hast  thou  in  the 
house  ?  And  she  said,  Thine  handmaid  hath  not  any 
thing  in  the  house,  save  a  pot  of  oil.  3.  Then  he  said,  Go, 
borrow  thee  vessels  abroad  of  all  thy  neighbours,  even 
empty  vessels  ;  borrow  not  a  few.  4.  And  when  thou  art 
come  in,  thou  shalt  shut  the  door  upon  thee  and  upon  thy 
sons,  and  shalt  pour  out  into  all  those  vessels,  and  thou 
shalt  set  aside  that  which  is  full.  5.  So  she  went  from 
him,  and  shut  the  door  upon  her  and  upon  her  sons,  who 
brought  the  vessels  to  her  ;  and  she  poured  out.  6.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  the  vessels  were  full,  that  she  said 
unto  her  son,  Bring  me  yet  a  vessel.  And  he  said  unto 
her,  There  is  not  a  vessel  more.  And  the  oil  stayed. 
7.  Then  she  came  and  told  the  man  of  God.  And  he  said, 

27.  offered  him.  The  thought  of  human  sacrifice  was  abhorrent 
to  the  Hebrew  mind  ;  but  the  practice  was  common  enough  amongst 
the  neighbouring  peoples.  (See  vol.  ii.,  Appendix  IV.  for  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  subject). 

27.  The  great  indignation  against  Israel  has  been  explained  as 
referring  to  the  wrath  (R.V.)  of  Chemosh,  the  god  of  the  country. 
The  more  usual  interpretation  of  the  feelings  of  horror  excited  in 
the  minds  of  the  armies  of  Judah  and  Edom  is  not  quite  satis¬ 
factory.  In  any  case,  it  is  clear  that  the  victorious  allies  abandoned 
the  campaign  without  reaping  the  fruits  of  victory. 

6.  stayed  =  ceased,  stopped  flowing. 
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Go,  sell  the  oil,  and  pay  thy  debt,  and  live  thou  and  thy 
children  of  the  rest. 

(5)  Elisha  and  the  Shunammite  Woman  :  he  lodges 
at  her  house. — 8.  And  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  Elisha  passed 
to  Shunem,  where  was  a  great  woman  ;  and  she  constrained 
him  to  eat  bread.  And  so  it  was,  that  as  oft  as  he  passed 
by,  he  turned  in  thither  to  eat  bread.  9.  And  she  said 
unto  her  husband,  Behold  now,  I  perceive  that  this  is  an 
holy  man  of  God,  which  passeth  by  us  continually.  10.  Let 
us  make  a  little  chamber,  I  pray  thee,  on  the  wall ;  and 
let  us  set  for  him  there  a  bed,  and  a  table,  and  a  stool, 
and  a  candlestick  :  and  it  shall  be,  when  he  cometh  to  us, 
that  he  shall  turn  in  thither. 

He  promises  her  a  son. — 11.  And  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  he 
came  thither,  and  he  turned  into  the  chamber,  and  lay 
there.  12.  And  he  said  to  Gehazi  his  servant,  Call  this 
Shunammite.  And  when  he  had  called  her,  she  stood 
before  him.  13.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Say  now  unto 
her,  Behold,  thou  hast  been  careful  for  us  with  all  this 
care  ;  what  is  to  be  done  for  thee  ?  wouldest  thou  be 
spoken  for  to  the  king,  or  to  the  captain  of  the  host  ?  And 
she  answered,  I  dwell  among  mine  own  people.  14.  And 
he  said,  What  then  is  to  be  done  for  her  ?  And  Gehazi 
answered,  Verily  she  hath  no  child,  and  her  husband  is 
old.  15.  And  he  said,  Call  her.  And  when  he  had  called 
her,  she  stood  in  the  door.  16.  And  he  said,  About  this 
season,  when  the  time  cometh  round,  thou  shalt  embrace 
a  son.  And  she  said,  Nay,  my  lord,  thou  man  of  God,  do 
not  lie  unto  thine  handmaid.  17.  And  the  woman  con¬ 
ceived,  and  bare  a  son,  at  that  season  that  Elisha  had 
said  unto  her,  according  to  the  time  of  life. 

The  child  dies  and  is  raised  to  life  by  Elisha. — 18.  And 
when  the  child  was  grown,  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  he  went 
out  to  his  father  to  the  reapers.  19.  And  he  said  unto 
his  father,  My  head,  my  head.  And  he  said  to  a  lad, 
Carry  him  to  his  mother.  20.  And  when  he  had  taken 
him,  and  brought  him  to  his  mother,  he  sat  on  her  knees 

10.  on  the  wail.  The  chamber  either  stood  on  the  roof  or  was  a 
separate  apartment  built  for  the  purpose,  “  with  walls/  i.e.  not  a 
wooden  hut. 

13.  I  dwell,  etc.,  i.e.  “  I  have  3II I  want  of  wealth  and  influence." 
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till  noon,  and  then  died.  21.  And  she  went  up,  and  laid 
him  on  the  bed  of  the  man  of  God,  and  shut  the  door  upon 
him,  and  went  out.  22.  And  she  called  unto  her  husband, 
and  said,  Send  me,  I  pray  thee,  one  of  the  young  men,  and 
one  of  the  asses,  that  I  may  run  to  the  man  of  God,  and 
come  again.  23.  And  he  said,  Wherefore  wilt  thou  go  to 
him  to  day  ?  it  is  neither  new  moon,  nor  sabbath.  And 
she  said,  It  shall  be  well.  24.  Then  she  saddled  an  ass, 
and  said  to  her  servant,  Drive,  and  go  forward  ;  slack  not 
thy  riding  for  me,  except  I  bid  thee.  25.  So  she  went  and 
came  unto  the  man  of  God  to  mount  Carmel.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  man  of  God  saw  her  afar  off,  that 
he  said  to  Gehazi  his  servant,  Behold,  yonder  is  that 
Shunammite  :  26.  run  now,  I  pray  thee,  to  meet  her,  and 
say  unto  her,  Is  it  well  with  thee  ?  is  it  well  with  thy 
husband  ?  is  it  well  with  the  child  ?  And  she  answered, 
It  is  well.  27.  And  when  she  came  to  the  man  of  God  to 
the  hill,  she  caught  him  by  the  feet  :  but  Gehazi  came 
near  to  thrust  her  away.  And  the  man  of  God  said,  Let 
her  alone  ;  for  her  soul  is  vexed  within  her :  and  the 
Lord  hath  hid  it  from  me,  and  hath  not  told  me.  28.  Then 
she  said,  Did  I  desire  a  son  of  my  lord  ?  did  I  not  say, 
Do  not  deceive  me  ? 

29.  Then  he  said  to  Gehazi,  Gird  up  thy  loins,  and  take 
my  staff  in  thine  hand,  and  go  thy  way  :  if  thou  meet  any 
man,  salute  him  not  ;  and  if  any  salute  thee,  answer  him 
not  again  :  and  lay  my  staff  upon  the  face  of  the  child. 
30.  And  the  mother  of  the  child  said,  As  the  Lord  liveth, 
and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  And  he 
arose  and  followed  her.  31.  And  Gehazi  passed  on  before 
them,  and  laid  the  staff  upon  the  face  of  the  child  ;  but  there 
was  neither  voice,  nor  hearing.  Wherefore  he  went  again 

23.  new  moon ...  sabbath.  Two  holy  days  when  it  would  be  natural 
for  her  to  seek  the  prophet.  Regular  sacrifices  are  prescribed  in 
Numbers  for  the  first  day  of  the  month. 

24.  Drive.  The  servant  went  on  foot,  driving  the  ass. 

25.  Carmel  was  more  than  twenty  miles  away. 

29.  take  my  staff.  It  is  evident,  from  Gehazi's  report,  verse  31, 
that  Elisha  thought  that  the  child  might  be  revived  by  mere  con¬ 
tact  with  the  staff. 

salute  him  not,  i.e.  make  all  haste.  Eastern  salutations  are 
ceremonious  and  lengthy  ;  cp.  Luke  x.  4. 
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to  meet  him,  and  told  him,  saying,  The  child  is  not  awaked. 
32.  And  when  Elisha  was  come  into  the  house,  behold,  the 
child  was  dead,  and  laid  upon  his  bed.  33.  He  went  in 
therefore,  and  shut  the  door  upon  them  twain,  and  prayed 
unto  the  Lord.  34.  And  he  went  up,  and  lay  upon  the 
child,  and  put  his  mouth  upon  his  mouth,  and  his  eyes 
upon  his  eyes,  and  his  hands  upon  his  hands  :  and  he 
stretched  himself  upon  the  child  ;  and  the  flesh  of  the 
child  waxed  warm.  35.  Then  he  returned,  and  walked  in 
the  house  to  and  fro  ;  and  went  up,  and  stretched  himself 
upon  him  :  and  the  child  sneezed  seven  times,  and  the 
child  opened  his  eyes.  36.  And  he  called  Gehazi,  and 
said,  Call  this  Shunammite.  So  he  called  her.  And  when 
she  was  come  in  unto  him,  he  said,  Take  up  thy  son. 
37.  Then  she  went  in,  and  fell  at  his  feet,  and  bowed  herself 
to  the  ground,  and  took  up  her  son,  and  went  out. 

(6)  Elisha  and  the  Poisonous  Pottage. — 38.  And 
Elisha  came  again  to  Gilgal  :  and  there  was  a  dearth  in 
the  land  ;  and  the  sons  of  the  prophets  were  sitting  before 
him  :  and  he  said  unto  his  servant,  Set  on  the  great  pot 
and  seethe  pottage  for  the  sons  of  the  prophets.  39.  And 
one  went  out  into  the  field  to  gather  herbs,  and  found  a 
wild  vine,  and  gathered  thereof  wild  gourds  his  lap  full, 
and  came  and  shred  them  into  the  pot  of  pottage  :  for  they 
knew  them  not.  40.  So  they  poured  out  for  the  men  to 
eat.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  were  eating  of  the 
pottage,  that  they  cried  out,  and  said,  O  thou  man  ol 
God,  there  is  death  in  the  pot.  And  they  could  not  eat 
thereof.  41.  But  he  said,  Then  bring  meal.  And  he  cast 
it  into  the  pot  ;  and  he  said,  Pour  out  for  the  people,  that 
they  may  eat.  And  there  was  no  harm  in  the  pot. 

(7)  Elisha  and  the  Multiplication  of  the  Loaves. — 
42.  And  there  came  a  man  from  Baal-shalisha,  and  brought 
the  man  of  God  bread  of  the  firstfruits,  twenty  loaves  of 
barley,  and  full  ears  of  corn  in  the  husk  thereof.  And  he 

38.  seethe  pottage  =  boil  pottage,  a  sort  of  broth  made  of  various 
ingredients.  From  this  scene  we  can  gather  some  notion  of  the 
ascetic  life  of  the  prophets. 

39.  a  wild  vine.  The  colocynth,  or  pumpkin,  has  been  suggested. 
Its  fruit  is  variously  described  as  resembling  a  melon,  or  a  globe 
cucumber. 
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said,  Give  unto  the  people,  that  they  may  eat.  43.  And 
his  servitor  said,  What,  should  I  set  this  before  an  hundred 
men  ?  He  said  again,  Give  the  people,  that  they  may  eat  : 
for  thus  saith  the  Lord,  They  shall  eat,  and  shall  leave 
thereof.  44.  So  he  set  it  before  them,  and  they  did  eat, 
and  left  thereof,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

(8)  Elisha  and  the  Healing  of  Naaman  the  Syrian  : 
the  king  of  Syria  sends  Naaman  to  the  king  of  Israel  to  be 
healed  of  leprosy. — v.  1.  Now  Naaman,  captain  of  the  host 
of  the  king  of  Syria,  was  a  great  man  with  his  master  and 
honourable,  because  by  him  the  Lord  had  given  deliver¬ 
ance  unto  Syria  :  he  was  also  a  mighty  man  in  valour, 
but  he  was  a  leper.  2.  And  the  Syrians  had  gone  out  by 
companies,  and  had  brought  away  captive  out  of  the  land 
of  Israel  a  little  maid  ;  and  she  waited  on  Naaman ’s  wife. 
3.  And  she  said  unto  her  mistress,  Would  God  my  lord 
were  with  the  prophet  that  is  in  Samaria  !  for  he  would 
recover  him  of  his  leprosy.  4.  And  one  went  in,  and  told 
his  lord,  saying,  Thus  and  thus  said  the  maid  that  is  of 
the  land  of  Israel.  5.  And  the  king  of  Syria  said,  Go  to, 
go,  and  I  will  send  a  letter  unto  the  king  of  Israel.  And 
he  departed,  and  took  with  him  ten  talents  of  silver,  and 
six  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  ten  changes  of  raiment. 
6.  And  he  brought  the  letter  to  the  king  of  Israel,  saying, 
Now  when  this  letter  is  come  unto  thee,  behold,  I  have 
therewith  sent  Naaman  my  servant  to  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  recover  him  of  his  leprosy.  7.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  the  king  of  Israel  had  read  the  letter,  that  he 
rent  his  clothes,  and  said,  Am  I  God,  to  kill  and  to  make 
alive,  that  this  man  doth  send  unto  me  to  recover  a  man 
of  his  leprosy  ?  wherefore  consider,  I  pray  you,  and  see 
how  he  seeketh  a  quarrel  against  me. 

By  following  Elisha's  instructions  he  is  cured. — 8.  And 
it  was  so,  when  Elisha  the  man  of  God  had  heard  that  the 
king  of  Israel  had  rent  his  clothes,  that  he  sent  to  the 
king,  saying,  Wherefore  hast  thou  rent  thy  clothes  ?  let 
him  come  now  to  me,  and  he  shall  know  that  there  is  a 
prophet  in  Israel.  9.  So  Naaman  came  with  his  horses 

1.  a  leper.  Leprosy  was  a  contagious  skin  disease,  and  lepers 
were  treated  rigorously  by  Hebrew  law,  and  kept  separate  from 
the  community.  For  references  to  leprosy  in  Kings,  see  Index. 
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and  with  his  chariot,  and  stood  at  the  door  of  the  house  of 
Elisha.  10.  And  Elisha  sent  a  messenger  unto  him, 
saying,  Go  and  wash  in  Jordan  seven  times,  and  thy  flesh 
shall  come  again  to  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  clean.  11.  But 
Naaman  was  wroth,  and  went  away,  and  said,  Behold,  I 
thought,  He  will  surely  come  out  to  me,  and  stand,  and 
call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God,  and  strike  his  hand 
over  the  place,  and  recover  the  leper.  12.  Are  not  Abana 
and  Pharpar,  rivers  of  Damascus,  better  than  all  the 
waters  of  Israel  ?  may  I  not  wash  in  them,  and  be  clean  ? 
So  he  turned  and  went  away  in  a  rage.  13.  And  his 
servants  came  near,  and  spake  unto  him,  and  said,  My 
father,  if  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  do  some  great  thing, 
wouldest  thou  not  have  done  it  ?  how  much  rather  then, 
when  he  saith  to  thee,  Wash,  and  be  clean  ?  14.  Then 

went  he  down,  and  dipped  himself  seven  times  in  Jordan, 
according  to  the  saying  of  the  man  of  God  :  and  his  flesh 
came  again  like  unto  the  flesh  of  a  little  child,  and  he  was 
clean. 

He  thanks  the  prophet. — 15.  And  he  returned  to  the  man 
of  God,  he  and  all  his  company,  and  came,  and  stood 
before  him  :  and  he  said,  Behold,  now  I  know  that  there 
is  no  God  in  all  the  earth,  but  in  Israel  :  now  therefore,  I 
pray  thee,  take  a  blessing  of  thy  servant.  16.  But  he 
said,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  I  will 
receive  none.  And  he  urged  him  to  take  it ;  but  he 
refused.  17.  And  Naaman  said,  Shall  there  not  then,  I 
pray  thee,  be  given  to  thy  servant  two  mules’  burden  of 
earth  ?  for  thy  servant  will  henceforth  offer  neither  burnt 
offering  nor  sacrifice  unto  other  gods,  but  unto  the  Lord. 
18.  In  this  thing  the  Lord  pardon  thy  servant,  that  when 
my  master  goeth  into  the  house  of  Rimmon  to  worship 

15.  a  blessing  =  a  gift;  so  too  in  Gen.  xxxiii.  11  (R.V.). 

1 7.  earth.  Naaman  thinks  of  Jehovah  as  a  national  God,  whom 
he  may  best  worship  in  His  own  country  :  this  he  is  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  by  the  legal  fiction  of  a  clod  of  earth  taken  from  Palestine. 

18.  Rimmon.  Elisha  admitted  the  plea,  but,  to  our  Christian 
minds,  to  “  worship  in  the  house  of  Rimmon  ”  means  to  swerve 
from  the  clear  path  of  duty  in  obedience  to  the  demands  of  self- 
interest.  Rimmon  was  worshipped  under  various  names  in  Syria, 
Assyria,  and  Babylonia,  and  was  a  “  storm  god  ”  to  whom  what  we 
should  call  the  “  weather  ”  was  supposed  to  be  due. 
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there,  and  he  leaneth  on  my  hand,  and  I  bow  myself  in 
the  house  of  Rimmon  :  when  I  bow  down  myself  in  the 
house  of  Rimmon,  the  Lord  pardon  thy  servant  in  this 
thing.  19.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Go  in  peace.  So  he 
departed  from  him  a  little  way. 

Gehazi’ s  avarice  and  deceitfulness ;  his  punishment . — 
20.  But  Gehazi,  the  servant  of  Elisha  the  man  of  God, 
said,  Behold,  my  master  hath  spared  Naaman  this  Syrian, 
in  not  receiving  at  his  hands  that  which  he  brought : 
but,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  I  will  run  after  him,  and  take 
somewhat  of  him.  21.  So  Gehazi  followed  after  Naaman. 
And  when  Naaman  saw  him  running  after  him,  he  lighted 
down  from  the  chariot  to  meet  him,  and  said,  Is  all  well  ? 
22.  And  he  said,  All  is  well.  My  master  hath  sent  me, 
saying,  Behold  even  now  there  be  come  to  me  from  mount 
Ephraim  two  young  men  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets  : 
give  them,  I  pray  thee,  a  talent  of  silver,  and  two  changes 
of  garments.  23.  And  Naaman  said,  Be  content,  take  two 
talents.  And  he  urged  him,  and  bound  two  talents  of 
silver  in  two  bags,  with  two  changes  of  garments,  and  laid 
them  upon  two  of  his  servants  ;  and  they  bare  them  before 
him.  24.  And  when  he  came  to  the  tower,  he  took  them 
from  their  hand,  and  bestowed  them  in  the  house  :  and 
he  let  the  men  go,  and  they  departed.  25.  But  he  went 
in,  and  stood  before  his  master.  And  Elisha  said  unto 
him,  Whence  comest  thou,  Gehazi  ?  And  he  said,  Thy 
servant  went  no  whither.  26.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Went 
not  mine  heart  with  thee,  when  the  man  turned  again 
from  his  chariot  to  meet  thee  ?  Is  it  a  time  to  receive 
money,  and  to  receive  garments,  and  oliveyards,  and 
vineyards,  and  sheep,  and  oxen,  and  menservants,  and 
maidservants  ?  27.  The  leprosy  therefore  of  Naaman 

shall  cleave  unto  thee,  and  unto  thy  seed  for  ever.  And 
he  went  out  from  his  presence  a  leper  as  white  as  snow. 

(9)  Elisha  and  the  Axe-head. — vi.  1.  And  the  sons 
of  the  prophets  said  unto  Elisha,  Behold  now,  the  place 
where  we  dwell  with  thee  is  too  strait  for  us.  2.  Let  us 
go,  we  pray  thee,  unto  Jordan,  and  take  thence  every  man 

27.  and  unto  thy  seed.  Leprosy  can  be  inherited ;  cp.  2  Sam. 
iii.  29. 

1.  strait  =  narrow,  small. 
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a  beam,  and  let  us  make  us  a  place  there,  where  we  may 
dwell.  And  he  answered,  Go  ye.  3.  And  one  said,  Be 
content,  I  pray  thee,  and  go  with  thy  servants.  And  he 
answered,  I  will  go.  4.  So  he  went  with  them.  And  when 
they  came  to  Jordan,  they  cut  down  wood.  5.  But  as 
one  was  felling  a  beam,  the  axe  head  fell  into  the  water : 
and  he  cried,  and  said,  Alas,  master  !  for  it  was  borrowed. 
6.  And  the  man  of  God  said,  Where  fell  it  ?  And  he 
shewed  him  the  place.  And  he  cut  down  a  stick,  and 
cast  it  in  thither  ;  and  the  iron  did  swim.  7.  Therefore 
said  he,  Take  it  up  to  thee.  And  he  put  out  his  hand, 
and  took  it. 

(10)  Elisha  and  the  Invading  Syrians  :  he  reports 
the  plans  of  the  king  of  Syria. — 8.  Then  the  king  of  Syria 
warred  against  Israel,  and  took  counsel  with  his  servants, 
saying,  In  such  and  such  a  place  shall  be  my  camp.  9.  And 
the  man  of  God  sent  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  saying,  Be¬ 
ware  that  thou  pass  not  such  a  place  ;  for  thither  the 
Syrians  are  come  down.  10.  And  the  king  of  Israel  sent 
to  the  place  which  the  man  of  God  told  him  and  warned 
him  of,  and  saved  himself  there,  not  once  nor  twice. 
11.  Therefore  the  heart  of  the  king  of  Syria  was  sore  troubled 
for  this  thing  ;  and  he  called  his  servants,  and  said  unto 
them,  Will  ye  not  shew  me  which  of  us  is  for  the  king  of 
Israel  ?  12.  And  one  of  his  servants  said,  None,  my  lord, 

O  king  :  but  Elisha,  the  prophet  that  is  in  Israel,  telleth 
the  king  of  Israel  the  words  that  thou  speakest  in  thy 
bedchamber. 

He  misleads  the  band  sent  to  arrest  him  at  Dothan,  and 
takes  them  to  Samaria. — 13.  And  he  said,  Go  and  spy 
where  he  is,  that  I  may  send  and  fetch  him.  And  it  was 
told  him,  saying,  Behold,  he  is  in  Dothan.  14.  Therefore 
sent  he,  thithei  horses,  and  chariots,  and  a  great  host  : 
and  they  came  by  night,  and  compassed  the  city  about. 
15.  And  when  the  servant  of  the  man  of  God  was  risen 
early,  and  gone  forth,  behold,  an  host  compassed  the  city 
both  with  horses  and  chariots.  And  his  servant  said  unto 
him,  Alas,  my  master  !  how  shall  we  do  ?  16.  And  he 

answered,  Fear  not  :  for  they  that  be  with  us  are  more 
than  they  that  be  with  them.  17.  And  Elisha  prayed,  and 
said,  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  open  his  eyes,  that  he  may  see. 
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And  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  the  young  man  ;  and 
he  saw  :  and,  behold,  the  mountain  was  full  of  horses  and 
chariots  of  fire  round  about  Elisha.  18.  And  when  they 
came  down  to  him,  Elisha  prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and  said, 
Smite  this  people,  I  pray  thee,  with  blindness.  And  he 
smote  them  with  blindness  according  to  the  word  of  Elisha. 

19.  And  Elisha  said  unto  them,  This  is  not  the  way, 
neither  is  this  the  city  :  follow  me,  and  I  will  bring  you 
to  the  man  whom  ye  seek.  But  he  led  them  to  Samaria. 

20.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come  into  Samaria, 
that  Elisha  said,  Lord,  open  the  eyes  of  these  men,  that 
they  may  see.  And  the  Lord  opened  their  eyes,  and  they 
saw  ;  and,  behold,  they  were  in  the  midst  of  Samaria. 

21.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Elisha,  when  he  saw 
them,  My  father,  shall  I  smite  them  ?  shall  I  smite  them  ? 

22.  And  he  answered,  Thou  shalt  not  smite  them  :  wouldest 
thou  smite  those  whom  thou  hast  taken  captive  with  thy 
sword  and  with  thy  bow  ?  set  bread  and  water  before 
them,  that  they  may  eat  and  drink,  and  go  to  their  master. 

23.  And  he  prepared  great  provision  for  them  :  and  when 
they  had  eaten  and  drunk,  he  sent  them  away,  and  they 
went  to  their  master.  So  the  bands  of  Syria  came  no 
more  into  the  land  of  Israel. 

(11)  Elisha  and  the  Siege  of  Samaria  :  Samaria 
besieged  by  the  Syrians  ;  its  great  straits. — 24.  And  it  came 
to  pass  after  this,  that  Ben-hadad  king  of  Syria  gathered 
all  his  host,  and  went  up,  and  besieged  Samaria.  25.  And 
there  was  a  great  famine  in  Samaria  :  and,  behold,  they 
besieged  it,  until  an  ass’s  head  was  sold  for  fourscore  pieces 
of  silver,  and  the  fourth  part  of  a  cab  of  dove’s  dung  for 
five  pieces  of  silver.  26.  And  as  the  king  of  Israel  was 
passing  by  upon  the  wall,  there  cried  a  woman  unto  him, 

19.  This  is  not  the  way.  According  to  the  moral  standard  of  the 
time  such  verbal  quibbles  were  considered  justifiable. 

22.  wouldest  thou  smite  .  .  . ;  but  contrast  1  Kings  xx.  42,  p.  69. 

23.  no  more,  i.e.  at  that  time. 

24.  Ben-hadad  was  the  second  king  of  that  name.  The  king  of 
Israel  (verse  26)  was  probably  still  Jehoram,  son  of  Ahab. 

25.  pieces  of  silver.  A  silver  shekel  was  worth  about  2 s.  9 d. ; 
a  cab  was  rather  less  than  four  pints. 

dove’s  dung  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  name  given  to  some 
vegetable.  A  possible  emendation  gives  “  carob  pods  ”  (Cheyne). 
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saying,  Help,  my  lord,  0  king.  27.  And  he  said,  If  the 
Lord  do  not  help  thee,  whence  shall  I  help  thee  ?  out  of 
the  barnfloor,  or  out  of  the  winepress  ?  28.  And  the  king 

said  unto  her,  What  aileth  thee  ?  And  she  answered, 
This  woman  said  unto  me,  Give  thy  son,  that  we  may  eat 
him  to  day,  and  we  will  eat  my  son  to  morrow.  29.  So 
we  boiled  my  son,  and  did  eat  him  :  and  I  said  unto  her 
on  the  next  day,  Give  thy  son,  that  we  may  eat  him  :  and 
she  hath  hid  her  son.  30.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
king  heard  the  words  of  the  woman,  that  he  rent  his  clothes  ; 
and  he  passed  by  upon  the  wall,  and  the  people  looked, 
and,  behold,  he  had  sackcloth  within  upon  his  flesh. 
31.  Then  he  said,  God  do  so  and  more  also  to  me,  if  the 
head  of  Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat  shall  stand  on  him 
this  day. 

Elisha  prophesies  plenty  in  the  city. — 32.  But  Elisha  sat 
in  his  house,  and  the  elders  sat  with  him  ;  and  the  king 
sent  a  man  from  before  him  :  but  ere  the  messenger  came 
to  him,  he  said  to  the  elders,  See  ye  how  this  son  of  a 
murderer  hath  sent  to  take  away  mine  head  ?  look,  when 
the  messenger  cometh,  shut  the  door,  and  hold  him  fast 
at  the  door  :  is  not  the  sound  of  his  master’s  feet  behind 
him  ?  33.  And  while  he  yet  talked  with  them,  behold, 

the  king  came  down  unto  him  :  and  he  said,  Behold,  this 
evil  is  of  the  Lord  ;  why  should  I  wait  for  the  Lord  any 
longer  ? 

vii.  1.  Then  Elisha  said,  Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord  ; 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  To  morrow  about  this  time  shall  a 
measure  of  fine  flour  be  sold  for  a  shekel,  and  two  measures 

27.  The  reply  is,  of  course,  ironical. 

32,  33.  Verses  32  and  33  are  somewhat  obscure.  Elisha  bids  the 
eiders  shut  the  door  against  the  messenger  of  the  king  who  wished 
to  murd,er  him  (“son  of  a  murderer”  =  murderous  villain). 
Suddenly  the  messenger  arrives,  and,  apparently  hard  on  his  heels, 
Jehoram  himself,  who  asks  why  he  should  prolong  resistance. 
This  visitation  from  Jehovah  has  made  him  despair;  he  even 
abandons  his  intention  of  taking  vengeance  on  the  prophet  who 
had  encouraged  him  to  defy  the  Syrians.  In  verse  33  “  king  ”  has 
been  substituted  for  the  A.V.  “messenger”;  two  very  similar 
Hebrew  words  have  probably  been  confused. 

1  measure.  The  seah  was  six  times  as  much  as  the  cab,  or 
about  1  \  pecks.  The  meaning  is,  “food  will  be  very  cheap  and 
plentiful  to-morrow.” 
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of  barley  for  a  shekel,  in  the  gate  of  Samaria.  2.  Then  a 
lord  on  whose  hand  the  king  leaned  answered  the  man  of 
God,  and  said,  Behold,  if  the  Lord  would  make  windows 
in  heaven,  might  this  thing  be  ?  And  he  said,  Behold, 
thou  shalt  see  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  shalt  not  eat  thereof. 

The  episode  of  the  four  lepers. — 3.  And  there  were  four 
leprous  men  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gate  :  and  they  said 
one  to  another,  Why  sit  we  here  until  we  die  ?  4.  If  we 
say,  We  will  enter  into  the  city,  then  the  famine  is  in  the 
city,  and  we  shall  die  there  :  and  if  we  sit  still  here,  we 
die  also.  Now  therefore  come,  and  let  us  fall  unto  the 
host  of  the  Syrians  :  if  they  save  us  alive,  we  shall  live  ; 
and  if  they  kill  us,  we  shall  but  die.  5.  And  they  rose  up 
in  the  twilight,  to  go  unto  the  camp  of  the  Syrians  :  and 
when  they  were  come  to  the  uttermost  part  of  the  camp 
of  Syria,  behold,  there  was  no  man  there.  6.  For  the 
Lord  had  made  the  host  of  the  Syrians  to  hear  a  noise  of 
chariots,  and  a  noise  of  horses,  even  the  noise  of  a  great 
host :  and  they  said  one  to  another,  Lo,  the  king  of  Israel 
hath  hired  against  us  the  kings  of  the  Hittites,  and  the 
kings  of  the  Egyptians,  to  come  upon  us.  7.  Wherefore 
they  arose  and  fled  in  the  twilight,  and  left  their  tents, 
and  their  horses,  and  their  asses,  even  the  camp  as  it  was, 
and  fled  for  their  life.  8.  And  when  these  lepers  came  to 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  camp,  they  went  into  one  tent, 
and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  carried  thence  silver,  and  gold, 
and  raiment,  and  went  and  hid  it ;  and  came  again,  and 
entered  into  another  tent,  and  carried  thence  also,  and 
went  and  hid  it.  9.  Then  they  said  one  to  another,  We  do 
not  well :  this  day  is  a  day  of  good  tidings,  and  we  hold 
our  peace  :  if  we  tarry  till  the  morning  light,  some  mis¬ 
chief  will  come  upon  us  :  now  therefore  come,  that  we  may 
go  and  tell  the  king’s  household.  10.  So  they  came  and 
called  unto  the  porter  of  the  city  :  and  they  told  them, 
saying,  We  came  to  the  camp  of  the  Syrians,  and,  behold, 

3.  the  gate.  See  Num.  v.  1-4.  Lepers  were  not  allowed  within 
the  city. 

6.  Hittites.  See  Appendix  II.,  and  also  1  Kings  x.  29,  p.  30. 

Egyptians.  The  Heb.  Mizraim  may  well  be  a  mistake  for  Muzri, 
i.e.  Cappadocia  :  an  alliance  of  northern  kings  is  most  natural  and 
probable.  See  1  Kings  x.  28,  p.  29,  note. 
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there  was  no  man  there,  neither  voice  of  man,  but  horses 
tied,  and  asses  tied,  and  the  tents  as  they  were.  n.  And 
he  called  the  porters  ;  and  they  told  it  to  the  king’s  house 
within. 

Elisha's  prophecy  fulfilled. — 12.  And  the  king  arose  in 
the  night,  and  said  unto  his  servants,  I  will  now  shew  you 
what  the  Syrians  have  done  to  us.  They  know  that  we 
be  hungry  ;  therefore  are  they  gone  out  of  the  camp  to 
hide  themselves  in  the  field,  saying,  When  they  come  out 
of  the  city,  we  shall  catch  them  alive,  and  get  into  the 
city.  13.  And  one  of  his  servants  answered  and  said, 
Let  some  take,  I  pray  thee,  five  of  the  horses  that  remain, 
which  are  left  in  the  city,  (behold,  they  are  as  all  the 
multitude  of  Israel  that  are  left  in  it  :  behold,  I  say,  they 
are  even  as  all  the  multitude  of  the  Israelites  that  are 
consumed  :)  and  let  us  send  and  see.  14.  They  took 
therefore  two  chariot  horses  ;  and  the  king  sent  after  the 
host  of  the  Syrians,  saying,  Go  and  see.  15.  And  they 
went  after  them  unto  Jordan  :  and,  lo,  all  the  way  was 
full  of  garments  and  vessels,  which  the  Syrians  had  cast 
away  in  their  haste.  And  the  messengers  returned,  and 
told  the  king.  16.  And  the  people  went  out,  and  spoiled 
the  tents  of  the  Syrians.  So  a  measure  of  fine  flour  was 
sold  for  a  shekel,  and  two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel, 
according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

1 7.  And  the  king  appointed  the  lord  on  whose  hand  he 
leaned  to  have  the  charge  of  the  gate  :  and  the  people  trode 
upon  him  in  the  gate,  and  he  died,  as  the  man  of  God  had 
said,  who  spake  when  the  king  came  down  to  him.  18.  And 
it  came  to  pass  as  the  man  of  God  had  spoken  to  the  king, 
saying,  Two  measures  of  barley  for  a  shekel,  and  a  measure 
of  fine  flour  for  a  shekel,  shall  be  to  morrow  about  this 
time  in  the  gate  of  Samaria  :  19.  and  that  lord  answered 
the  man  of  God,  and  said,  Now,  behold,  if  the  Lord  should 
make  windows  in  heaven,  might  such  a  thing  be  ?  And 
he  said,  Behold,  thou  shalt  see  it  with  thine  eyes,  but 

13.  behold  .  .  .  consumed.  As  it  stands,  this  parenthesis  does 
not  make  sense  ;  omit  the  first  sentence  and  read,  “  behold,  they 
are  to  be  compared  with  all  the  multitude  of  Israel  that  is  perishing  ” 
(so  the  LXX),  i.e.  the  besieged  people  have  suffered  as  much  as 
the  horses. 
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shalt  not  eat  thereof.  20.  And  so  it  fell  out  unto  him  : 
for  the  people  trode  upon  him  in  the  gate,  and  he  died. 

(12)  Second  Story  of  Elisha  and  the  Shunammite 
Woman. — viii.  1.  Then  spake  Elisha  unto  the  woman, 
whose  son  he  had  restored  to  life,  saying,  Arise,  and  go 
thou  and  thine  household,  and  sojourn  wheresoever  thou 
canst  sojourn  :  for  the  Lord  hath  called  for  a  famine  ; 
and  it  shall  also  come  upon  the  land  seven  years.  2.  And 
the  woman  arose,  and  did  after  the  saying  of  the  man  of 
God  :  and  she  went  with  her  household,  and  sojourned  in 
the  land  of  the  Philistines  seven  years.  3.  And  it  came 
to  pass  at  the  seven  years’  end,  that  the  woman  returned 
out  of  the  land  of  the  Philistines  :  and  she  went  forth  to 
cry  unto  the  king  for  her  house  and  for  her  land.  4.  And 
the  king  talked  with  Gehazi  the  servant  of  the  man  of 
God,  saying,  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  all  the  great  things  that 
Elisha  hath  done.  5.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  was 
telling  the  king  how  he  had  restored  a  dead  body  to  life, 
that,  behold,  the  woman,  whose  son  he  had  restored  to 
life,  cried  to  the  king  for  her  house  and  for  her  land.  And 
Gehazi  said,  My  lord,  O  king,  this  is  the  woman,  and  this 
is  her  son,  whom  Elisha  restored  to  life.  6.  And  when 
the  king  asked  the  woman,  she  told  him.  So  the  king 
appointed  unto  her  a  certain  officer, ,  saying,  Restore  all 
that  was  hers,  and  all  the  fruits  of  the  field  since  the  day 
that  she  left  the  land,  even  until  now. 

(13)  Elisha  and  Hazael  of  Syria  :  the  prophet 

announces  to  Hazael  that  he  will  become  king  of  Syria. — 
7.  And  Elisha  came  to  Damascus  ;  and  Ben-hadad  the 
king  of  Syria  was  sick  ;  and  it  was  told  him,  saying,  The 
man  of  God  is  come  hither.  8.  And  the  king  said  unto 
Hazael,  Take  a  present  in  thine  hand,  and  go,  meet  the 
man  of  God,  and  enquire  of  the  Lord  by  him,  saying, 
Shall  I  recover  of  this  disease  ?  9.  So  Hazael  went  to 

meet  him,  and  took  a  present  with  him,  even  of  every  good 
thing  of  Damascus,  forty  camels’  burden,  and  came  and 
stood  before  him,  and  said,  Thy  son  Ben-hadad  king  of 
Syria  hath  sent  me  to  thee,  saying,  Shall  I  recover  of  this 
disease  ?  10.  And  Elisha  said  unto  him,  Go,  say  unto 

him,  Thou  mayest  certainly  recover :  howbeit  the  Lord 
hath  shewed  me  that  he  shall  surely  die.  11.  And  he 
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settled  his  countenance  stedfastly,  until  he  was  ashamed  : 
and  the  man  of  God  wept.  12.  And  Hazael  said,  Why 
weepeth  my  lord  ?  And  he  answered,  Because  I  know 
the  evil  that  thou  wilt  do  unto  the  children  of  Israel : 
their  strong  holds  wilt  thou  set  on  fire,  and  their  young 
men  wilt  thou  slay  with  the  sword,  and  wilt  dash  their 
children,  and  rip  up  their  women  with  child.  13.  And 
Hazael  said,  But  what,  is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should 
do  this  great  thing  ?  And  Elisha  answered,  The  Lord 
hath  shewed  me  that  thou  shalt  be  king  over  Syria.  14.  So 
he  departed  from  Elisha,  and  came  to  his  master ;  who 
said  to  him,  What  said  Elisha  to  thee  ?  And  he  answered, 
He  told  me  that  thou  shouldest  surely  recover.  15.  And 
it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  he  took  a  thick  cloth, 
and  dipped  it  in  water,  and  spread  it  on  his  face,  so  that 
he  died  :  and  Hazael  reigned  in  his  stead. 

(14)  Elisha  and  J ehu  :  Jehu  is  anointed  king  of  Israel. — ■ 
ix.  1.  And  Elisha  the  prophet  called  one  of  the  children  of 
the  prophets,  and  said  unto  him,  Gird  up  thy  loins,  and 
take  this  box  of  oil  in  thine  hand,  and  go  to  Ramoth- 
gilead  :  2.  and  when  thou  comest  thither,  look  out  there 
Jehu  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Nimshi,  and  go  in, 
and  make  him  arise  up  from  among  his  brethren,  and 
carry  him  to  an  inner  chamber ;  3.  then  take  the  box  of 
oil,  and  pour  it  on  his  head,  and  say,  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
I  have  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel.  Then  open  the 
door,  and  flee,  and  tarry  not. 

4.  So  the  young  man,  even  the  young  man  the  prophet, 
went  to  Ramoth-gilead.  5.  And  when  he  came,  behold, 
the  captains  of  the  host  were  sitting  ;  and  he  said,  I  have 
an  errand  to  thee,  O  captain.  And  Jehu  said,  Unto  which 
of  all  us  ?  And  he  said,  To  thee,  O  captain.  6.  And  he 
arose,  and  went  into  the  house  ;  and  he  poured  the  oil 
on  his  head,  and  said  unto  him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  I  have  anointed  thee  king  over  the  people  of  the 

11.  stedfastly,  i.e.  Elisha  gazed  at  Hazael  steadily,  as  though  he 
read  what  was  in  his  heart,  until  Hazael  became  uncomfortable 
under  the  scrutiny. 

13.  But  what,  etc.  R.V.  :  “But  what  is  thy  servant,  which  is 
but  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  great  thing  ?  “  To  do  such  deeds 
v  as,  in  fact,  Hazacl's  ambition. 

iv— 7 
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Lord,  even  over  Israel.  7.  And  thou  shalt  smite  the  house 
of  Ahab  thy  master,  that  I  may  avenge  the  blood  of  my 
servants  the  prophets,  and  the  blood  of  all  the  servants  of 
the  Lord,  at  the  hand  of  Jezebel.  8.  For  the  whole  house 
of  Ahab  shall  perish  :  and  I  will  cut  off  from  Ahab  every 
man  child,  and  him  that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel : 
9.  and  I  will  make  the  house  of  Ahab  like  the  house  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  house  of  Baasha 
the  son  of  Ahijah  :  10.  and  the  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel  in 
the  portion  of  Jezreel,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  bury 
her.  And  he  opened  the  door,  and  fled. 


The  Rebellion  of  Jehu 
2  Kings  ix.  11-37 

The  conspiracy  at  Ramoth-gilead. — 11.  Then  Jehu  came 
forth  to  the  servants  of  his  lord  :  and  one  said  unto  him, 
Is  all  well  ?  wherefore  came  this  mad  fellow  to  thee  ? 
And  he  said  unto  them,  Ye  know  the  man,  and  his  com¬ 
munication.  12.  And  they  said,  It  is  false  ;  tell  us  now. 
And  he  said,  Thus  and  thus  spake  he  to  me,  saying,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  I  have  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel. 
13.  Then  they  hasted,  and  took  every  man  his  garment, 
and  put  it  under  him  on  the  top  of  the  stairs,  and  blew 
with  trumpets,  saying,  Jehu  is  king.  14.  So  Jehu  the  son 
of  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Nimshi  conspired  against  Joram. 
(Now  Joram  had  kept  Ramoth-gilead,  he  and  all  Israel, 
because  of  Hazael  king  of  Syria.  15.  But  king  Joram  was 
returned  to  be  healed  in  Jezreel  of  the  wounds  which  the 
Syrians  had  given  him,  when  he  fought  with  Hazael  king 
of  Syria.)  And  Jehu  said,  If  it  be  your  minds,  then  let 
none  go  forth  nor  escape  out  of  the  city  to  go  to  tell  it  in 
Jezreel. 

Jehu  at  Jezreel ;  the  murder  of  Jehoram  of  Israel  and  of 

11.  Ye  know.  Jehu  suspected  that  the  prophet’s  communication 
was  known  to  the  other  officers.  This  was  not  so  ;  but  no  doubt 
matters  were  already  ripe  for  mutiny  and  revolution. 

14.  Joram  had  kept.  Perhaps  Joram  (  =  Jehoram)  is  a  mistake, 
and  we  should  read  “  Tehu  was  defending  ”  (Kent,  Students'  O.T., 
p.  242). 
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Ahaziah  of  Judah. — 16.  So  Jehu  rode  in  a  chariot,  and 
went  to  Jezreel;  for  Joram  lay  there.  And  Ahaziah 
king  of  Judah  was  come  down  to  see  Joram.  17.  And 
there  stood  a  watchman  on  the  tower  in  Jezreel,  and  he 
spied  the  company  of  Jehu  as  he  came,  and  said,  I  see  a 
company.  And  Joram  said,  Take  an  horseman,  and  send 
to  meet  them,  and  let  him  say,  Is  it  peace  ?  18.  So  there 

went  one  on  horseback  to  meet  him,  and  said,  Thus  saith 
the  king.  Is  it  peace  ?  And  Jehu  said,  What  hast  thou  to 
do  with  peace  ?  turn  thee  behind  me.  And  the  watchman 
told,  saying,  The  messenger  came  to  them,  but  he  cometh 
not  again.  19.  Then  he  sent  out  a  second  on  horseback, 
which  came  to  them,  and  said,  Thus  saith  the  king,  Is  it 
peace  ?  And  Jehu  answered,  What  hast  thou  to  do  with 
peace  ?  turn  thee  behind  me.  20.  And  the  watchman 
told,  saying,  He  came  even  unto  them,  and  cometh  not 
again  :  and  the  driving  is  like  the  driving  of  Jehu  the 
son  of  Nimshi ;  for  he  driveth  furiously.  21.  And  Joram 
said,  Make  ready.  And  his  chariot  was  made  ready. 
And  Joram  king  of  Israel  and  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah 
went  out,  each  in  his  chariot,  and  they  went  out  against 
Jehu,  and  met  him  in  the  portion  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite. 
22.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joram  saw  Jehu,  that  he 
said,  Is  it  peace,  Jehu  ?  And  he  answered,  What  peace, 
so  long  as  the  wickednesses  of  thy  mother  Jezebel  and  her 
witchcrafts  are  so  many  ?  23.  And  Joram  turned  his 

hands,  and  fled,  and  said  to  Ahaziah,  There  is  treachery, 
O  Ahaziah.  24.  And  J ehu  drew  a  bow  with  his  full  strength, 
and  smote  Jehoram  between  his  arms,  and  the  arrow  went 
out  at  his  heart,  and  he  sunk  down  in  his  chariot.  25.  Then 
said  Jehu  to  Bidkar  his  captain,  Take  up,  and  cast  him  in 
the  portion  of  the  field  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  :  for 
remember  how  that,  when  I  and  thou  rode  together  after 
Ahab  His  father,  the  Lord  laid  this  burden  upon  him  ; 
26.  Surely  I  have  seen  yesterday  the  blood  of  Naboth,  and 
the  blood  of  his  sons,  saith  the  Lord  ;  and  I  will  requite 
thee  in  this  plat,  saith  the  Lord.  Now  therefore  take  and 
cast  him  into  the  plat  of  ground,  according  to  the  word  of 
the  Lord. 


25.  burden,  i.e.  uttered  this  oracle  against  him  (R.V.  marg.) 
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27.  But  when  Ahaziah  the  king  of  Judah  saw  this,  he 
fled  by  the  way  of  the  garden  house.  And  Jehu  followed 
after  him,  and  said,  Smite  him  also  in  the  chariot.  And 
they  did  so  at  the  going  up  to  Gur  which  is  by  Ibleam. 
And  he  fled  to  Megiddo,  and  died  there. 

The  death  of  Jezebel. — 30.  And  when  Jehu  was  come  to 
Jezreel,  Jezebel  heard  of  it  ;  and  she  painted  her  face, 
and  tired  her  head,  and  looked  out  at  a  window.  31.  And 
as  Jehu  entered  in  at  the  gate,  she  said,  Had  Zimri  peace, 
who  slew  his  master  ?  32.  And  he  lifted  up  his  face  to 

the  window,  and  said,  Who  is  on  my  side  ?  who  ?  And 
there  looked  out  to  him  two  or  three  eunuchs.  33.  And 
he  said,  Throw  her  down.  So  they  threw  her  down  :  and 
some  of  her  blood  was  sprinkled  on  the  wall,  and  on  the 
horses  :  and  he  trode  her  under  foot.  34.  And  when  he 
was  come  in,  he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  said,  Go,  see  now 
this  cursed  woman,  and  bury  her :  for  she  is  a  king’s 
daughter.  35.  And  they  went  to  bury  her :  but  they 
found  no  more  of  her  than  the  scull,  and  the  feet,  and 
the  palms  of  her  hands.  36.  Wherefore  they  came  again, 
and  told  him.  And  he  said,  This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  spake  by  his  servant  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  saying, 
In  the  portion  of  Jezreel  shall  dogs  eat  the  flesh  of  Jezebel : 
37.  and  the  carcase  of  Jezebel  shall  be  as  dung  upon  the 
face  of  the  field  in  the  portion  of  Jezreel;  so  that  they 
shall  not  say,  This  is  Jezebel. 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
NORTHERN  KINGDOM  :  JEHU  TO  JEROBOAM  II. 

C.  843-741  B.C. 

The  revolution  effected  by  Jehu  and  the  army  was 
quickly  followed  by  a  series  of  political  murders  :  the 
slaughter  of  Jehoram  and  his  mother  Jezebel,  all  the  other 

27.  the  garden  house.  Either  a  building  near  Jezreel,  or  a  place 
on  the  Samaria  road,  now  called  Jenin. 

31.  Had  Zimri,  etc.  Rather,  “Is  it  peace,  thou  Zimri,  thy 
master’s  murderer  ?  ”  (R.V.) 

32.  eunuchs  =  chamberlains  of  the  harem,  or  women’s  apart¬ 
ments. 
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members  of  the  royal  family,  Ahaziah  of  Judah,  and  the 
worshippers  of  Baal,  was  the  prelude  to  a  reign  of  disaster. 
The  Assyrian  inscriptions  record  the  submission  of  “  Jehu 
the  son  of  Omri  ”  to  Shalmaneser  II.  The  Syrians  annexed 
the  greater  part  of  the  Israelites’  territory  east  of  the 
Jordan.  Jehu’s  other  neighbours  also,  Philistines, 
Edomites,  Ammonites,  and  Phoenicians  found  their 
opportunity  in  his  weakness  (see  Amos  i.  3-15).  The 
next  king,  Jehoahaz,  became  the  vassal  of  Ben-hadad 
III.,  Hazael’s  successor. 

In  the  next  two  reigns,  however,  the  fortunes  of  Israel 
changed.  The  power  of  Syria  was  weakened  by  the 
advance  of  Assyria.  Jo  ash  succeeded  in  recovering  what 
his  predecessors  had  lost,  and  even  carried  his  victorious 
arms  into  Judah,  where  he  defeated  Amaziah  and  took 
him  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Bethshemesh,  and  subse¬ 
quently  plundered  Jerusalem  itself. 

Jeroboam  II.  continued  this  record  of  success  :  we  are 
told  that  he  “  recovered  Damascus  ”  and  “  restored  the 
border  of  Israel  from  the  entering  in  of  Hamath  unto  the 
sea  of  the  Arabah  ”  (2  Kings  xiv.  28,  25).  His  reign  was 
the  longest  and  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the 
Northern  Kingdom. 

Jehu:  c.  843  b.c. 

2  Kings  x 

Destruction  of  the  house  of  Ahab. — x.  1.  And  Ahab  had 
seventy  sons  in  Samaria.  And  Jehu  wrote  letters,  and 
sent  to  Samaria,  unto  the  rulers  of  Jezreel,  to  the  elders, 

1.  rulers  of  Jezreel.  What  were  they  doing  in  Samaria,  and 
what  could  they  do  in  the  matter  in  a  town  not  their  own  ?  It 
seems  best  to  adopt  the  LXX  reading :  “  rulers  of  Samaria. 
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and  to  them  that  brought  up  Ahab’s  children,  saying, 
2.  Now  as  soon  as  this  letter  cometh  to  you,  seeing  your 
master’s  sons  are  with  you,  and  there  are  with  you  chariots 
and  horses,  a  fenced  city  also,  and  armour  ;  3.  look  even 
out  the  best  and  meetest  of  your  master’s  sons,  and  set 
him  on  his  father’s  throne,  and  fight  for  your  master’s 
house.  4.  But  they  were  exceedingly  afraid,  and  said, 
Behold,  two  kings  stood  not  before  him  :  how  then  shall 
we  stand  ?  5.  And  he  that  was  over  the  house,  and  he 

that  was  over  the  city,  the  elders  also,  and  the  bringers 
up  of  the  children,  sent  to  Jehu,  saying,  We  are  thy  ser¬ 
vants,  and  will  do  all  that  thou  shalt  bid  us  ;  we  will  not 
make  any  king  :  do  thou  that  which  is  good  in  thine  eyes. 
6.  Then  he  wrote  a  letter  the  second  time  to  them,  saying, 
If  ye  be  mine,  and  if  ye  will  hearken  unto  my  voice,  take 
ye  the  heads  of  the  men  your  master’s  sons,  and  come  to 
me  to  Jezreel  by  to  morrow  this  time.  Now  the  king’s 
sons,  being  seventy  persons,  were  with  the  great  men  of 
the  city,  which  brought  them  up.  7,  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  the  letter  came  to  them,  that  they  took  the  king’s 
sons,  and  slew  seventy  persons,  and  put  their  heads  in 
baskets,  and  sent  him  them  to  Jezreel. 

8.  And  there  came  a  messenger,  and  told  him,  saying, 

They  have  brought  the  heads  of  the  king’s  sons.  And  he 
said,  Lay  ye  them  in  two  heaps  at  the  entering  in  of  the 
gate  until  the  morning.  9.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the 
morning,  that  he  went  out,  and  stood,  and  said  to  all  the 
people,  Ye  be  righteous  :  behold,  I  conspired  against  my 
master,  and  slew  him  :  but  who  slew  all  these  ?  10.  Know 

now  that  there  shall  fall  unto  the  earth  nothing  of  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  which  the  Lord  spake  concerning  the 
house  of  Ahab  :  for  the  Lord  hath  done  that  which  he 
spake  by  his  servant  Elijah.  11.  So  Jehu  slew  all  that 
remained  of  the  house  of  Ahab  in  Jezreel,  and  all  his  great 
men,  and  his  kinsfolks,  and  his  priests,  until  he  left  him 
none  remaining. 

9,  10.  Ye  be  righteous.  “You,  the  people,  are  innocent  of  blood¬ 
shed,  and  can  therefore  act  as  my  judges.  I,  on  the  other  hand, 
admit  that  I  killed  my  master.  But  if  I  am  guilty,  I  am  not  half 
so  guilty  as  the  rulers  who  have  put  all  these  to  death.  The  fact 
is,  both  they  and  I  have  been  executing  Jehovah’s  commands.’’ 
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Murder  of  the  brethren  of  Ahaziah  of  Judah. — 12.  And 
he  arose  and  departed,  and  came  to  Samaria.  And  as 
he  was  at  the  shearing  house  in  the  way,  13.  Jehu  met 
with  the  brethren  of  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah,  and  said, 
Who  are  ye  ?  And  they  answered,  We  are  the  brethren 
of  Ahaziah  ;  and  we  go  down  to  salute  the  children  of  the 
king  and  the  children  of  the  queen.  14.  And  he  said, 
Take  them  alive.  And  they  took  them  alive,  and  slew 
them  at  the  pit  of  the  shearing  house,  even  two  and  forty 
men  ;  neither  left  he  any  of  them. 

Destruction  of  the  worshippers  of  Baal. — 15.  And  when 
he  was  departed  thence,  he  lighted  on  Jehonadab  the  son 
of  Rechab  coming  to  meet  him  :  and  he  saluted  him,  and 
said  to  him,  Is  thine  heart  right,  as  my  heart  is  with  thy 
heart  ?  And  Jehonadab  answered,  It  is.  And  Jehu  said, 
If  it  be,  give  me  thine  hand.  And  he  gave  him  his  hand  ; 
and  he  took  him  up  to  him  into  the  chariot.  16.  And  he 
said,  Come  with  me,  and  see  my  zeal  for  the  Lord.  So 
they  made  him  ride  in  his  chariot.  17.  And  when  he  came 
to  Samaria,  he  slew  all  that  remained  unto  Ahab  in  Samaria, 
till  he  had  destroyed  him,  according  to  the  saying  of  the 
Lord,  which  he  spake  to  Elijah. 

18.  And  Jehu  gathered  all  the  people  together,  and  said 
unto  them,  Ahab  served  Baal  a  little  ;  but  Jehu  shall 
serve  him  much.  19.  Now  therefore  call  unto  me  all  the 
prophets  of  Baal,  all  his  servants,  and  all  his  priests  ;  let 
none  be  wanting  :  for  I  have  a  great  sacrifice  to  do  to 
Baal ;  whosoever  shall  be  wanting,  he  shall  not  live.  But 
Jehu  did  it  in  subtilty,  to  the  intent  that  he  might  destroy 
the  worshippers  of  Baal.  20.  And  Jehu  said,  Proclaim  a 
solemn  assembly  for  Baal.  And  they  proclaimed  it. 
21.  And  Jehu  sent  through  all  Israel :  and  all  the  wor¬ 
shippers  of  Baal  came,  so  that  there  was  not  a  man  left 
that  came  not.  And  they  came  into  the  house  of  Baal ; 

15.  Jehonadab  belonged  to  the  tribe  called  Kenites  (as  did  Jethro 
and  Heber).  He  founded  the  order  of  the  Rechabites,  who  had  to 
live  a  simple,  nomadic  life,  neither  drinking  wine,  nor  building 
houses,  nor  practising  agriculture  (see  Jer.  xxxv.  6-10).  This 
asceticism,  which  was  meant  as  a  protest  against  the  spirit  of  the 
times  as  seen  especially  in  the  worship  of  Baal,  was  accompanied 
by  the  temper  of  the  fanatic. 
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and  the  house  of  Baal  was  full  from  one  end  to  another. 
22.  And  he  said  unto  him  that  was  over  the  vestry,  Bring 
forth  vestments  for  all  the  worshippers  of  Baal.  And  he 
brought  them  forth  vestments.  23.  And  Jehu  went,  and 
Jehonadab  the  son  of  Rechab,  into  the  house  of  Baal,  and 
said  unto  the  worshippers  of  Baal,  Search,  and  look  that 
there  be  here  with  you  none  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord, 
but  the  worshippers  of  Baal  only.  24.  And  when  they 
went  in  to  offer  sacrifices  and  burnt  offerings,  Jehu  ap¬ 
pointed  four-score  men  without,  and  said,  If  any  of  the 
men  whom  I  have  brought  into  your  hands  escape,  he  that 
letteth  him  go,  his  life  shall  be  for  the  life  of  him.  25.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  offering 
the  burnt  offering,  that  Jehu  said  to  the  guard  and  to  the 
captains,  Go  in,  and  slay  them  ;  let  none  come  forth. 
And  they  smote  them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  ;  and 
the  guard  and  the  captains  cast  them  out,  and  went  to  the 
city  of  the  house  of  Baal.  26.  And  they  brought  forth 
the  images  out  of  the  house  of  Baal,  and  burned  them. 
27.  And  they  brake  down  the  image  of  Baal,  and  brake 
down  the  house  of  Baal,  and  made  it  a  house  of  refuse  unto 
this  day.  28.  Thus  Jehu  destroyed  Baal  out  of  Israel. 

The  evil  reign  of  Jehu. — 29.  Howbeit  from  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin,  Jehu 
departed  not  from  after  them,  to  wit,  the  golden  calves 
that  were  in  Beth-el,  and  that  were  in  Dan.  30.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  Jehu,  Because  thou  hast  done  well  in 
executing  that  which  is  right  in  mine  eyes,  and  hast  done 
unto  the  house  of  Ahab  according  to  all  that  was  in  mine 
heart,  thy  children  of  the  fourth  generation  shall  sit  on  the 
throne  of  Israel.  31.  But  Jehu  took  no  heed  to  walk  in 
the  law  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  with  all  his  heart :  for 
he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  which  made 
Israel  to  sin. 

Hostility  of  Hazael  of  Syria  :  death  of  Jehu.- — 32.  In 
those  days  the  Lord  began  to  cut  Israel  short :  and 
Hazael  smote  them  in  all  the  coasts  of  Israel;  33.  from 

25.  to  the  city,  etc.  Read,  with  the  LXX,  “  to  the  temple  of 
Baal.” 

26.  Images.  More  properly  “  pillars  ”  (Heb.  mazzebdth )  ;  these 
pillars  were  of  stone,  so  we  should  have  expected  asherim,  wooden 
poles,  to  be  mentioned  ;  cp.  1  Kings  xiv.  15,  p.  50. 
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Jordan  eastward,  all  the  land  of  Gilead,  the  Gadites,  and 
the  Reubenites,  and  the  Manassites,  from  Aroer,  which 
is  by  the  river  Arnon,  even  Gilead  and  Bashan.  34.  Now 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehu,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  all 
his  might,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  35.  And  Jehu  slept  with  his 

fathers  :  and  they  buried  him  in  Samaria.  And  Jehoahaz 
his  son  reigned  in  his  stead.  36.  And  the  time  that  Jehu 
reigned  over  Israel  in  Samaria  was  twenty  and  eight  years. 


Jehoahaz  :  c.  815  b.c. 

2  Kings  xiii.  1-9 

xiii.  1.  In  the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  Joash  the  son 
of  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  Jehoahaz  the  son  of  Jehu  began 
to  reign  over  Israel  in  Samaria,  and  reigned  seventeen 
years.  2.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  and  followed  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  which  made  Israel  to  sin  ;  he  departed  not  there¬ 
from. 

3.  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  Israel, 
and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Hazael  king  of 
Syria,  and  into  the  hand  of  Ben-hadad  the  son  of  Hazael, 
all  their  days.  4.  And  Jehoahaz  besought  the  Lord,  and 
the  Lord  hearkened  unto  him  :  for  he  saw  the  oppression 
of  Israel,  because  the  king  of  Syria  oppressed  them. 
5.  (And  the  Lord  gave  Israel  a  saviour,  so  that  they  went 
out  from  under  the  hand  of  the  Syrians  :  and  the  children 
of  Israel  dwelt  in  their  tents,  as  beforetime.  6.  Neverthe¬ 
less  they  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  the  house  of  Jero¬ 
boam,  who  made  Israel  to  sin,  but  walked  therein  :  and 
there  remained  the  grove  also  in  Samaria.)  7.  Neither 
did  he  leave  of  the  people  to  Jehoahaz  but  fifty  horsemen, 
and  ten  chariots,  and  ten  thousand  footmen  ;  for  the 

3.  Benhadad.  The  third  of  that  name,  all  their  days.  Rather, 
“  continually.” 

5,6.  This  parenthesis  contains  a  digression.  The  writer  is  looking 
ahead  to  the  military  successes  of  Jeroboam  II.  ( cp .  xiv.  28,  p.  109). 

5.  tents  =  houses;  cp.  1  Kings  viii.  66,  p.  24. 

6.  the  grove  =  the  asherah.  See  on  1  Kings  xiv.  15,  p.  50. 
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king  of  Syria  had  destroyed  them,  and  had  made  them 
like  the  dust  by  threshing. 

8.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoahaz,  and  all  that  he 
did,  and  his  might,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  9.  And  Jehoahaz  slept 

with  his  fathers  ;  and  they  buried  him  in  Samaria  :  and 
Joash  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Jehoash  (Joash)  :  c.  802  b.c. 

2  Kings  xiii.  10— xiv.  16 

10.  In  the  thirty  and  seventh  year  of  Joash  king  of 
Judah  began  Jehoash  the  son  of  Jehoahaz  to  reign  over 
Israel  in  Samaria,  and  reigned  sixteen  years.  11.  And  he 
did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ;  he 
departed  not  from  all  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  who  made  Israel  sin  :  but  he  walked  therein. 

Joash  and,  Syria. — 22.  But  Hazael  king  of  Syria  op¬ 
pressed  Israel  all  the  days  of  Jehoahaz.  23.  And  the 
Lord  was  gracious  unto  them,  and  had  compassion  on 
them,  and  had  respect  unto  them,  because  of  his  covenant 
with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  would  not  destroy 
them,  neither  cast  he  them  from  his  presence  as  yet. 
24.  So  Hazael  king  of  Syria  died  ;  and  Ben-hadad  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead.  25.  And  Jehoash  the  son  of  Jehoahaz 
took  again  out  of  the  hand  of  Ben-hadad  the  son  of  Hazael 
the  cities,  which  he  had  taken  out  of  the  hand  of  Jehoahaz 
his  father  by  war.  Three  times  did  Joash  beat  him,  and 
recovered  the  cities  of  Israel. 

Joash  and  Amaziah  of  Judah. — xiv.  8.  Then  Amaziah 
sent  messengers  to  Jehoash,  the  son  of  Jehoahaz  son  of 
Jehu,  king  of  Israel,  saying,  Come,  let  us  look  one  another 
in  the  face.  9.  And  Jehoash  the  king  of  Israel  sent  to 
Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  saying,  The  thistle  that  was  in 
Lebanon  sent  to  the  cedar  that  was  in  Lebanon,  saying. 
Give  thy  daughter  to  my  son  to  wife  :  and  there  passed 
by  a  wild  beast  that  was  in  Lebanon,  and  trode  down  the 

xiii.  25.  Threetimes.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  prophecy  of 
Elisha,  the  occasion  of  which  is  related  in  the  next  section. 

xiv.  9.  the  thistle  J  cp.  Jotham’s  parable,  Judg.  ix.  8-15. 
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thistle.  10.  Thou  hast  indeed  smitten  Edom,  and  thine 
heart  hath  lifted  thee  up  ;  glory  of  this,  and  tarry  at 
home  :  for  why  shouldest  thou  meddle  to  thy  hurt,  that 
thou  shouldest  fall,  even  thou,  and  Judah  with  thee  ? 
11.  But  Amaziah  would  not  hear.  Therefore  Jehoash 
king  of  Israel  went  up  ;  and  he  and  Amaziah  king  of  Judah 
looked  one  another  in  the  face  at  Beth-shemesh,  which 
belongeth  to  Judah.  12.  And  Judah  was  put  to  the  worse 
before  Israel ;  and  they  fled  every  man  to  their  tents. 
13.  And  Jehoash  king  of  Israel  took  Amaziah  king  of  Judah, 
the  son  of  Jehoash  the  son  of  Ahaziah,  at  Beth-shemesh, 
and  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim  unto  the  corner  gate,  four 
hundred  cubits.  14.  And  he  took  all  the  gold  and  silver, 
and  all  the  vessels  that  were  found  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king’s  house,  and  hostages, 
and  returned  to  Samaria. 

Death  of  Joash. — 15.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoash 
which  he  did,  and  his  might,  and  how  he  fought  with 
Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  16.  And  Jehoash 

slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  Samaria  v  ith 
the  kings  of  Israel  ;  and  Jeroboam  his  son  reigned  in  his 
stead. 


STORIES  OF  ELISHA  [continued) 

2  Kings  xiii.  14-21 

(15)  Elisha  and  Joash. — xiii.  14.  Now  Elisha  was 
fallen  sick  of  his  sickness  whereof  he  died.  And  Joash 
the  king  of  Israel  came  down  unto  him,  and  wept  over 
his  face,  and  said,  O  my  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of 
Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof.  15.  And  Elisha  said 
unto  him,  Take  bow  and  arrows.  And  he  took  unto  him 
bow  and  arrows.  16.  And  he  said  to  the  king  of  Israel, 

10.  smitten  Edom  ;  see  xiv.  7,  p.  144. 

13.  the  gate  of  Ephraim  was  a  gate  in  the  centre  of  the  northern 
wall,  due  west  of  the  Temple  precincts.  The  corner  gate  would  be  at 
the  north-west  point. 

xiii.  14.  the  chariot,  etc.;  see  ii.  12,  p.  79.  Read  “chariots.” 
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Put  thine  hand  upon  the  bow.  And  he  put  his  hand  upon 
it  :  and  Elisha  put  his  hands  upon  the  king’s  hands. 

1 7.  And  he  said,  Open  the  window  eastward.  And  he 
opened  it.  Then  Elisha  said,  Shoot.  And  he  shot.  And 
he  said,  The  arrow  of  the  Lord’s  deliverance,  and  the 
arrow  of  deliverance  from  Syria  :  for  thou  shalt  smite 
the  Syrians  in  Aphek,  till  thou  have  consumed  them. 

18.  And  he  said,  Take  the  arrows.  And  he  took  them. 
And  he  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  Smite  upon  the  ground. 
And  he  smote  thrice  and  stayed.  19.  And  the  man  of 
God  was  wroth  with  him,  and  said,  Thou  shouldest  have 
smitten  five  or  six  times  ;  then  hadst  thou  smitten  Syria 
till  thou  hadst  consumed  it :  whereas  now  thou  shalt 
smite  Syria  but  thrice. 

(16)  Miracle  at  the  Tomb  of  Elisha. — 20.  And  Elisha 
died,  and  they  buried  him.  And  the  bands  of  the  Moabites 
invaded  the  land  at  the  coming  in  of  the  year.  21.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  as  they  were  burying  a  man,  that,  behold, 
they  spied  a  band  of  men  ;  and  they  cast  the  man  into 
the  sepulchre  of  Elisha  :  and  when  the  man  was  let  down, 
and  touched  the  bones  of  Elisha,  he  revived,  and  stood  up 
on  his  feet. 


Jeroboam  II. :  c.  782  b.c. 

2  Kings  xiv.  23  29 

xiv.  23.  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Amaziah  the  son  of 
Joash  king  of  Judah  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Joash  king  of 
Israel  began  to  reign  in  Samaria,  and  reigned  forty  and 
one  years.  24.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  from  all  the  sins  of 
J eroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  25.  He 
restored  the  coast  of  Israel  from  the  entering  of  Hamath 
unto  the  sea  of  the  plain,  according  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  he  spake  by  the  hand  of  his 
servant  Jonah,  the  son  of  Amittai,  the  prophet,  which 

25.  entering  of  Hamath.  See  on  1  Kings  viii.  65,  p.  24. 

the  sea  of  the  plain  =  the  sea  of  the  Arabah,  or  Dead  Sea. 

Jonah,  the  son  of  Amittai.  All  that  is  known  of  this  prophet  is 
contained  in  this  passage,  though  the  Book  of  Jonah,  which  may 
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was  of  Gath-hepher.  26.  For  the  Lord  saw  the  affliction 
of  Israel,  that  it  was  very  bitter :  for  there  was  not  any 
shut  up,  nor  any  left,  nor  any  helper  for  Israel.  27.  And 
the  Lord  said  not  that  he  would  blot  out  the  name  of  Israel 
from  under  heaven  :  but  he  saved  them  by  the  hand  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Joash. 

28.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jeroboam,  and  all  that 
he  did,  and  his  might,  how  he  warred,  and  how  he  re¬ 
covered  Damascus,  and  Hamath,  which  belonged  to  Judah, 
for  Israel,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  29.  And  Jeroboam  slept  with  his 

fathers,  even  with  the  kings  of  Israel ;  and  Zachariah  his 
son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


THE  WITNESS  OF  THE  PROPHETS  OF  THE  EIGHTH 
CENTURY:  AMOS  AND  HOSEA 

Introductory. — After  the  schools  of  the  prophets  became 
organised  bodies  their  value  in  many  respects  diminished. 
The  prophesying  was  lacking  in  spontaneity,  and  the 
prophets  at  times  became  mere  court  attendants,  always 
ready  with  advice  likely  to  please  those  in  authority. 
In  other  words,  the  professional  prophet  was  discredited, 
and  towards  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century  there  arose 
men  who  did  not  belong  to  the  orthodox  school,  but  yet 
claimed  to  pronounce  the  word  of  God  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  prophet  and  priest  alike.  The  first  of  these 


be  as  late  as  350  b.c.,  claims  by  a  literary  fiction  to  have  been 
written  by  him.  The  story  of  Jonah’s  mission  to  Nineveh  may  have 
been  based  on  tradition,  but  undoubtedly  its  purpose  is  religious, 
and  it  is  the  work  of  a  much  later  age  than  the  events  it  professes 
to  describe. 

26.  shut  up,  etc..  See  on  1  Kings  xiv.  10,  p.  49  :  there  was  no 
helper  at  all,  of  any  sort  or  kind. 

28.  Damascus  and  Hamath  had  both  been  part  of  the  Davidic 
empire  :  but  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  supposing  that  they 
could  ever  have  been  said  to  belong  to  Judah. 


no 
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whose  words  have  come  down  to  us  was  Amos  of  Tekoa ; 
Amos  therefore  heads  the  list  of  literary  prophets. 
He  was  a  citizen  of  Judah,  who  made  his  living  by 
selling  the  wool  of  a  particular  breed  of  sheep  and  the 
fruit  of  the  sycomore,  or  fig-tree.  His  commercial  pur¬ 
suits  brought  him  into  contact,  not  only  with  Israelite 
merchants,  but  also  with  those  of  all  the  surrounding 
nations  ;  and  his  observation  of  the  trend  of  events  and 
the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  reigns  of  Jeroboam  II. 
of  Israel  and  Uzziah  of  Judah  so  impressed  him  that  he 
felt  himself  inspired  to  utter  a  series  of  denunciations 
addressed  in  turn  to  Syria,  Philistia,  Phoenicia,  Edom, 
Ammon,  Moab,  Judah,  and  Israel.  It  is  with  Israel  that 
the  greater  part  of  his  book  is  concerned,  and  in  spite  of 
his  Judean  origin  we  always  associate  him  most  closely 
with  the  Northern  Kingdom. 

Hosea,  the  only  literary  prophet  who  belonged  to  the 
Northern  Kingdom,  was  a  younger  contemporary  of 
Amos  ;  his  prophecies  relate  mainly  to  the  period  which 
followed  the  death  of  Jeroboam  II.,  when  the  power  of 
Israel  rapidly  declined.  With  greater  sympathy  for 
Israel  than  had  Amos,  who  was  not  a  citizen,  he  neverthe¬ 
less  condemns  his  country,  arguing  that  the  miserable 
experiences  and  condition  of  his  own  family  are  typical 
of  the  state  of  the  whole  community.  His  wife,  Gomer, 
was  unfaithful  to  him  ;  she  must  be  brought  back  to  the 
love  of  her  first  husband  by  discipline  and  seclusion. 
Israel  in  like  manner  was  unfaithful  to  Jehovah,  but  was 
to  be  restored  by  His  loving  discipline.  (See  Ottley’s 
Hebrew  Prophets,  p.  25,  and  Woods  and  Powell’s  Hebrew 
Prophets ,  vol.  i.  pp.  26-32.) 
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Tiie  Witness  of  the  Prophets  :  Amos 

I.  The  Indictment  of  Israel 
Amos  ii.  6-8  and  in.  2 

Her  sins  are  great. — ii.  6.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  ;  For 
three  transgressions  of  Israel,  and  for  four,  I  will  not  turn 
away  the  punishment  thereof ;  because  they  sold  the 
righteous  for  silver,  and  the  poor  for  a  pair  of  shoes  ; 

7.  That  pant  after  the  dust  of  the  earth  on  the  head  of 
the  poor,  and  turn  aside  the  way  of  the  meek  : 

8.  And  they  lay  themselves  down  upon  clothes  laid  to 
pledge  by  every  altar,  and  they  drink  the  wine  of  the 
condemned  in  the  house  of  their  god. 

Her  punishment  will  be  the  greater  in  proportion  to  he y 
privileged  position. — iii.  2.  You  only  have  I  known  of  all 
the  families  of  the  earth  :  therefore  I  will  punish  you  for 
all  your  iniquities. 

2.  “The  Lord  God  hath  spoken,  who  can  but 

prophesy  ?  ” 

Amos  iii.  3-8 

iii.  3.  Can  two  walk  together,  except  they  be  agreed  ? 

4.  Will  a  lion  roar  in  the  forest,  when  he  hath  no  prey  ? 
will  a  young  lion  cry  out  of  his  den,  if  he  have  taken 
nothing  ? 

5.  Can  a  bird  fall  in  a  snare  upon  the  earth,  where  no 
gin  is  for  him  ?  shall  one  take  up  a  snare  from  the  earth, 
and  have  taken  nothing  at  all  ? 

6.  Shall  a  trumpet  be  blown  in  the  city,  and  the  people 
not  be  afraid  ?  shall  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  and  the  Lord 
hath  not  done  it  ? 

7.  Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothing,  but  he  revealeth 
his  secret  unto  his  servants  the  prophets. 

ii.  7.  That  =  “for  they.” 

the  dust.  Avarice  leads  them  to  covet  even,  as  we  should  say, 
the  rags  of  the  beggar. 

8.  laid  to  pledge.  Rather,  “  taken  in  pledge  ”  :  see  Exod.  xxii.  26. 

the  condemned  =  those  whom  they  have  cheated  in  a  law-suit. 

iii.  6.  The  Lord  must  be  regarded  as  the  cause  of  disaster,  which 
is  the  sign  of  His  anger.  (See  note  on  next  page.) 
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8.  The  lion  hath  roared,  who  will  not  fear  ?  the  Lord 
God  hath  spoken,  who  can  but  prophesy  ? 

3.  The  Reign  of  Evil  in  Samaria 

Amos  iii.  9, 10 

iii.  9.  Publish  in  the  palaces  at  Ashdod,  and  in  the 
palaces  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  say,  Assemble  yourselves 
upon  the  mountains  of  Samaria,  and  behold  the  great 
tumults  in  the  midst  thereof,  and  the  oppressed  in  the 
midst  thereof. 

10.  For  they  know  not  to  do  right,  saith  the  Lord,  who 
store  up  violence  and  robbery  in  their  palaces. 

4.  The  Doom  of  Israel 

Amos  iii.  13-15  and  iv.  1,  2 

iii.  13.  Hear  ye,  and  testify  in  the  house  of  Jacob,  saith 
the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  hosts, 

14.  That  in  the  day  that  I  shall  visit  the  transgressions 
of  Israel  upon  him  I  will  also  visit  the  altars  of  Beth-el : 
and  the  horns  of  the  altar  shall  be  cut  off,  and  fall  to  the 
ground. 

15.  And  I  will  smite  the  winter  house  with  the  summer 
house  ;  and  the  houses  of  ivory  shall  perish,  and  the  great 
houses  shall  have  an  end,  saith  the  Lord. 

iv.  1.  Hear  this  word,  ye  kine  of  Bashan,  that  are  in  the 
mountain  of  Samaria,  which  oppress  the  poor,  which  crush 
the  needy,  which  say  to  their  masters,  Bring,  and  let  us 
drink. 

2.  The  Lord  God  hath  sworn  by  his  holiness,  that,  lo, 

iii.  3-8.  The  working  of  cause  and  effect  is  clear  from  everyday 
experience  :  the  same  connection  is  clear,  to  the  prophet,  between 
God’s  voice  and  prophecy. 

9,  10.  Let  even  Israel’s  hereditary  enemies  behold  her  conduct. 

15.  winter  house.  Luxurious  houses  with  separate  apartments 

for  winter  and  summer  rouse  the  prophet’s  scorn  :  see  Jer.  xxxvi.  22. 

iv.  1.  kine  of  Bashan.  A  contemptuous  phrase  for  the  ladies  of 
Israel  wantoning  in  cruelty  and  drunkenness.  The  cattle  of  Bashan 
were  well  known. 

masters,  i.e.  lords,  or  husbands. 
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the  days  shall  come  upon  you,  that  he  will  take  you  away 
with  hooks,  and  your  posterity  with  fishhooks. 

5.  The  Reward  of  Oppression 

Amos  v.  11, 12 

v.  11.  Forasmuch  therefore  as  your  treading  is  upon  the 
poor,  and  ye  take  from  him  burdens  of  wheat :  ye  have 
built  houses  of  hewn  stone,  but  ye  shall  not  dwell  in  them  ; 
ye  have  planted  pleasant  vineyards,  but  ye  shall  not  drink 
wine  of  them. 

12.  For  I  know  your  manifold  transgressions  and  your 
mighty  sins  :  they  afflict  the  just,  they  take  a  bribe,  and 
they  turn  aside  the  poor  in  the  gate  from  their  right. 

6.  The  Hypocrisy  of  Ceremonies  without  Service 

Amos  v.  21-24 

v.  21.  I  hate,  I  despise  your  feast  days,  and  I  will  not 
smell  in  your  solemn  assemblies. 

22.  Though  ye  offer  me  burnt  offerings  and  your  meat 
offerings,  I  will  not  accept  them  :  neither  will  I  regard 
the  peace  offerings  of  your  fat  beasts. 

23.  Take  thou  away  from  me  the  noise  of  thy  songs  ; 
for  I  will  not  hear  the  melody  of  thy  viols. 

24.  But  let  judgment  run  down  as  waters,  and  righteous¬ 
ness  as  a  mighty  stream. 

7.  Slothfulness  and  Riches 

Amos  vi.  3-6 

vi.  3.  Ye  that  put  far  away  the  evil  day,  and  cause  the 
seat  of  violence  to  come  near  ; 

iv.  2.  hooks,  i.e.  as  bulls  are  led  by  a  rope  attached  to  a  nose-ring. 

v.  12.  the  gate  was  the  place  where  the  people  obtained  justice. 

21.  smell,  i.e.  “  I  will  take  no  delight  in  smelling  the  sweet 

savour  of  sacrifice  ”  :  an  anthropomorphic  idea  of  God. 

23.  viols  =  harps. 

vi.  3.  Ye.  The  sense  is,  “  woe  to  those  who  .  .  .  .” 

the  seat  of  violence.  “  You  refuse  to  think  of  Divine  judgment, 
while  living  a  life  of  avarice  and  violence." 
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4.  That  lie  upon  beds  of  ivory,  and  stretch  themselves 
upon  their  couches,  and  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  flock, 
and  the  calves  out  of  the  midst  of  the  stall ; 

5.  That  chant  to  the  sound  of  the  viol,  and  invent  to 
themselves  instruments  of  musick,  like  David  ; 

6.  That  drink  wine  in  bowls,  and  anoint  themselves  with 
the  chief  ointments  :  but  they  are  not  grieved  for  the 
affliction  of  Joseph. 

8.  A  Personal  Episode 

Amos  vii.  10-17 

vii.  10.  Then  Amaziah  the  priest  of  Beth-el  sent  to  Jero¬ 
boam  king  of  Israel,  saying,  Amos  hath  conspired  against 
thee  in  the  midst  of  the  house  of  Israel :  the  land  is  not 
able  to  bear  all  his  words.  11.  For  thus  Amos  saith, 
Jeroboam  shall  die  by  the  sword,  and  Israel  shall  surely 
be  led  away  captive  out  of  their  own  land.  12.  Also 
Amaziah  said  unto  Amos,  O  thou  seer,  go,  flee  thee  away 
into  the  land  of  Judah,  and  there  eat  bread,  and  prophesy 
there  :  13.  but  prophesy  not  again  any  more  at  Beth-el : 
for  it  is  the  king’s  chapel,  and  it  is  the  king’s  court. 
14.  Then  answered  Amos,  and  said  to  Amaziah,  I  was 
no  prophet,  neither  was  I  a  prophet’s  son  ;  but  I  was  an 
herdman,  and  a  gatherer  of  sycomore  fruit :  15.  and  the 
Lord  took  me  as  I  followed  the  flock,  and  the  Lord  said 
unto  me,  Go,  prophesy  unto  my  people  Israel. 

16.  Now  therefore  hear  thou  the  word  of  the  Lord  : 
Thou  sayest,  Prophesy  not  against  Israel,  and  drop  not 
thy  word  against  the  house  of  Isaac. 

17.  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  ;  Thy  wife  shall  be  an 
harlot  in  the  city,  and  thy  sons  and  thy  daughters  shall 
fall  by  the  sword,  and  thy  land  shall  be  divided  by  line  ; 
and  thou  shalt  die  in  a  polluted  land  :  and  Israel  shall 
surely  go  into  captivity  forth  of  his  land. 

9.  A  Vision  of  Israel  Restored 

Amos.ix.  11-15 

ix.  11.  In  that  day  will  I  raise  up  the  tabernacle  of 
David  that  is  fallen,  and  close  up  the  breaches  thereof ; 
vii.  17.  lino  =  the  measuring-line  of  the  builder. 
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and  I  will  raise  up  his  ruins,  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the 
days  of  old  : 

12.  That  they  may  possess  the  remnant  of  Edom,  and 
of  all  the  heathen,  which  are  called  by  my  name,  saith  the 
Lord  that  doeth  this. 

13.  Behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  the 
plowman  shall  overtake  the  reaper,  and  the  treader  of 
grapes  him  that  soweth  seed  ;  and  the  mountains  shall 
drop  sweet  wine,  and  all  the  hills  shall  melt. 

14.  And  I  will  bring  again  the  captivity  of  my  people 
of  Israel,  and  they  shall  build  the  waste  cities,  and  in¬ 
habit  them  ;  and  they  shall  plant  vineyards,  and  drink 
the  wine  thereof  ;  they  shall  also  make  gardens,  and  eat 
the  fruit  of  them. 

15.  And  I  will  plant  them  upon  their  land,  and  they 
shall  no  more  be  pulled  up  out  of  their  land  which  I  have 
given  them,  saith  the  Lord  thy  God. 


The  Witness  of  the  Prophets  :  Hosea 

1.  The  Profligacy  of  Israel 

Hos.  iv.  1-3 

iv.  1.  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  children  of  Israel : 
for  the  Lord  hath  a  controversy  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  land,  because  there  is  no  truth,  nor  mercy,  nor  know¬ 
ledge  of  God  in  the  land. 

2.  By  swearing,  and  lying,  and  killing,  and  stealing,  and 
committing  adultery,  they  break  out,  and  blood  toucheth 
blood. 

3.  Therefore  shall  the  land  mourn,  and  every  one  that 
dwelleth,therein  shall  languish,  with  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
and  with  the  fowls  of  heaven  ;  yea,  the  fishes  of  the  sea 
also  shall  be  taken  away. 


ix.  12.  called  by  my  name,  i.e.  which  once  formed  part  of  the  Davidic 
empire. 

13.  The  various  crops  will  grow  so  fast  that  there  will  be  hardly 
time  for  the  different  operations  of  agriculture. 

Hos.  iv.  2.  blood  toucheth  blood.  There  is  a  continuous  series  of 
murders. 
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2.  The  Guilt  of  the  Priests 

Hos.  iv.  6-10 

iv.  6.  My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge  : 
because  thou  hast  rejected  knowledge,  I  will  also  reject 
thee,  that  thou  shalt  be  no  priest  to  me  :  seeing  thou  hast 
forgotten  the  law  of  thy  God,  I  will  also  forget  thy  children. 

7.  As  they  were  increased,  so  they  sinned  against  me  : 
therefore  will  I  change  their  glory  into  shame. 

8.  They  eat  up  the  sin  of  my  people,  and  they  set  their 
heart  on  their  iniquity. 

9.  And  there  shall  be,  like  people,  like  priest :  and  I  will 
punish  them  for  their  ways,  and  reward  them  their  doings. 

10.  For  they  shall  eat,  and  not  have  enough  :  they  shall 
commit  iniquity,  and  shall  not  increase  :  because  they  have 
left  off  to  take  heed  to  the  Lord. 

3.  The  Need  of  True  Repentance 

Hos.  vi.  1-6 

vi.  1.  Come,  and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord  :  for  he 
hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us  ;  he  hath  smitten,  and  he 
will  bind  us  up. 

2.  After  two  days  will  he  revive  us  :  in  the  third  day 
he  will  raise  us  up,  and  we  shall  live  in  his  sight. 

3.  Then  shall  we  know,  if  we  follow  on  to  know  the 
Lord  :  his  going  forth  is  prepared  as  the  morning  ;  and 
he  shall  come  unto  us  as  the  rain,  as  the  latter  and  former 
rain  unto  the  earth. 

4.  O  Ephraim,  what  shall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  O  Judah, 
what  shall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  for  your  goodness  is  as  a 
morning  cloud,  and  as  the  early  dew  it  goeth  away. 

5.  Therefore  have  I  hewed  them  by  the  prophets  ;  I 
have  slain  them  by  the  words  of  my  mouth  :  and  my 
judgments  are  as  the  light  that  goeth  forth. 

iv.  6.  thou  .  ,  .  thy  children,  i.e.  the  priest  and  the  priestly  caste. 

8.  They  eat  up,  etc.  The  priests  make  an  actual  profit  out  of 
the  sin-offerings  of  the  people. 

9.  there  shall  be,  etc.  It  shall  be  a  case  of  “  like  people,  like 
priest.” 

vi.  2.  after  two  days.  Our  punishment  will  soon  pass. 

4.  0  Ephraim,  etc.  See  note  on  next  page,  vv.  4-6. 
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6.  For  I  desire  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice  ;  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  God  more  than  burnt  offerings. 


4.  A  Vision  of  Future  Forgiveness 

Hos.  xiv.  4-9 

xiv.  4.  I  will  heal  their  backsliding,  I  will  love  them 
freely  :  for  mine  anger  is  turned  away  from  him. 

5.  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel :  he  shall  grow  as  the 
lily,  and  cast  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon. 

6.  His  branches  shall  spread,  and  his  beauty  shall  be  as 
the  olive  tree,  and  his  smell  as  Lebanon. 

7.  They  that  dwell  under  his  shadow  shall  return  ;  they 
shall  revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow  as  the  vine  :  the  scent 
thereof  shall  be  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon. 

8.  Ephraim  shall  say,  “  What  have  I  to  do  any  more 
with  idols  ?  ”  I  have  heard  him,  and  observed  him : 
“  I  am  like  a  green  fir  tree.”  From  me  is  thy  fruit  found. 

9.  Who  is  wise,  and  he  shall  understand  these  things  ? 
prudent,  and  he  shall  know  them  ?  for  the  ways  of  the 
Lord  are  right,  and  the  just  shall  walk  in  them  :  but  the 
transgressors  shall  fall  therein. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  HISTORY  OF  THE  NORTHERN 
KINGDOM:  ZECHARIAH  TO  HOSHEA 

C.  74I-722  B.C. 

After  the  death  of  Jeroboam  II.  the  decline  of  Israel 
was  rapid.  No  further  leader  of  note  appeared  ;  four  of 
the  six  -kings  were  murdered. 

vi.  4-6.  Jehovah  is  represented  as  speaking.  He  punishes  His 
people,  and  those  punishments  are  foretold  by  His  prophets,  whose 
voice  proclaims  from  whom  their  chastisement  is  derived.  Let  the 
people,  then,  learn  the  lesson  of  true  holiness. 

xiv.  8.  Ephraim  repents,  and  Jehovah  will  therefore  stay  His  anger. 
Ephraim  once  more  prospers,  for  his  prosperity  comes  from  God. 

9.  If  there  is  any  wise,  he  shall  understand  these  things  :  every 
prudent  man  shall  know  them.  Cp.  Mat.  xi.  19. 


1 1 8  ZECH  ARI  AH— MEN  AHEM 

After  the  unimportant  reigns  of  Zechariah  and  Shallum 
came  Menahem,  who  met  the  first  invasion  of  Palestine 
by  the  Assyrians  with  a  bribe  ;  by  this  means  he  secured 
himself  upon  the  throne,  and  at  the  same  time  kept  off 
Tiglath-pileser  III.  (=  Pul)  and  saved  his  country  for 
some  years  (b.c.  738  ;  cp.  Hos.  v.  13).  Under  Peicahiah’s 
successor,  Pekah,  there  was  a  reaction  against  the  pro- 
Assyrian  policy,  and  Israel  joined  in  an  alliance  with  her 
neighbours,  Syria,  Tyre,  and  Sidon  ;  the  result  of  this 
was  war  with  Judah,  for  Judah  clung  to  Assyria  in  spite 
of  the  advice  of  the  prophet  Isaiah.  Ahaz  of  Judah  pro¬ 
cured  the  intervention  of  Tiglath-pileser,  and  this  Syro- 
Ephraimite  war,  as  it  is  called,  was  quickly  ended  ;  the 
Assyrians  invaded  Israel  and  carried  off  many  of  her 
people  into  captivity,  and  then  attacked  and  took  Damas¬ 
cus  and  slew  king  Rezin  (732  b.c.).  The  last  king  of 
Israel,  Hoshea,  made  another  attempt  to  throw  off  the 
Assyrian  yoke,  and,  relying  on  help  from  Egypt,  ceased 
to  pay  tribute.  His  punishment  was  prompt  to  follow  : 
Shalmaneser  IV.  invaded,  took  Hoshea  himself  prisoner 
and  kept  him  in  confinement.  Samaria  held  out  for  three 
years,  but  was  finally  taken  by  Sargon  in  722  b.c.  Practi¬ 
cally  the  whole  Israelite  population  was  carried  into 
captivity,  and  the  history  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  was 
finally  closed. 

Zachariah  (Zechariah)  :  c.  741  b.c. 

2  Kings  xv.  8-12 

xv.  8.  In  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of  Azariah  king  of 
Judah  did  Zachariah  the  son  of  Jeroboam  reign  over 
Israel  in  Samaria  six  months.  9.  And  he  did  that  which 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  his  fathers  had  done  : 
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he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to  sin.  io.  And  Shallum  the  son 
of  Jabesh  conspired  against  him,  and  smote  him  before 
the  people,  and  slew  him,  and  reigned  in  his  stead,  n.  And 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Zachariah,  behold,  they  are  written 
in  the  books  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel.  12.  This 
was  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  spake  unto  Jehu, 
saying,  Thy  sons  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel  unto  the 
fourth  generation.  And  so  it  came  to  pass. 

Shallum  :  c.  740  b.c. 

2  Kings  xv.  13-15 

13.  Shallum  the  son  of  Jabesh  began  to  reign  in  the  nine 
and  thirtieth  year  of  Uzziah  king  of  Judah  ;  and  he  reigned  a 
full  month  in  Samaria.  14.  For  Menahem  the  son  of  Gadi 
went  up  from  Tirzah,  and  came  to  Samaria,  and  smote  Shal¬ 
lum  the  son  of  Jabesh  in  Samaria,  and  slew  him,  and 
reigned  in  his  stead.  15.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Shallum, 
and  his  conspiracy  which  he  made,  behold,  they  are  written 
in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

Menahem  :  c.  740  b.c. 

2  Kings  xv.  16-22 

16.  Then  Menahem  smote  Tiphsah,  and  all  that  were 
therein,  and  the  coasts  thereof  from  Tirzah  :  because  they 
opened  not  to  him,  therefore  he  smote  it ;  and  all  the 
women  therein  that  were  with  child  he  ripped  up.  17.  In 
the  nine  and  thirtieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah  began 
Menahem  the  son  of  Gadi  to  reign  over  Israel,  and  reigned 
ten  years  in  Samaria.  18.  And  he  did  that  which  was 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  all  his  days 
from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made 
Israel  to  sin.  19.  And  Pul  the  king  of  Assyria  came 
against  the  land  :  and  Menahem  gave  Pul  a  thousand 
talents  of  silver,  that  his  hand  might  be  with  him  to  con¬ 
firm  the  kingdom  in  his  hand.  20.  And  Menahem  exacted 

16.  The  dates  assigned  to  the  reigns  are  approximate  only  ;  no 
date  scheme  can  exactly  harmonise  the  periods  assigned  to  the 
various  reigns  in  the  text. 

19.  Pul  =Tiglath-pileser  III.  :  See  Appendix  IV. 
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the  money  of  Israel,  even  of  all  the  mighty  men  of  wealth, 
of  each  man  fifty  shekels  of  silver,  to  give  to  the  king  of 
Assyria.  So  the  king  of  Assyria  turned  back,  and  stayed 
not  there  in  the  land. 

21.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Menahem,  and  all  that 
he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Israel  ?  22.  And  Menahem  slept  with  his 

fathers  ;  and  Pekahiah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Pekahiah  :  c.  737  b.c. 

2  Kings  xv.  23-26 

23.  In  the  fiftieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah  Pekahiah 
the  son  of  Menahem  began  to  reign  over  Israel  in  Samaria, 
and  reigned  two  years.  24.  And  he  did  that  which  was 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not  from  the 
sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to 
sin.  25.  But  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah,  a  captain  of  his, 
conspired  against  him,  and  smote  him  in  Samaria,  in  the 
palace  of  the  king’s  house,  with  Argob  and  Arieh,  and  with 
him  fifty  men  of  the  Gileadites  :  and  he  killed  him,  and 
reigned  in  his  room.  26.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Pekahiah,  and  all  that  he  did,  behold,  they  are  written  in 
the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

Pekah  :  c.  736  b.c. 

2  Kings  xv.  27-31 

27.  In  the  two  and  fiftieth  year  of  Azariah  king  of  Judah 
Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah  began  to  reign  over  Israel  in 
Samaria,  and  reigned  twenty  years.  28.  And  he  did  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  departed  not 
from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel 
to  sin.  29.  In  the  days  of  Pekah  king  of  Israel  came 
Tiglath-pileser  king  of  Assyria,  and  took  Ijon,  and  Abel- 
beth-maachah,  and  Janoah,  and  Kedesh,  and  Hazor,  and 
Gilead,  and  Galilee,  all  the  land  of  Naphtali,  and  carried 
them  captive  to  Assyria.  30.  And  Hoshea  the  son  of 
Elah  made  a  conspiracy  against  Pekah  the  son  of  Rema- 

25.  Argob  and  Arieh  must  be  two  of  the  king’s  friends. 
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liah,  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him,  and  reigned  in  his 
stead,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Jotham  the  son  of  Uzziah. 
31.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Pekah,  and  all  that  he  did, 
behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the 
kings  of  Israel. 


Hoshea  :  c.  734  b.c. 

2  Kings  xvii.  1-41 

Samaria  a  vassal  state  of  Assyria  ;  Hoshea' s  conspiracy . — 
xvii.  1.  In  the  twelfth  year  of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah  began 
Hoshea  the  son  of  Elah  to  reign  in  Samaria  over  Israel 
nine  years.  2.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  but  not  as  the  kings  of  Israel  that  were 
before  him. 

3.  Against  him  came  up  Shalmaneser  king  of  Assyria  ; 
and  Hoshea  became  his  servant,  and  gave  him  presents. 
4.  And  the  king  of  Assyria  found  conspiracy  in  Hoshea : 
for  he  sent  messengers  to  So  king  of  Egypt,  and  brought 
no  present  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  as  he  had  done  year  by 
year :  therefore  the  king  of  Assyria  shut  him  up,  and 
bound  him  in  prison. 

The  siege  of  Samaria  :  the  Israelites  carried  into  captivity. 
— 5.  Then  the  king  of  Assyria  came  up  throughout  all  the 
land,  and  went  up  to  Samaria,  and  besieged  it  three  years. 
6.  In  the  ninth  year  of  Hoshea  the  king  of  Assyria  took 
Samaria,  and  carried  Israel  away  into  Assyria,  and  placed 
them  in  Halah  and  in  Habor  by  the  river  of  Gozan,  and 
in  the  cities  of  the  Medes. 

The  record  of  the  sins  of  Israel  and  Judah  for  which 

3.  the  king  of  Assyria  was  Shalmaneser  IV.  :  see  Appendix  IV. 

4.  So  king  of  Egypt  has  been  supposed  to  be  Shabaka,  of  the 
twenty-fifth  Dynasty  :  but  the  identification  is  now  considered 
improbable.  He  may  have  been  a  king  or  governor  of  part  of  Egypt 
at  the  time.  (See  Budge,  Hist,  of  Egypt,  vol.  vi.  pp.  124-6.) 

6.  the  king  of  Assyria  who  finally  took  Samaria  was  Sargon 
This  we  learn  from  an  inscription,  which  says  (Driver,  in  Authority 
and  Archeology,  p.  101),  “  The  city  of  Samaria  I  besieged,  I  took  ; 
27, 2QO  of  its  inhabitants  I  carried  into  captivity;  fifty  of  their 
chariots  I  seized  :  the  rest  of  them  I  allowed  to  retain  their  posses¬ 
sions  ;  my  officers  I  appointed  over  them  ;  the  tribute  of  the  formei 
king  I  laid  upon  them.” 
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Jehovah  punished  them. — 7.  For  so  it  was,  that  the  children 
of  Israel  had  sinned  against  the  Lord  their  God,  which 
had  brought  them  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from 
under  the  hand  of  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and  had  feared 
other  gods,  8.  and  walked  in  the  statutes  of  the  heathen, 
whom  the  Lord  cast  out  from  before  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  which  they  had  made.  9.  And 
the  children  of  Israel  did  secretly  those  things  that  were 
not  right  against  the  Lord  their  God,  and  they  built  them 
high  places  in  all  their  cities,  from  the  tower  of  the  watch- 
men  to  the  fenced  city.  10.  And  they  set  them  up  images 
and  groves  in  every  high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree  : 
11.  and  there  they  burnt  incense  in  all  the  high  places, 
as  did  the  heathen  whom  the  Lord  carried  away  before 
them  ;  and  wrought  wicked  things  to  provoke  the  Lord 
to  anger  :  12.  for  they  served  idols,  whereof  the  Lord 
had  said  unto  them,  Ye  shall  not  do  this  thing.  13.  Yet 
the  Lord  testified  against  Israel,  and  against  Judah,  by 
all  the  prophets,  and  by  all  the  seers,  saying,  Turn  ye  from 
your  evil  ways,  and  keep  my  commandments  and  my 
statutes,  according  to  all  the  law  which  I  commanded  your 
fathers,  and  which  I  sent  to  you  by  my  servants  the  pro¬ 
phets.  14.  Notwithstanding  they  would  not  hear,  but 
hardened  their  necks,  like  to  the  neck  of  their  fathers, 
that  did  not  believe  in  the  Lord  their  God.  15.  And  they 
rejected  his  statutes,  and  his  covenant  that  he  made  with 
their  fathers,  and  his  testimonies  which  he  testified  against 
them  ;  and  they  followed  vanity,  and  became  vain,  and 
went  after  the  heathen  that  were  round  about  them,  con¬ 
cerning  whom  the  Lord  had  charged  them,  that  they 
should  not  do  like  them.  16.  And  they  left  all  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  made  them  molten 
images,  even  two  calves,  and  made  a  grove,  and  wor- 


7-23.  This  passage,  consisting  of  a  review  of  Israel’s  history,  is 
of  late  origin,  perhaps  dating  from  the  period  of  the  Exile  :  it  is 
written,  therefore,  from  the  point  of  view  of  men  who  had  formed 
religious  views  not  held  in  the  period  described.  The  writer,  for 
instance,  condemns  the  high  places  which  had  not  appeared  ob¬ 
jectionable  even  to  so  great  a  prophet  as  Elijah. 

9.  from  the  tower  of  the  watchman  to  the  fenced  city  seems  to 
mean  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  (see  xviii.  8). 
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shipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  Baal.  17.  And 
they  caused  their  sons  and  their  daughters  to  pass  through 
the  fire,  and  used  divination  and  enchantments,  and  sold 
themselves  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke 
him  to  anger.  18.  Therefore  the  Lord  was  very  angry 
with  Israel,  and  removed  them  out  of  his  sight  :  there  was 
none  left  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only.  19.  Also  Judah  kept 
not  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  their  God,  but  walked 
in  the  statutes  of  Israel  which  they  made.  20.  And  the 
Lord  rejected  all  the  seed  of  Israel,  and  afflicted  them, 
and  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  spoilers,  until  he  had 
cast  them  out  of  his  sight.  21.  For  he  rent  Israel  from 
the  house  of  David  ;  and  they  made  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat  king  :  and  Jeroboam  drave  Israel  from  following 
the  Lord,  and  made  them  sin  a  great  sin.  22.  For  the 
children  of  Israel  walked  in  all  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  which 
he  did  ;  they  departed  not  from  them  ;  23.  until  the  Lord 
removed  Israel  out  of  his  sight,  as  he  had  said  by  all  his 
servants  the  prophets.  So  was  Israel  carried  away  out  of 
their  own  land  to  Assyria  unto  this  day. 

The  new  inhabitants  of  Samaria ;  their  difficulties. — 
24.  And  the  king  of  Assyria  brought  men  from  Babylon, 
and  from  Cuthah,  and  from  Ava,  and  from  Hamath,  and 
from  Sepharvaim,  and  placed  them  in  the  cities  of  Samaria 
instead  of  the  children  of  Israel :  and  they  possessed 
Samaria,  and  dwelt  in  the  cities  thereof.  25.  And  so  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  their  dwelling  there,  that  they 
feared  not  the  Lord  :  therefore  the  Lord  sent  lions  among 
them,  which  slew  some  of  them.  26.  Wherefore  they 
spake  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  saying,  The  nations  which 
thou  hast  removed,  and  placed  in  the  cities  of  Samaria, 

16.  alMhe  host  of  heaven.  The  writer  seems  to  have  confused 
the  history  of  Israel  with  that  of  Judah.  Manasseh  of  Judah 
(xxi.  3)  introduced  the  worship  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  So,  too, 
the  mention  of  human  sacrifice  in  verse  17  should  be  referred  to 
Ahaz  of  Judah  (xvi.  3,  p.  149). 

1 7.  divination  and  enchantments.  The  phrase  covers  all  the 
common  methods  of  discovering  the  future,  apart  from  the  formal 
appeal  to  Jehovah  through  prophets  and  priests:  such  methods 
included,  e.g.,  the  divining  cup,  the  various  ways  of  casting  lots, 
and  the  observation  of  omens  of  every  kind  (see  Hastings,  D.B., 
s.v.  “Divination”)- 
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know  not  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the  land  :  therefore 
he  hath  sent  lions  among  them,  and,  behold,  they  slay 
them,  because  they  know  not  the  manner  of  the  God  of 
the  land.  27.  Then  the  king  of  Assyria  commanded, 
saying,  Carry  thither  one  of  the  priests  whom  ye  brought 
from  thence  ;  and  let  them  go  and  dwell  there,  and  let 
him  teach  them  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the  land.  28. 
Then  one  of  the  priests  whom  they  had  carried  away  from 
Samaria  came  and  dwelt  in  Beth-el,  and  taught  them  how 
they  should  fear  the  Lord. 

The  idolatry  of  the  new  Samaritans. — 29.  Howbeit  every 
nation  made  gods  of  their  own,  and  put  them  in  the  houses 
of  the  high  places  which  the  Samaritans  had  made,  every 
nation  in  their  cities  wherein  they  dwelt.  30.  And  the 
men  of  Babylon  made  Succoth-benoth,  and  the  men  of 
Cuth  made  Nergal,  and  the  men  of  Hamath  made  Ashima, 
31.  and  the  Avites  made  Nibhaz  and  Tartak,  and  the 
Sepharvites  burnt  their  children  in  fire  to  Adrammelech  and 
Anammelech,  the  gods  of  Sepharvaim.  32.  So  they  feared 
the  Lord,  and  made  unto  themselves  of  the  lowest  of  them 
priests  of  the  high  places,  which  sacrificed  for  them  in  the 
houses  of  the  high  places.  33.  They  feared  the  Lord,  and 
served  their  own  gods,  after  the  manner  of  the  nations 
whom  they  carried  away  from  thence.  34.  Unto  this  day 
they  do  after  the  former  manners  :  they  fear  not  the  Lord, 
neither  do  they  after  their  statutes,  or  after  their  ordi¬ 
nances,  or  after  the  law  and  commandment  which  the  Lord 
commanded  the  children  of  Jacob,  whom  he  named  Israel  ; 
35.  with  whom  the  Lord  had  made  a  covenant,  and 
charged  them,  saying,  Ye  shall  not  fear  other  gods,  nor 
bow  yourselves  to  them,  nor  serve  them,  nor  sacrifice  to 
them  :  36.  but  the  Lord,  who  brought  you  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt  with  great  power  and  a  stretched  out  arm, 
him  shall  ye  fear,  and  him  shall  ye  worship,  and  to  him 

30,  31.  The  gods  mentioned  in  this  list  are  little  more  than 
names  to  us. 

34.  Unto  this  day.  Verses  24-41  give  an  account  of  the  origin  of 
the  Samaritan  community  which  played  such  an  important  part 
in  Jewish  history  at  the  time  of  the  return  from  the  Captivity,  and 
thereby  earned  the  undying  hatred  of  the  Jews.  The  apparent 
contradiction  in  vv.  33,  34  is  explained  if  we  may  consider,  with  Dr. 
Kent,  that  vv.  346-40  are  a  later  insertion. 
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shall  ye  do  sacrifice.  37.  And  the  statutes,  and  the  ordi¬ 
nances,  and  the  law,  and  the  commandment,  which  he 
wrote  for  you,  ye  shall  observe  to  do  for  evermore ;  and 
ye  shall  not  fear  other  gods.  38.  And  the  covenant  that 
I  have  made  with  you  ye  shall  not  forget;  neither  shall 
ye  fear  other  gods.  39.  But  the  Lord  your  God  ye  shall 
fear ;  and  he  shall  deliver  you  out  of  the  hand  of  all  your 
enemies.  40.  Howbeit  they  did  not  hearken,  but  they 
did  after  their  formal  manner.  41.  So  these  nations 
feared  the  Lord,  and  served  their  graven  images,  both 
their  children,  and  their  children’s  children  :  as  did  their 
fathers,  so  do  they  unto  this  day. 
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PART  III 


THE  HISTORY  OF  JUDAH,  OR  THE  SOUTHERN 
KINGDOM,  DOWN  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  AHAZ 


0.  93O-727  B.C, 


INTRODUCTORY 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  JUDAH: 
REHOBOAM  TO  AHAZIAH 


C.  930-842  B.C. 


HEN  Reiioboam  succeeded  to  Solomon’s  great 


empire  the  discontent  which  had  long  been 


fomented  among  the  tribes  came  to  a  head,  and  the  new 
king  was  neither  wise  enough  to  propitiate  Ephraim  and 
relax  the  burdens  which  had  proved  so  oppressive  to  the 
people  nor  strong  enough  to  continue  Solomon’s  policy 
without  meeting  with  disaster.  Consequently  Jeroboam 
seceded  with  the  northern  tribes,  and  Rehoboam  was 
left  with  Judah  and  a  strip  of  territory  immediately  to 
its  north.  But  Judah  was  the  strongest  and  most  stable 
of  the  tribes,  and  in  Jerusalem  with  its  Temple  he  pos¬ 
sessed  a  capital,  a  religious  and  national  centre,  of  the 
greatest  importance.  Till  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  in  586  b.c., 
the  throne  was  always  occupied  by  a  descendant  of  David. 

In  spite  of  the  Divine  command  to  refrain  from  any 
attempts,  to  win  back  the  revolted  tribes,  Judah  main¬ 
tained  a  desultory  warfare  with  Israel  till  the  time  of 
Jehoshaphat. 

In  Rehoboam ’s  reign  also  occurred  an  invasion  by 
Shishak  of  Egypt,  who  plundered  Jerusalem  and  the 
Temple. 

Abijam  (or  Abijah)  was  chiefly  occupied  by  war  with 
IV — Q  129 
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Jeroboam.  He  was  succeeded  by  Asa,  whose  long  reign 
is  memorable  for  the  fact  that  he  initiated  the  policy,  so 
often  copied  by  later  kings,  of  bribing  foreign  powers  to 
extricate  the  country  from  difficulties  with  its  neighbours. 
Baasha  of  Israel  had  fortified  Ramah  and  was  threaten¬ 
ing  Jerusalem  ;  Asa  thereupon  persuaded  Benhadad  I.  of 
Syria  to  intervene,  and,  on  the  retirement  of  Baasha, 
fortified  Geba  and  Mizpah  as  frontier  outposts.  Asa 
was  a  “  good  ”  king,  and  carried  through  a  religious 
reform,  but  according  to  the  Chronicles  he  was  rebuked  by 
Hanani  “  the  seer  ”  for  having  relied  on  help  from  Syria, 
instead  of  placing  his  trust  in  Jehovah. 

Jehoshaphat  ended  the  quarrel  with  Israel  and  showed 
his  acquiescence  in  the  division  of  the  kingdom  by  marry¬ 
ing  his  son  Jehoram  to  Athaliah,  the  daughter  of  Ahab 
and  Jezebel ;  and  later  he  joined  with  Israel  in  two  cam¬ 
paigns  (neither  of  which  proved  successful)  :  (i)  the  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  Syrians  which  ended  in  the  defeat  of 
the  allied  army  and  the  death  of  Ahab,  and  (2)  Jehoram 
of  Israel’s  invasion  of  Moab. 

The  only  other  event  of  interest  in  his  long  reign  was 
his  failure  to  establish  a  maritime  trade  on  the  Red  Sea. 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  Chronicles  magnify  the 
greatness  of  Jehoshaphat  as  a  successful  warrior,  an 
organiser  of  justice,  and  a  religious  reformer  who  had 
“  the  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  ”  taught  throughout 
Judah. 

Under  Jehoram,  probably  owing  to  the  influence  of 
his  wife  Athaliah,  it  seems  that  the  cult  of  Baal  was  intro¬ 
duced  and  encouraged.  According  to  Kings  he  defeated 
the  Edomites,  but  not  decisively,  as  Edom  “  in  his  days 
revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah.” 
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Ahaziah  joined  Jehoram  of  Israel  in  his  war  against 
Hazael  of  Syria,  and  when  Jehoram  was  recruiting  his 
strength  at  Jezreel  he  visited  him  there  and  suffered  the 
same  fate  at  the  hands  of  Jehu  and  the  mutineers  of  the 
Israelite  army. 


Rehoboam  :  c.  930  b.c. 

1  Kings  xiv.  21-31 

The  lowering  of  the  ideals  of  Jehovah-worship. — xiv.  21. 
And  Rehoboam  the  son  of  Solomon  reigned  in  Judah. 
Rehoboam  was  forty  and  one  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  he  reigned  seventeen  years  in  Jerusalem,  the 
city  which  the  Lord  did  choose  out  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  to  put  his  name  there.  And  his  mother’s  name 
was  Naamah  an  Ammonitess.  22.  And  Judah  did  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  they  provoked  him  to  jealousy 
with  their  sins  which  they  had  committed,  above  all  that 
their  fathers  had  done.  23.  For  they  also  built  them  high 
places,  and  images,  and  groves,  on  every  high  hill,  and 
under  every  green  tree.  24.  And  they  did  according  to  all 
the  abominations  of  the  nations  which  the  Lord  cast  out 
before  the  children  of  Israel. 

Invasion  by  Shishak  of  Egypt. — 25.  And  it  came  to  pass 
in  the  fifth  year  of  king  Rehoboam,  that  Shishak  king  of 
Egypt  came  up  against  Jerusalem  :  26.  and  he  took  away 
the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures 
of  the  king’s  house  ;  he  even  took  away  all :  and  he  took 

23.  These  often-repeated  condemnations  of  Jehovah-worship 
conducted  at  local  sanctuaries  (high  places)  in  connection  with 
sacred  pillars  of  stone  ( mazzeboth ),  and  of  wood  (asherim  = 

‘  groves  ’ )  are  always  to  be  taken  as  the  comment  of  an  age  later  than 
the  events  described. 

It  was  only  gradually  that  (i)  the  authorities  came  to  see  the 
importance  of  centralising  religious  worship  at  Jerusalem  and  the 
Temple  ;  and  consequently  that  (2)  what  was  done  away  with 
originally  from  motives  mainly  political  came  to  be  regarded  as  a 
positive  and  a  deliberate  sin. 

25,  Shishak  =  Sheshonlc  I.,  the  first  king  of  the  twenty-second 
Dynasty  :  see  Appendix  II. 
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away  all  the  shields  of  gold  which  Solomon  had  made.  27. 
And  king  Rehoboam  made  in  their  stead  brasen  shields, 
and  committed  them  unto  the  hands  of  the  chief  of  the 
guard,  which  kept  the  door  of  the  king’s  house.  28.  And 
it  was  so,  when  the  king  went  into  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
that  the  guard  bare  them,  and  brought  them  back  into 
the  guard  chamber. 

Death  of  Rehoboam. — 29.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Rehoboam,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  30.  And 
there  was  war  between  Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam  all 
their  days.  31.  And  Rehoboam  slept  with  his  fathers, 
and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David.  And 
his  mother’s  name  was  Naamah  an  Ammonitess.  And 
Abijam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Abijam  :  c.  920  b.c. 

1  Kings  xv.  1-3 

xv.  1.  Now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat  reigned  Abijam  over  Judah.  2.  Three 
years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name 
was  Maachah,  the  daughter  of  Abishalom.  3.  And  he 
walked  in  all  the  sins  of  his  father,  which  he  had  done 
before  him  :  and  his  heart  was  not  perfect  with  the  Lord 
his  God,  as  the  heart  of  David  his  father.  4.  Nevertheless 
for  David’s  sake  did  the  Lord  his  God  give  him  a  lamp 
in  Jerusalem,  to  set  up  his  son  after  him,  and  to  establish 
Jerusalem  :  5.  because  David  did  that  which  was  right 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  aside  from  any 
thing  that  he  commanded  him  all  the  days  of  his  life,  save 
only  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  the  Hittite.  7.  Now  the  rest 
of  the  acts  of  Abijam,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ? 
And  there  was  war  between  Abijam  and  Jeroboam.  8.  And 
Abijam  slept  with  his  fathers  ;  and  they  buried  him  in 
the  city  of  David  :  and  Asa  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

4.  lamp.  See  on  xi.  36,  p.  33. 

5.  Uriah.  David  had  caused  Uriah  to  be  killed,  and  had  then 
taken  his  widow  Bath-sheba  as  his  own  wife. 
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Asa  :  c.  917  b.c. 

1  Kings  xv-  9-24 

Religious  reform. — 9.  And  in  the  twentieth  year  of 
Jeroboam  king  of  Israel  reigned  Asa  over  Judah.  10. 
And  forty  and  one  years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem.  And 
his  mother’s  name  was  Maachah,  the  daughter  of  Abisha- 
lom.  11.  And  Asa  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  as  did  David  his  father.  12.  And  he  removed 
all  the  idols  that  his  fathers  had  made.  13.  And  also 
Maachah  his  mother,  even  her  he  removed  from  being 
queen,  because  she  had  made  an  idol  in  a  grove  ;  and 
Asa  destroyed  her  idol,  and  burnt  it  by  the  brook  Kidron. 
14.  But  the  high  places  were  not  removed  :  nevertheless 
Asa’s  heart  was  perfect  with  the  Lord  all  his  days.  15. 
And  he  brought  in  the  things  which  his  father  had  dedi¬ 
cated,  and  the  things  which  himself  had  dedicated,  into 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  silver  and  gold,  and  vessels. 

War  with  Israel,  ended  by  the  intervention  of  Syria. — 16. 
And  there  was  war  between  Asa  and  Baasha  king  of  Israel 
all  their  days.  17.  And  Baasha  king  of  Israel  went  up 
against  Judah,  and  built  Ramah,  that  he  might  not  suffer 
any  to  go  out  or  come  in  to  Asa  king  of  Judah.  18.  Then 
Asa  took  all  the  silver  and  the  gold  that  were  left  in  the 
treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of 
the  king’s  house,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of 
his  servants  :  and  king  Asa  sent  them  to  Ben-hadad,  the 
son  of  Tabrimon,  the  son  of  Hezion,  king  of  Syria,  that 
dwelt  at  Damascus,  saying,  19.  There  is  a  league  between 
me  and  thee,  and  between  my  father  and  thy  father :  be¬ 
hold,  I  have  sent  unto  thee  a  present  of  silver  and  gold  ; 
come  and  break  thy  league  with  Baasha  king  of  Israel, 
that  he  may  depart  from  me.  20.  So  Ben-hadad  hearkened 
unto  king  Asa,  and  sent  the  captains  of  the  hosts  which  he 
had  against  the  cities  of  Israel,  and  smote  Ijon,  and  Dan, 
and  Abel-beth-maachah,  and  all  Cinneroth,  with  all  the 
land  of  Naphtali.  21.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Baasha 

13.  an  idol  in  a  grove.  Read,  with  R.V.,  “  an  abominable  image 
for  an  Asherah." 

17.  built.  Better,  “fortified"  Ramah,  thus  practically 
blockading  Jerusalem. 

18.  Benhadad  I.  See  Appendix  III. 
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heard  thereof,  that  he  left  off  building  of  Ramah,  and 
dwelt  in  Tirzah.  22.  Then  king  Asa  made  a  proclamation 
throughout  all  Judah  ;  none  was  exempted  :  and  they 
took  away  the  stones  of  Ramah,  and  the  timber  thereof, 
wherewith  Baasha  had  builded  ;  and  king  Asa  built  with 
them  Geba  of  Benjamin,  and  Mizpah. 

Death  of  Asa. — 23.  The  rest  of  all  the  acts  of  Asa,  and 
all  his  might,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  the  cities  which  he 
built,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  Nevertheless  in  the  time  of  his 
old  age  he  was  diseased  in  his  feet.  24.  And  Asa  slept 
with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the 
city  of  David  his  father  :  and  Jehoshaphat  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead. 


Jehoshaphat:  c.  874  b.c. 

1  Kings  xxii.  41-50 

[N.B. — For  the  account  of  the  two  campaigns,  against 
Syria  and  Moab,  in  which  Jehoshaphat  joined  the  armies 
of  the  Northern  Kingdom,  see  pp.  72,  82.] 

xxii.  41.  And  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Asa  began  to 
reign  over  Judah  in  the  fourth  year  of  Ahab  king  of  Israel. 
42.  Jehoshaphat  was  thirty  and  five  years  old  when  he 
began  to  reign  ;  and  he  reigned  twenty  and  five  years 
in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name  was  Azubah  the 
daughter  of  Shilhi.  43.  And  he  walked  in  all  the  ways 
of  Asa  his  father  ;  he  turned  not  aside  from  it,  doing  that 
which  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  :  nevertheless  the 
high  places  were  not  taken  away  ;  for  the  people  offered 
and  burnt  incense  yet  in  the  high  places.  44.  And  J ehosha- 
phat  made  peace  with  the  king  of  Israel.  45.  Now  the 
rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoshaphat,  and  his  might  that  he 
shewed,  and  how  he  warred,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  47.  There 

was  then  no  king  in  Edom  :  a  deputy  was  king.  48. 
Jehoshaphat  made  ships  of  Tharshish  to  go  to  Ophir  for 
gold  :  but  they  went  not  ;  for  the  ships  were  broken  at 

47.  a  deputy,  i.e.  probably,  a  viceroy  acting  for  the  king  of  Judah. 
See  2  Kings  viii.  20,  p.  135. 

48.  ships  of  Tharshish.  See  on  x.  22,  p.  29. 
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Ezion-geber.  49.  Then  said  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Ahab  unto 
Jehoshaphat,  Let  my  servants  go  with  thy  servants  in 
the  ships.  But  Jehoshaphat  would  not. 

50.  And  Jehoshaphat  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was 
buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  his  father: 
and  Jehoram  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Jehoram  (Joram)  :  c.  849  b.c. 

2  Kings  viii.  16-24 

His  evil  reign. — viii.  16.  And  in  the  fifth  year  of  Joram 
the  son  of  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  Jehoshaphat  being  then 
king  of  Judah,  Jehoram  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  king  of 
Judah  began  to  reign.  17.  Thirty  and  two  years  old 
was  he  when  he  began  to  reign  ;  and  he  reigned  eight 
years  in  Jerusalem.  18.  And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the 
kings  of  Israel,  as  did  the  house  of  Ahab  :  for  the  daughter 
of  Ahab  was  his  wife  :  and  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord.  19.  Yet  the  Lord  would  not  destroy  Judah  for 
David  his  servant’s  sake,  as  he  promised  him  to  give  him 
alway  a  light,  and  to  his  children. 

Revolt  of  Edom. — 20.  In  his  days  Edom  revolted  from 
under  the  hand  of  Judah,  and  made  a  king  over  themselves. 
21.  So  Joram  went  over  to  Zair,  and  all  the  chariots  with 
him  :  and  he  rose  by  night,  and  smote  the  Edomites 
which  compassed  him  about,  and  the  captains  of  the 
chariots  :  and  the  people  fled  into  their  tents.  22.  Yet 
Edom  revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah  unto  this 
day.  Then  Libnah  revolted  at  the  same  time.  23.  And 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Joram,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of 
Judah  ?  24.  And  Joram  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was 

buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  :  and  Ahaziah 
his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

18.  the  daughter  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel  was  Athaliah  :  see  verse 
26,  where  she  is  called  the  daughter  of  Omri,  Ahab’s  father. 

21.  Evidently  Jehoram  was  completely  surrounded,  and  the 
victory  recorded  here  merely  enabled  him  to  effect  his  escape  : 
the  result  of  the  campaign  was  the  loss  of  Edom. 

22.  Libnah.  The  exact  position  of  this  town  is  not  known, 
but  it  was  somewhere  nearLachish,  and,  if  hostile,  would  be  a  thorn 
in  the  side  of  Judah.  See  2  Kings  xix.  8. 
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Ahaziah  :  c.  844  b.c. 

2  Kings  viii.  25— ix.  28 

His  evil  reign. — viii.  25.  In  the  twelfth  year  of  Joram 
the  son  of  Ahab  king  of  Israel  did  Ahaziah  the  son  of 
Jehoram  king  of  Judah  begin  to  reign.  26.  Two  and  twenty 
years  old  was  Ahaziah  when  he  began  to  reign  ;  and  he 
reigned  one  year  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name 
was  Athaliah,  the  daughter  of  Omri  king  of  Israel.  27. 
And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  house  of  Ahab,  and  did 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as  did  the  house  of  Ahab  : 
for  he  was  the  son  in  law  of  the  house  of  Ahab. 

His  alliance  with  Joram  of  Israel,  and  his  death  at  the 
hands  of  Jehu. — 28.  And  he  went  with  Joram  the  son  of 
Ahab  to  the  war  against  Hazael  king  of  Syria  in  Ramoth- 
gilead  ;  and  the  Syrians  wounded  Joram.  29.  And  king 
Joram  went  back  to  be  healed  in  Jezreel  of  the  wounds 
which  the  Syrians  had  given  him  at  Ramah,  when  he 
fought  against  Hazael  king  of  Syria.  And  Ahaziah  the 
son  of  Jehoram  king  of  Judah  went  down  to  see  Joram 
the  son  of  Ahab  in  Jezreel,  because  he  was  sick. 

[N.B. — For  the  events  that  occurred  at  Jezreel  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  conspiracy  of  Jehu,  see  p.  99.] 

ix.  27.  But  when  Ahaziah  the  king  of  Judah  saw  this, 
he  fled  by  the  way  of  the  garden  house.  And  Jehu  fol¬ 
lowed  after  him,  and  said,  Smite  him  also  in  the  chariot. 
And  they  did  so  at  the  going  up  to  Gur  which  is  by  Ibleam. 
And  he  fled  to  Megiddo,  and  died  there.  28.  And  his 
servants  carried  him  in  a  chariot  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried 
him  in  his  sepulchre  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  JUDAH: 

ATHALIAH  TO  AHAZ 

C.  842-727  B.C. 

After  the  death  of  Ahaziah  the  throne  was  usurped  for 
six  years  by  Athaliah,  Ahaziah ’s  mother,  who  was  as 
27.  saw  this,  i.e.  the  murder  of  Joram  of  Israel  by  Jehu. 
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masterful  and  ambitious  as  her  mother  Jezebel.  She 
tried  to  secure  her  position  by  the  slaughter  of  all  the 
male  members  of  the  royal  family :  but  Jehosheba,  Aha- 
ziah’s  sister,  and  Jehoiada,  the  priest,  saved  the  young 
prince  Joash,  and  hid  him  until  they  saw  their  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  setting  him  on  the  throne.  This  they  accom¬ 
plished  by  a  successful  conspiracy,  and  Athaliah  was 
slain. 

In  the  reign  of  Joash  (or  Jehoash)  the  worship  of  Baal 
was  rooted  out,  and  special  efforts  were  made  for  the 
repair  of  the  Temple.  According  to  the  Chronicles  Joash 
afterwards  lapsed  into  idolatry. 

An  invasion  by  Hazael  of  Syria  was  warded  off  by  the 
usual  expedient  of  a  bribe  with  treasure  from  the  Temple 
and  the  royal  palace.  Joash  was  killed  by  conspirators. 

Amaziah  is  said  by  the  Chronicler  to  have  obeyed  the 
law  in  sparing  the  children  of  his  father’s  murderers. 
He  inflicted  a  severe  defeat  on  the  Edomites,  but  was 
defeated  himself  at  Beth-shemesh  by  Jehoash  of  Israel 
in  a  war  that  he  had  foolishly  provoked.  He  too,  like  his 
father,  was  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy. 

Azariah  (or  Uzziah)  is  said  to  have  reigned  for  fifty- 
two  years.  The  only  information  about  him  that  we  are 
given  in  Kings  is  that  he  “  built  Elath,”  and  that  he 
was  stricken  with  leprosy,  which  compelled  him  to  hand 
over  the  government  to  his  son  Jotham  as  regent.  But 
Chronicles  records  successes  against  both  Philistines  and 
Arabians,  and  magnifies  his  military  power,  and  adds  that 
he  was  punished  with  leprosy  for  daring  to  burn  incense 
on  the  altar  in  the  Holy  Place. 

In  the  reign  of  Jotham  began  the  Syro-Ephraimite 
war,  in  which  Judah  had  to  defend  herself  against  the 
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combined  attack  of  Pekah  of  Israel  and  Rezin  of  Syria. 
Jotham’s  successor,  Ahaz,  could  make  no  headway  against 
this  alliance  :  Jerusalem  was  in  a  state  of  siege,  and 
Elath  was  lost  to  the  Syrians.  In  despair  therefore  he 
bought  the  intervention  of  Tiglath-pileser  III.  of  Assyria, 
with  the  result  that  both  Israel  and  Syria  were  subdued 
(735,  732  b.c.)  by  the  Assyrians.  This  step  on  the  part 
of  Ahaz  was  taken  in  spite  of  the  advice  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  who  urged  a  policy  of  isolation. 

The  only  other  event  of  interest  was  the  visit  of  Ahaz 
to  Damascus,  whence  he  sent  the  pattern  of  an  altar 
he  saw  :  a  copy  was  made,  and  the  new  altar  was  given 
the  place  of  honour  in  front  of  the  Temple. 


Usurpation  of  Athaliah  :  c.  842  b.c. 

2  Kings  xi.  1-16 

Conspiracy  of  Athaliah,  and  the  saving  of  Joash. — xi.  1. 
And  when  Athaliah  the  mother  of  Ahaziah  saw  that  her 
son  was  dead,  she  arose  and  destroyed  all  the  seed  royal. 
2.  But  Jehosheba,  the  daughter  of  king  Joram,  sister  of 
Ahaziah,  took  Joash  the  son  of  Ahaziah,  and  stole  him 
from  among  the  king’s  sons  which  were  slain  ;  and  they 
hid  him,  even  him  and  his  nurse,  in  the  bedchamber  from 
Athaliah,  so  that  he  was  not  slain.  3.  And  he  was  with 
her  hid  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  six  years.  And  Athaliah 
did  reign  over  the  land. 

Jehoiada' s  plot  to  put  Joash  on  the  throne. — 4.  And  the 
seventh  year  Jehoiada  sent  and  fetched  the  rulers  over 
hundreds,  with  the  captains  and  the  guard,  and  brought 
them  to  him  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  made  a 
covenant  with  them,  and  took  an  oath  of  them  in  the  house 

2.  Jehosheba,  according  to  Chronicles  (2  Chron.  xxii.  11),  was 
the  wife  of  the  priest  Jehoiada. 

4.  with  the  captains  and  the  guard.  Read,  “of  the  Carites  and 
of  the  guard.”  The  Carites  were  a  bodyguard  of  mercenaries,  like 
David’s  Cherethites  and  Pelethites  (see  1  Kings  i.  38). 
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of  the  Lord,  and  shewed  them  the  king’s  son.  5.  And  he 
commanded  them,  saying,  This  is  the  thing  that  ye  shall 
do  ;  A  third  part  of  you  that  enter  in  on  the  sabbath  shall 
even  be  keepers  of  the  watch  of  the  king’s  house  ;  7.  and 
two  parts  of  all  you  that  go  forth  on  the  sabbath,  even 
they  shall  keep  the  watch  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  about 
the  king.  6.  And  a  third  part  shall  be  at  the  gate  of  Sur  ; 
and  a  third  part  at  the  gate  behind  the  guard  ;  so  shall 
ye  keep  the  watch  of  the  house,  that  it  be  not  broken 
down.  8.  And  ye  shall  compass  the  king  round  about, 
every  man  with  his  weapons  in  his  hand  :  and  he  that 
cometh  within  the  ranges,  let  him  be  slain  :  and  be  ye 
with  the  king  as  he  goeth  out  and  as  he  cometh  in.  9. 
And  the  captains  over  the  hundreds  did  according  to  all 
things  that  Jehoiada  the  priest  commanded  :  and  they 
took  every  man  his  men  that  were  to  come  in  on  the 
sabbath,  with  them  that  should  go  out  on  the  sabbath, 
and  came  to  Jehoiada  the  priest.  10.  And  to  the  captains 
over  hundreds  did  the  priest  give  king  David’s  spears  and 
shields,  that  were  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  ii.  And 
the  guard  stood,  every  man  with  his  weapons  in  his  hand, 
round  about  the  king,  from  the  right  corner  of  the  temple 
to  the  left  corner  of  the  temple,  along  by  the  altar  and 
the  temple. 

Its  success ;  Joash  crowned,  and  Athaliah  slain . — 12. 
And  he  brought  forth  the  king’s  son,  and  put  the  crown 
upon  him,  and  gave  him  the  testimony  ;  and  they  made 
him  king,  and  anointed  him  ;  and  they  clapped  their 

5-7.  On  the  Sabbath  the  usual  course  was  for  two  companies  of 
the  royal  guard  to  take  up  their  position  at  the  Temple,  while  the 
third  company,  whom  they  relieved,  returned  to  the  Palace.  Je- 
hoiada’s  plan  was  to  keep  the  third  company,  thus  concentrating 
the  whole  of  the  troops  round  the  young  king,  while  Athaliah  at 
the  Paldce  was  left  defenceless.  This  appears  to  be  the  general 
idea  of  the  plot ;  but  the  details  of  verse  6,  cannot  be  explained 
unless  we  place  it  after  verse  7  and  treat  it  as  a  gloss  on  that 
verse  (i.e.  inserted  by  an  editor  to  make  clear  what  happened). 

8.  ranges  =  ranks. 

11.  The  position  of  the  troops  is  not  altogether  clear.  Probably 
they  were  drawn  up  along  two  sides  of  a  triangle  from  the  ends  of 
the  Porch  to  the  great  Altar,  thus  completely  screening  the  king 
when  he  appeared. 

12.  the  testimony  must  have  been  some  book  of  the  Law. 
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hands,  and  said,  God  save  the  king.  13.  And  when  Atha- 
liah  heard  the  noise  of  the  guard  and  of  the  people,  she 
came  to  the  people  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  14.  And 
when  she  looked,  behold,  the  king  stood  by  a  pillar,  as 
the  manner  was,  and  the  princes  and  the  trumpeters  by 
the  king,  and  all  the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced,  and 
blew  their  trumpets  :  and  Athaliah  rent  her  clothes,  and 
cried,  Treason,  Treason.  15.  But  Jehoiada  the  priest 
commanded  the  captains  of  the  hundreds,  the  officers  of 
the  host,  and  said  unto  them,  Have  her  forth  between  the 
ranges  :  and  him  that  followeth  her  kill  with  the  sword. 
For  the  priest  had  said,  Let  her  not  be  slain  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord.  16.  And  they  laid  hands  on  her ;  and  she 
went  by  the  way  by  the  which  the  horses  came  into  the 
king’s  house  :  and  there  was  she  slain. 

Joash  (Jehoash)  :  c.  836  B.C. 


2  Kings  xi.  17— xii.  21 

Jehoiada’s  measures  to  strengthen  the  throne. — 17.  And 
Jehoiada  made  a  covenant  between  the  Lord  and  the 
king  and  the  people,  that  they  should  be  the  Lord’s 
people  ;  between  the  king  also  and  the  people.  18.  And 
all  the  people  of  the  land  went  into  the  house  of  Baal, 
and  brake  it  down  ;  his  altars  and  his  images  brake  they 
in  pieces  thoroughly,  and  slew  Mattan  the  priest  of  Baal 
before  the  altars.  And  the  priest  appointed  officers  over 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  19.  And  he  took  the  rulers  over 
hundreds,  and  the  captains,  and  the  guard,  and  all  the 
people  of  the  land  ;  and  they  brought  down  the  king 
from  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  came  by  the  way  of  the 
gate  of  the  guard  to  the  king’s  house.  And  he  sat  on  the 
throne  of  the  kings.  20.  And  all  the  people  of  the  land 
rejoiced,  and  the  city  was  in  quiet  :  and  they  slew  Athaliah 
with  the  sword  beside  the  king’s  house.  21.  Seven  years 
old  was  Jehoash  when  he  began  to  reign. 

Good  reign  of  Joash. — xii.  1.  In  the  seventh  year  of 

14.  a  pillar.  Perhaps  either  Jachin  or  Boaz. 

15.  between  the  ranges,  i.e.  surrounded  by  the  ranks  of  soldiers, 
so  that  she  could  not  escape. 
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Jehu  Jehoash  began  to  reign  ;  and  forty  years  reigned 
he  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name  was  Zibiah  of 
Beer-sheba.  2.  And  Jehoash  did  that  which  was  right 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  all  his  days  wherein  Jehoiada  the 
priest  instructed  him.  3.  But  the  high  places  were  not 
taken  away :  the  people  still  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense 
in  the  high  places. 

Repairing  of  the  Temple. — 4.  And  Jehoash  said  to  the 
priests,  All  the  money  which  in  the  form  of  consecration  gifts 
is  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  the  money  which 
comes  from  each  man's  assessment,  the  money  from  the  persons 
whose  value  is  estimated,  and  all  the  money  that  cometh 
into  any  man’s  heart  to  bring  into  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
5.  let  the  priests  take  it  to  them,  every  man  of  his 
acquaintance  :  and  let  them  repair  the  breaches  of  the 
house,  wheresoever  any  breach  shall  be  found.  6.  But 
it  was  so,  that  in  the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  king 
Jehoash  the  priests  had  not  repaired  the  breaches  of  the 
house.  7.  Then  king  Jehoash  called  for  Jehoiada  the 
priest,  and  the  other  priests,  and  said  unto  them,  Why 
repair  ye  not  the  breaches  of  the  house  ?  now  therefore 
receive  no  more  money  of  your  acquaintance,  but  deliver 
it  for  the  breaches  of  the  house.  8.  And  the  priests  con¬ 
sented  to  receive  no  more  money  of  the  people,  neither  to 
repair  the  breaches  of  the  house.  9.  But  Jehoiada  the 
priest  took  a  chest,  and  bored  a  hole  in  the  lid  of  it  and 
set  it  beside  the  altar,  on  the  right  side  as  one  cometh  into 
the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  the  priests  that  kept  the 
door  put  therein  all  the  money  that  was  brought  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  10.  And  it  was  so,  when  they  saw 
that  there  was  much  money  in  the  chest,  that  the  king’s 
scribe  and  the  high  priest  came  up,  and  they  put  up  in 
bags,  and  told  the  money  that  was  found  in  the  house 

4.  The  words  printed  in  italics  are  taken  from  Dr.  Kent’s  version. 
The  money  referred  to  was  of  two  kinds  :  (1 )  fixed  rates  assessed  by 
the  priests,  (2)  voluntary  contributions. 

7-10.  The  priests  had  been  receiving  contributions,  but  had  not 
done  the  work  ;  now  they  were  to  hand  over  what  they  had  got, 
and  leave  the  repairing  of  the  Temple  to  the  king,  who  invented 
the  money-box  system.  The  box  was  opened  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  sum  contained  duly  counted  (“  told  ”)  and  recorded  in  a 
businesslike  manner. 
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of  the  Lord.  ii.  And  they  gave  the  money,  being  told, 
into  the  hands  of  them  that  did  the  work,  that  had  the 
oversight  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  they  laid  it  out 
to  the  carpenters  and  builders,  that  wrought  upon  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  12.  And  to  masons,  and  hewers  of 
stone,  and  to  buy  timber  and  hewed  stone  to  repair  the 
breaches  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  all  that  was 
laid  out  for  the  house  to  repair  it.  13.  Howbeit  there  were 
not  made  for  the  house  of  the  Lord  bowls  of  silver,  snuffers, 
basons,  trumpets,  any  vessels  of  gold,  or  vessels  of  silver, 
of  the  money  that  was  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  : 

14.  but  they  gave  that  to  the  workmen,  and  repaired 
therewith  the  house  of  the  Lord.  15.  Moreover  they 
reckoned  not  with  the  men,  into  whose  hand  they  delivered 
the  money  to  be  bestowed  on  workmen  :  for  they  dealt 
faithfully.  16.  The  money  for  the  guilt  offerings,  and  the 
money  for  the  sin  offerings,  was  not  brought  into  the  house 
of  the  Lord  :  it  was  the  priests’. 

Martyrdom  of  Zechariah,  son  of  Jehoiada. — 2  Chron.  xxiv. 

15.  But  Jehoiada  waxed  old,  and  was  full  of  days  when  he 
died  ;  an  hundred  and  thirty  years  old  was  he  when  he 
died.  16.  And  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David 
among  the  kings,  because  he  had  done  good  in  Israel,  both 
toward  God,  and  toward  his  house.  17.  Now  after  the  death 
of  Jehoiada  came  the  princes  of  Judah,  and  made  obeisance 
to  the  king.  Then  the  king  hearkened  unto  them.  18. 
And  they  left  the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers, 
and  served  groves  and  idols  :  and  wrath  came  upon  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  for  this  their  trespass.  19.  Yet  he  sent 
prophets  to  them,  to  bring  them  again  unto  the  Lord  ; 
and  they  testified  against  them  :  but  they  would  not  give 
ear.  20.  And  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Zechariah  the 
son  of  Jehoiada  the  priest,  which  stood  above  the  people, 
and  said  unto  them,  Thus  saith  God,  Why  transgress  ye 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  that  ye  cannot  prosper  ? 
because  ye  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  he  hath  also  forsaken 

16.  guilt  offering,  etc.  See  note  on  1  Kings  viii.  63,  p.  24. 
The  words  in  italics  are  taken  from  the  R.V. 

2  Chron.  xxiv.  15-22.  See  the  reference  to  the  murder  of  Zecha¬ 
riah  in  Matt,  xxiii.  35  ;  and  contrast  the  last  words  of  Stephen, 
Acts  vii.  60. 
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you.  21.  And  they  conspired  against  him,  and  stoned 
him  with  stones  at  the  commandment  of  the  king  in  the 
court  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  22.  Thus  Joash  the  king 
remembered  not  the  kindness  which  Jehoiada  his  father 
had  done  to  him,  but  slew  his  son.  And  when  he  died, 
he  said,  The  Lord  look  upon  it,  and  require  it. 

Hazael  of  Syria,  invading  Palestine,  is  bought  off  by  Joash 
with  Temple  treasure. — 2  K.  xii.  17.  Then  Hazael  king  of 
Syria  went  up,  and  fought  against  Gath,  and  took  it  :  and 
Hazael  set  his  face  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem.  18.  And  Jehoash 
king  of  Judah  took  all  the  hallowed  things  that  Jehosha- 
phat,  and  Jehoram,  and  Ahaziah,  his  fathers,  kings  of 
Judah,  had  dedicated,  and  his  own  hallowed  things,  and 
all  the  gold  that  was  found  in  the  treasures  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  king’s  house,  and  sent  it  to  Hazael 
king  of  Syria  :  and  he  went  away  from  Jerusalem. 

Joash  slain  by  conspirators. — 19.  And  the  rest  of  the 
acts  of  Joash,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written 
in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  20. 

And  his  servants  arose,  and  made  a  conspirac}',  and  slew 
Joash  in  the  house  of  Millo,  which  goeth  down  to  Silla. 
21.  For  Jozachar  the  son  of  Shimeath,  and  Jehozabad  the 
son  of  Sliomer,  his  servants,  smote  him,  and  he  died  ;  and 
they  buried  him  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  : 
and  Amaziah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


Amaziah  :  c.  797  b.c. 

2  Kings  xiv.  1-2 

His  good  reign. — xiv.  1.  In  the  second  year  of  Joash 
son  of  Jehoahaz  king  of  Israel  reigned  Amaziah  the  son 
of  Joash  king  of  Judah.  2.  He  was  twenty  and  five  years 
old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  reigned  twenty  and  nine 
years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name  was  Jehoad- 
dan  of  Jerusalem.  3.  And  he  did  that  which  was  right 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  yet  not  like  David  his  father  : 
he  did  according  to  all  things  as  Joash  his  father  did. 

20.  Millo  .  .  .  Silla.  Nothing  definite  is  known  of  these  ;  but  for 
the  name  Millo  see  on  i  Kings  ix.  15,  p.  26. 
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4.  Howbeit  the  high  places  were  not  taken  away :  as  yet 
the  people  did  sacrifice  and  burnt  incense  on  the  high  places. 

His  punishment  of  his  father's  murderers,  and  his  success 
against  Edom . — 5.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  the 
kingdom  was  confirmed  in  his  hand,  that  he  slew  his  ser¬ 
vants  which  had  slain  the  king  his  father.  6.  But  the 
children  of  the  murderers  he  slew  not :  according  unto  that 
which  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Moses,  wherein 
the  Lord  commanded,  saying,  The  fathers  shall  not  be 
put  to  death  for  the  children,  nor  the  children  be  put  to 
death  for  the  fathers  ;  but  every  man  shall  be  put  to 
death  for  his  own  sin.  7.  He  slew  of  Edom  in  the  valley 
of  salt  ten  thousand,  and  took  Selah  by  war,  and  called 
the  name  of  it  Joktheel  unto  this  day. 

His  defeat  by  Jehoash  of  Israel :  Jerusalem  dismantled 
and  plundered. — 8.  Then  Amaziah  sent  messengers  to 
Jehoash,  the  son  of  Jehoahaz  son  of  Jehu,  king  of  Israel, 
saying,  Come,  let  us  look  one  another  in  the  face.  9.  And 
Jehoash  the  king  of  Israel  sent  to  Amaziah  king  of  Judah, 
saying,  The  thistle  that  was  in  Lebanon  sent  to  the  cedar 
that  was  in  Lebanon,  saying,  Give  thy  daughter  to  my 
son  to  wife  :  and  there  passed  by  a  wild  beast  that  was  in 
Lebanon,  and  trode  down  the  thistle.  10.  Thou  hast 
indeed  smitten  Edom,  and  thine  heart  hath  lifted  thee  up  : 
glory  of  this,  and  tarry  at  home  :  for  why  shouldest 
thou  meddle  to  thy  hurt,  that  thou  shouldest  fall,  even 
thou,  and  Judah  with  thee  ?  11.  But  Amaziah  would 

not  hear.  Therefore  Jehoash  king  of  Israel  went  up  ;  and 
he  and  Amaziah  king  of  Judah  looked  one  another  in  the 
face  at  Beth-shemesh,  which  belongeth  to  Judah.  12. 
And  Judah  was  put  to  the  worse  before  Israel ;  and  they 
fled  every  man  to  their  tents.  13.  And  Jehoash  king  of 
Israel  took  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  the  son  of  Jehoash 
the  son  of  Ahaziah,  at  Beth-shemesh,  and  came  to  Jeru¬ 
salem,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  from  the  gate 

6.  The  law  referred  to  is  Deuteronomy  (Deut.  xxiv.  16),  “the 
only  law-book  known  to  the  compiler’ ’  (Skinner).  The  custom 
of  the  time,  on  which  Amaziah  improved,  was  to  condemn  the 
whole  family,  thus  punishing  the  innocent  with  the  guilty  ( cp .  the 
deaths  of  Dathan  and  Abiram,  and  later  of  Achan,  with  2  Kings 
ix.  26,  p.  99). 
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of  Ephraim  unto  the  corner  gate,  four  hundred  cubits. 
14.  And  he  took  all  the  gold  and  silver,  and  all  the  vessels 
that  were  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
treasures  of  the  king’s  house,  and  hostages,  and  returned 
to  Samaria. 

He  is  slain  by  conspirators. — 17.  And  Amaziah  the  son 
of  Joash  king  of  Judah  lived  after  the  death  of  Jehoash 
son  of  Jehoahaz  king  of  Israel  fifteen  years.  18.  And  the 
rest  of  the  acts  of  Amaziah,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  19.  Now 

they  made  a  conspiracy  against  him  in  Jerusalem  :  and 
he  fled  to  Lachish  ;  but  they  sent  after  him  to  Lachish, 
and  slew  him  there.  20.  And  they  brought  him  on  horses  : 
and  he  was  buried  at  Jerusalem  with  his  fathers  in  the 
city  of  David.  21.  And  all  the  people  of  Judah  took 
Azariah,  which  was  sixteen  yean  old,  and  made  him  king 
instead  of  his  father  Amaziah. 

Azariah  (Uzziah)  :  c.  77S  b.c. 

2  Kings  xv.  1-7  and  xiv.  22 

His  good  reign. — xv.  1.  In  the  twenty  and  seventh  year 
of  Jeroboam  king  of  Israel  began  Azariah  son  of  Amaziah 
king  of  Judah  to  reign.  2.  Sixteen  years  old  was  he  when 
he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  two  and  fifty  years 
in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name  was  Jecholiah  of 
Jerusalem.  3.  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  his  father  Amaziah 
had  done  ;  4.  save  that  the  high  places  were  not  removed  : 
the  people  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  still  on  the  high 
places. 

Restores  Elath  to  Judah. — xiv.  22.  He  built  Elath,  and 
restored' it  to  Judah,  after  that  the  king  [Amaziah)  slept 
with  his  fathers. 

The  king  becomes  a  leper  :  regency  of  Jotham. — xv.  5. 
And  the  Lord  smote  the  king,  so  that  he  was  a  leper 
unto  the  day  of  his  death,  and  dwelt  in  a  several  house. 
And  Jotham  the  king’s  son  was  over  the  house,  judging 
the  people  of  the  land.  6.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 

5.  several  =  separate,  i.e.  apart. 
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Azariah,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  7.  So 

Azariah  slept  with  his  fathers  ;  and  they  buried  him  with 
his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David:  and  Jotham  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 


THE  WITNESS  OF  THE  PROPHETS: 

AMOS  AND  ISAIAH 

1.  The  Indictment  of  Judah 
Amos  ii.  4,  5 

ii.  4.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  ;  For  three  transgressions 
of  Judah,  and  for  four,  I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment 
thereof  ;  because  they  have  despised  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
and  have  not  kept  his  commandments,  and  their  lies 
caused  them  to  err,  after  the  which  their  fathers  have 
walked  : 

5.  But  I  will  send  a  fire  upon  Judah,  and  it  shall  devour 
the  palaces  of  Jerusalem. 

2.  Isaiah’s  Vision 

Isa.  vi.  1-12 

vi.  1.  In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died  I  saw  also 
the  Lord  sitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and 
his  train  filled  the  temple. 

2.  Above  it  stood  the  seraphims  :  each  one  had  six 
wings  ;  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and  with  twain 
he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly. 

3.  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  said,  Holy,  holy, 
holy,  is  the  Lord  of  hosts  :  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his 
glory. 

4.  And  the  posts  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice  of  him 
that  cried,  and  the  house  was  filled  with  smoke. 

5.  Then  said  I,  Woe  is  me  !  for  I  am  undone  ;  because 
I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of 

4.  For  three  .  .  .  and  for  four,  i.e.  in  consequence  of  the  sins  of 
Judah,  which  are  many,  more  than  just  one  or  two. 
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a  people  of  unclean  lips  :  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King, 
the  Lord  of  hosts. 

6.  Then  flew  one  of  the  seraphims  unto  me,  having  a 
live  coal  in  his  hand,  which  he  had  taken  with  the  tongs 
from  off  the  altar  : 

7.  And  he  laid  it  upon  my  mouth,  and  said,  Lo,  this 
hath  touched  thy  lips  ;  and  thine  iniquity  is  taken  away, 
and  thy  sin  purged. 

8.  Also  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying,  Whom 
shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?  Then  said  I,  Here 
am  I ;  send  me. 

9.  And  he  said,  Go,  and  tell  this  people,  Hear  ye  indeed, 
but  understand  not ;  and  see  ye  indeed,  but  perceive  not. 

10.  Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their 
ears  heavy,  and  shut  their  eyes  ;  lest  they  see  with  their 
eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and  understand  with  their 
heart,  and  convert,  and  be  healed. 

11.  Then  said  I,  Lord,  how  long  ?  And  he  answered, 
Until  the  cities  be  wasted  without  inhabitants,  and  the 
houses  without  man,  and  the  land  be  utterly  desolate, 

12.  And  the  Lord  have  removed  men  far  away,  and 
there  be  a  great  forsaking  in  the  midst  of  the  land. 

3.  Judah’s  Sins 
Isa.  v.  8-23 

The  evil  of  great  estates. — v.  8.  Woe  unto  them  that 
join  house  to  house,  that  lay  field  to  field,  till  there  be  no 
place,  that  they  may  be  placed  alone  in  the  midst  of  the 
earth  ! 

9.  In  mine  ears  said  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Of  a  truth  many 
houses  shall  be  desolate,  even  great  and  fair,  without 
inhabitant. 

10.  Yea,  ten  acres  of  vineyard  shall  yield  one  bath,  and 
the  seed  of  an  homer  shall  yield  an  ephah. 

9,  10.  There  is  an  ironical  force  in  these  words  of  Jehovah.  The 
obstinacy  of  the  people  was  so  wilful  that  there  seemed  to  be  pur¬ 
pose  in  it.  Cp.  our  Lord’s  use  of  the  passage.  Matt.  xiii.  14.  1 5* 

10.  convert  =  turn. 

10.  The  bath,  or  ephah  =  one-tenth  of  the  Homer,  or  Kor, 
which  was  about  1 1  bushels,  dry  measure  ;  the  bath,  liquid  measure, 
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Luxury. — 11.  Woe  unto  them  that  rise  up  early  in  the 
morning,  that  they  may  follow  strong  drink  ;  that  con¬ 
tinue  until  night,  till  wine  inflame  them  ! 

12.  And  the  harp,  and  the  viol,  the  tabret,  and  pipe, 
and  wine,  are  in  their  feasts  :  but  they  regard  not  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  neither  consider  the  operation  of  his 
hands. 

Scepticism. — 18.  Woe  unto  them  that  draw  iniquity 
with  cords  of  vanity,  and  sin  as  it  were  with  a  cart  rope  : 

19.  That  say,  Let  him  make  speed,  and  hasten  his 
work,  that  we  may  see  it  :  and  let  the  counsel  of  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel  draw  nigh  and  come,  that  we  may 
know  it  ! 

Moral  blindness. — 20.  Woe  unto  them  that  call  evil 
good,  and  good  evil ;  that  put  darkness  for  light,  and 
light  for  darkness  ;  that  put  bitter  for  sweet,  and  sweet 
for  bitter  ! 

Moral  priggishness. — 21.  Woe  unto  them  that  are  wise 
in  their  own  eyes,  and  prudent  in  their  own  sight  ! 

Venality. — 22.  Woe  unto  them  that  are  mighty  to 
drink  wine,  and  men  of  strength  to  mingle  strong  drink  : 

23.  Which  justify  the  wicked  for  reward,  and  take  away 
the  righteousness  of  the  righteous  from  him  ! 

Oppression  and  injustice. — x.  1.  Woe  unto  them  that 
decree  unrighteous  decrees,  and  that  write  grievousness 
which  they  have  prescribed  ; 

2.  To  turn  aside  the  needy  from  judgment,  and  to 
take  away  the  right  from  the  poor  of  my  people,  that 
widows  may  be  their  prey,  and  that  they  may  rob  the 
fatherless  ! 

was  about  9  gallons.  So  the  force  of  the  verse  is,  “  much  toil  and 
little  profit  ”  :  the  country  will  become  bleak  and  barren. 

18  and  19  describes  the  intellectual  sceptic  or  atheist,  whose 
cleverness  prompts  him  to  challenge  the  Divine  wrath.  “  By 
their  sin  they  draw  upon  themselves  further  sin,  as  a  bullock  draws 
a  cart  after  him.  Sin  here  is,  of  course,  a  noun  and  not  a  verb" 
(Woods  and  Powell). 

23.  justify,  i.e.  give  verdicts  in  favour  of  the  wicked  in  return 
for  a  bribe. 

righteousness  here  practical^  means  “legal innocence.” 

1.  and  that  write — prescribed:  read,  with  R.V.,  “and  to  the 
writers  that  write  perverseness.” 
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Jotham:  c.  740  b.c. 

2  Kings  xv.  32-38 

xv.  32.  In  the  second  year  of  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah 
king  of  Israel  began  Jotham  the  son  of  Uzziah  king  of 
Judah  to  reign.  33.  Five  and  twenty  years  old  was  he 
when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  sixteen  years  in 
Jerusalem.  And  his  mother’s  name  was  Jerusha,  the 
daughter  of  Zadok.  34.  And  he  did  that  which  was  right 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  did  according  to  all  that 
his  father  Uzziah  had  done.  35.  Howbeit  the  high  places 
were  not  removed :  the  people  sacrificed  and  burned 
incense  still  in  the  high  places.  He  built  the  higher  gate 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  36.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts 
of  Jotham,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  37.  In 

those  days  the  Lord  began  to  send  against  Judah  Rezin 
the  king  of  Syria,  and  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah.  38. 
And  Jotham  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with 
his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David  his  father :  and  Ahaz  his 
son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Ahaz  :  c.  736  b.c. 

2  Kings  xvi 

His  evil  reign. — xvi.  1.  In  the  seventeenth  year  of 
Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah  Ahaz  the  son  of  Jotham  king 
of  Judah  began  to  reign.  2.  Twenty  years  old  was  Ahaz 
when  he  began  to  reign,  and  reigned  sixteen  years  in 
Jerusalem,  and  did  not  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  his  God,  like  David  his  father.  3.  But  he 
walked  In  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  yea,  and  made 
his  son  to  pass  through  the  fire,  according  to  the  abomina¬ 
tions  of  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  cast  out  from  be¬ 
fore  the  children  of  Israel.  4.  And  he  sacrificed  and 
burnt  incense  in  the  high  places,  and  on  the  hills,  and 
under  every  green  tree. 

xv.  35.  the  higher  gate.  i.e.  he  restored  the  gate  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Temple. 
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Hard  pressed  by  Israel  and  Syria,  he  bribes  Assyria  to 
intervene. — 5.  Then  Rezin  king  of  Syria  and  Pekah  son 
of  Remaliah  king  of  Israel  came  up  to  Jerusalem  to  war : 
and  they  besieged  Ahaz  but  could  not  overcome  him.  6. 
At  that  time  Rezin  king  of  Syria  recovered  Elath  to  Syria, 
and  drave  the  Jews  from  Elath  :  and  the  Syrians  came 
to  Elath,  and  dwelt  there  unto  this  day.  7.  So  Ahaz  sent 
messengers  to  Tiglath-pileser  king  of  Assyria,  saying,  I 
am  thy  servant  and  thy  son :  come  up,  and  save  me  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria,  and  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  king  of  Israel,  which  rise  up  against  me.  8.  And  Ahaz 
took  the  silver  and  gold  that  was  found  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king’s  house,  and 
sent  it  for  a  present  to  the  king  of  Assyria.  9.  And  the 
king  of  Assyria  hearkened  unto  him  :  for  the  king  of 
Assyria  went  up  against  Damascus,  and  took  it,  and  carried 
the  people  of  it  captive  to  Kir,  and  slew  Rezin. 

His  great  brazen  altar,  a  copy  from  one  at  Damascus. — 
10.  And  king  Ahaz  went  to  Damascus  to  meet  Tiglath- 
pileser  king  of  Assyria,  and  saw  an  altar  that  was  at 
Damascus :  and  king  Ahaz  sent  to  Urijah  the  priest  the 
fashion  of  the  altar,  and  the  pattern  of  it,  according  to 
all  the  workmanship  thereof.  11.  And  Urijah  the  priest 
built  an  altar  according  to  all  that  king  Ahaz  had  sent 
from  Damascus :  so  Urijah  the  priest  made  it  against 
king  Ahaz  came  from  Damascus.  12.  And  when  the  king 
was  come  from  Damascus,  the  king  saw  the  altar :  and 
the  king  approached  to  the  altar,  and  offered  thereon. 
13.  And  he  burnt  his  burnt  offering  and  his  meal  offering, 
and  poured  his  drink  offering,  and  sprinkled  the  blood  of 
his  peace  offerings,  upon  the  altar.  14.  And  he  brought 
also  the  brasen  altar,  which  was  before  the  Lord,  from 
the  forefront  of  the  house,  from  between  the  altar  and  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  put  it  on  the  north  side  of  the 
altar.  15.  And  king  Ahaz  commanded  Urijah  the  priest, 
saying,  Upon  the  great  altar  bum  the  morning  burnt 
offering,  and  the  evening  meal  offering,  and  the  king’s 
burnt  sacrifice,  and  his  meal  offering,  with  the  burnt 
offering  of  all  the  people  of  the  land,  and  their  meal  offer- 

7.  Tiglath-pileser  III.,  also  called  Pul  ;  see  Appendix  IV. 

15.  meal  has  been  substituted  for  the  A.V.  “  meat/' 
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ing,  and  their  drink  offerings  ;  and  sprinkle  upon  it  all 
the  blood  of  the  burnt  offering,  and  all  the  blood  of  the 
sacrifice  :  and  the  brasen  altar  shall  be  for  me  to  enquire 
by.  16.  Thus  did  Urijah  the  priest,  according  to  all  that 
king  Ahaz  commanded. 

17.  And  king  Ahaz  cut  off  the  borders  of  the  bases,  and 
removed  the  laver  from  off  them  ;  and  took  down  the 
sea  from  off  the  brasen  oxen  that  were  under  it,  and  put 
it  upon  a  pavement  of  stones.  18.  And  the  covert  for 
the  sabbath  that  they  had  built  in  the  house,  and  the 
king’s  entry  without,  turned  he  from  the  house  of  the 
Lord  for  the  king  of  Assyria. 

His  death. — 19.  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ahaz  which 
he  did,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  ?  20.  And  Ahaz  slept  with  his 

fathers,  and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of 
David  :  and  Hezekiah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


THE  WITNESS  OF  THE  PROPHETS:  ISAIAH 

Introductory. — Isaiah  may  be  regarded  as  the  first 
great  literary  prophet  of  Judah  ;  for  Amos,  his  elder 
contemporary,  was  mainly  concerned,  as  we  have  seen, 
with  the  Northern  Kingdom. 

His  prophecies  range  from  the  last  year  of  the  reign 
of  Azariah  till  after  the  invasion  of  Sennacherib  in  701  b.c., 
i.e.  over  about  forty  years.  The  two  groups  of  prophecies 
which  can  be  referred  to  our  period  are  those  delivered 
about  740  B.c.,  and  those  connected  with  the  Syro-Ephraim- 
ite  war,  c.  735  b.c.  He  regarded  Assyria  as  the  instrument 

15.  to  enquire  by.  The  meaning  is  doubtful.  The  old  altar  was 
in  some  way  to  serve  the  purpose  of  an  oracle,  while  the  new  altar 
was  to  take  its  place  for  ordinary  sacrifices. 

1 7.  For  explanation  see  p.  17.  Bases  =  pedestals. 

18.  The  meaning  of  the  verse  is  quite  obscure.  Perhaps  it  is 
that  Ahaz  stripped  even  such  approaches  to  (not  “  from  ”)  the 
Temple  as  the  covered  way.  for  the  king  =  because  of  the  king. 
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used  by  Jehovah  to  punish  Judah  for  her  sins,  religious 
and  moral.  The  true  policy,  he  urged,  was  to  trust  in 
Jehovah,  and  not  in  any  human  alliance.  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  moment  of  his  failure  to  convert  Ahaz  to  his 
views  was  the  moment  when  he  was  inspired  to  utter 
his  prophecy  concerning  Immanuel.  He  failed  to  con¬ 
vince  the  king  of  the  necessity  of  political  isolation  for 
Judah,  and  the  outcome  of  his  emotions  was  a  passage 
(vii.  10-16)  which  contained  promise  and  hope,  not  for 
Judah  only,  but  for  the  world.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
also  that  the  entrance  of  the  Israelites  into  the  wider 
sphere  of  foreign  politics  meant  national  destruction,  and 
yet  “  it  is  in  misfortune  and  in  the  break-up  of  her  outward 
existence  that  Israel’s  inner  life  is  first  to  become  what 
it  is  destined  to  be  and  is  capable  of  being”  (Kittel). 

A  word  may  be  added  on  the  subject  of  so-called  “  Mes¬ 
sianic  ”  passages  in  the  Prophets.  Originally,  no  doubt, 
the  prophet  in  each  case  was  speaking  to  his  own  genera¬ 
tion  :  his  words,  it  was  hoped,  were  to  be  fulfilled  either 
immediately  or  in  the  near  future.  The  prophet  and  his 
generation  passed  away :  but,  in  spite  of  political  disaster 
and  national  decay,  hope  still  remained,  and  grew,  till  it 
crystallised  by  an  unconscious  process  into  the  expectation 
of  a  Messiah  who  should  one  day  restore  Israel. 

The  Menace  of  Israel  and  Syria,  c.  735  b.c. 

Isa.  vii.  1-16 

The  invasion. — vii.  1.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days 
of  Ahaz  the  son  of  Jotham,  the  son  of  Uzziah,  king  of 
Judah,  that  Rezin  the  king  of  Syria,  and  Pekah  the  son 
of  Remaliah,  king  of  Israel,  went  up  toward  Jerusalem 
to  war  against  it,  but  could  not  prevail  against  it.  2.  And 
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it  was  told  the  house  of  David,  saying,  Syria  is  confederate 
with  Ephraim.  And  his  heart  was  moved,  and  the  heart 
of  his  people,  as  the  trees  of  the  wood  are  moved  with  the 
wind. 

Ahaz  is  bidden  not  to  be  afraid. — 3.  Then  said  the  Lord 
unto  Isaiah,  Go  forth  now  to  meet  Ahaz,  thou,  and  Shear- 
jashub  thy  son,  at  the  end  of  the  conduit  of  the  upper 
pool  in  the  highway  of  the  fuller’s  field  ;  4.  and  say 
unto  him, 

Take  heed,  and  be  quiet ;  fear  not,  neither  be  faint¬ 
hearted  for  the  two  tails  of  these  smoking  firebrands,  for 
the  fierce  anger  of  Rezin  with  Syria,  and  of  the  son  of 
Remaliah. 

5.  Because  Syria,  Ephraim,  and  the  son  of  Remaliah, 
have  taken  evil  counsel  against  thee,  saying, 

6.  Let  us  go  up  against  Judah,  and  vex  it,  and  let  us 
make  a  breach  therein  for  us,  and  set  a  king  in  the  midst 
of  it,  even  the  son  of  Tabeal : 

7.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  It  shall  not  stand,  neither 
shall  it  come  to  pass. 

8.  For  the  head  of  Syria  is  Damascus,  and  the  head  of 
Damascus  is  Rezin  ;  and  within  threescore  and  five  years 
shall  Ephraim  be  broken,  that  it  be  not  a  people. 

9.  And  the  head  of  Ephraim  is  Samaria,  and  the  head 
of  Samaria  is  RemalialTs  son.  If  ye  will  not  believe, 
surely  ye  shall  not  be  established. 

A  sign :  the  promise  of  Immanuel. — 10.  Moreover  the 
Lord  spake  again  unto  Ahaz,  saying, 

11.  Ask  thee  a  sign  of  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  ask  it  either 
in  the  depth,  or  in  the  height  above. 

12.  But  Ahaz  said,  I  will  not  ask,  neither  will  I  tempt 
the  Lord. 

Isa.  vii.  3.  Shear- jashub  has  the  significant  meaning,  “a  remnant 
shall  return.” 

the  conduit.  “They  were  examining — but  more  in  panic  than 
in  prudence — the  water  supply  of  the  city  ”  (G.  A.  Smith,  Isaiah, 
vol.  i.  p.  105). 

4.  two  tails,  i.e.  burnt  out  torches,  feeble  opponents. 

6.  the  son  of  Tabeal  possibly  means  Rezin  of  Syria. 

8,  9.  The  argument  is  that  neither  Rezin  nor  Pekah  is 
dangerous. 

11.  in  the  depth.  Better,  “in  Sheol  below.”  (G.  A.  Smith). 
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13.  And  he  said,  Hear  ye  now,  O  house  of  David  ;  Is 
it  a  small  thing  for  you  to  weary  men,  but  will  ye  weary 
my  God  also  ? 

14.  Therefore  the  Lord  himself  shall  give  you  a  sign  ; 
Behold,  a  virgin  shall  conceive,  and  bear  a  son,  and  shall 
call  his  name  Immanuel. 

15.  Butter  and  honey  shall  he  eat,  that  he  may  know 
to  refuse  the  evil,  and  choose  the  good. 

16.  For  before  the  child  shall  know  to  refuse  the  evil, 
and  choose  the  good,  the  land  that  thou  abhorrest  shall 
be  forsaken  of  both  her  kings. 

13.  he  said.  “He  ”  must  be  the  prophet,  delivering  his  message. 

14-16.  Immanuel,  i.e.  “  God  with  us.”  Prof.  G.  A.  Smith’s 
interpretation  of  the  passage  is  somewhat  as  follows.  Ahaz  had 
refused  to  ask  for  a  sign  which  would  have  assured  him  of  Judah’s 
safety.  Jehovah  now  of  His  own  accord  gives  a  sign  that  Judah 
shall  be  overthrown,  as  well  as  Israel  and  Syria,  by  Assyria.  The 
country  will  be  laid  waste,  and  the  child,  with  the  rest  of  the  people, 
will  be  compelled  to  live  on  butter  and  honey,  as  there  will  be  no 
agriculture  :  it  will  be  a  chastening  discipline. 

But,  before  the  child  grows  up,  the  power  of  Israel  and  Syria 
will  have  been  broken.  By  the  “child”  Ahaz  would  understand 
what  Isaiah  meant,  namely,  “the  promised  Messiah  of  David’s 
house.”  Ahaz  is  told  in  effect,  “  By  your  action  you  have  destroyed 
the  glory  of  the  great  Prince  whom  we  all  expect :  He  will  come 
only  to  suffer.” 

16.  the  land,  etc.  Prof.  Cheyne  ( Isaiah  ad  loc.)  translates  thus  : 
“  the  land  shall  become  deserted,  at  whose  two  kings  thou  fearest 
horribly  i.e.  the  land  of  Syria  and  of  Samaria. 
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THE  GEOGRAPHY  OF  PALESTINE 

It  is  advisable,  when  we  read  the  history  recorded  in  the 
books  of  the  Old  Testament,  that  we  should  constantly 
bear  in  mind  certain  points  about  the  geography  of  the 
Holy  Land. 

1.  Position. — It  is  at  the  extreme  east  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  and  forms  a  link  between  east  and  west,  north  and 
south,  lying  as  it  does  on  the  main  land-route  between 
Egypt,  Assyria,  and  Asia  Minor.  Indeed  it  is  practically 
almost  an  isthmus,  with  the  desert  on  one  side  and  the  sea 
on  the  other.  So,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  Hebrew  1 
and  Jewish  ideas  have  proved  a  connecting  link  between 
east  and  west,  between  the  Semite  and  the  Aryan. 

2.  Size. — The  country  was  tiny,  the  distance  from  “  Dan 
to  Beer-sheba,”  the  phrase  which  was  used  to  sum  up  the 
whole  of  Israel,  being  roughly  150  miles.  The  population 
was  proportionately  small ;  and  the  Hebrews  themselves 
at  no  time  occupied  anything  like  the  whole  of  it.  In 
the  reign  of  Hezekiah,  after  the  fall  of  Samaria,  “  Judah  ” 
means  the  comparatively  few  towns  on  the  highlands 
round  Jerusalem. 

1  The  word  “  Hebrew  ”  is  used  of  the  people  of  Israel  throughout 
all  their  history.  ‘  ‘  J ew,”  properly  applicable  only  to  the  Southern 
Kingdom  after  the  fall  of  Samaria,  came  to  have  a  wider  significance, 
until  finally  it  denoted  the  whole  race,  as  opposed  to  “  the  Gentiles," 
or  heathen  nations. 
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3.  Features. — The  country  of  Palestine  is  as  peculiar 
and  distinctive  in  its  features  as  the  people  who  occupied 
it.  Passing  eastward  from  the  sea-coast  we  may  mention 
the  following  divisions  into  which  it  naturally  falls : 

(a)  The  Maritime  Plain,  containing  (in  order  from  south 
to  north)  Philistia,  the  Plain  of  Sharon,  and  Phoenicia. 
This  plain  is  broken  by  the  range  of  Carmel,  which  juts  out 
into  the  sea,  and  stretches  inland  in  a  south-easterly 
direction, 

(b)  The  Shephelah,  or  lowlands,  sloping  up  to  the  high¬ 
lands,  and  intersected  by  many  streams  and  their  valleys, 
the  chief  of  which  is  the  Plain  of  Dothan. 

(c)  The  hill-country  of  Judah  and  Ephraim,  to  which 
the  Hebrew  population  was  in  the  main  confined. 

(d)  The  great  rift,  called  the  Arabah,  leading  from  Dan 
and  the  Waters  of  Merom,  containing  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
the  River  Jordan,  and  the  Dead  Sea,  and  issuing  at  last 
in  the  Gulf  of  Akaba,  the  north-east  branch  of  the  Red 
Sea.  Much  of  this  is  considerably  below  sea-level ; 
the  Dead  Sea,  which  is  very  salt,  is  1,292  feet  below  the 
Mediterranean. 

( e )  East  of  the  Jordan  the  land  rises  again  very  quickly, 
and  only  a  very  narrow  strip  intervenes  before  the  desert 
is  reached. 


APPENDIX  II 

THE  WITNESS  OF  THE  MONUMENTS 

1.  Sheba  is  shown  by  inscriptions  to  have  been  a  country 
in  the  south  of  Arabia,  north  of  Aden  ;  its  people  were 
highly  civilised,  and  were  capable  of  achieving  great 
architectural  and  engineering  works. 
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2.  The  Hittites  (1  Kings  x.  29,  2  Kings  vii.  6)  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Tel-el-Amarna  tablets,  c.  1400  b.c.,  as  a 
people  of  northern  Palestine,  hostile  to  Egypt.  A  century 
later  they  were  strong  enough  to  make  a  treaty  with 
Rameses  II.  Their  power  was  broken  by  the  attacks  of 
Assyrian  kings  from  Tiglath-pileser  I.  to  Shalmaneser  II.  * 
finally  their  capital,  Carchemish,  was  taken  by  Sargon  in 
717  b.c.  The  references  in  the  Kings  are  to  those  off¬ 
shoots  of  the  Hittites  who  inhabited  the  country  round 
Lebanon.  (See  vol.  ii.,  p.  104.) 

3.  The  invasion  of  Palestine  by  Shishak  of  Egypt. — An 
inscription  at  Karnak  on  the  Nile  includes  the  names 
of  a  number  of  towns  in  Judah,  besides  those  of  Gaza 
and  towns  belonging  to  the  Northern  Kingdom. 

4.  The  Moabite  Stone  ( cp .  2  Kings  iii.  4,  5)  was  discovered 
in  1868,  and  a  rubbing  was  taken  just  before  the  sus¬ 
picious  natives  smashed  it  to  pieces.  Later  the  fragments 
were  recovered,  and  the  monument  was  as  far  as  possible 
restored.  According  to  the  inscription  on  it  Mesha’s 
revolt  occurred  during  Ahab’s  reign.  “  In  point  of  style, 
the  inscription  reads  almost  like  a  page  from  one  of  the 
earlier  historical  books  of  the  Old  Testament.” 

5.  The  Assyrian  Inscriptions. — (a)  Shalmaneser  II. 
records  his  victory  at  Karkar  in  854  b.c.  over  Benhadad  II. 
of  Syria,  Ahab  of  Israel,  and  the  forces  of  Hamath,  Egypt, 
and  other  States,  (b)  In  the  “  Black  Obelisk  ”  (now  in 
the  British  Museum)  Jehu  is  represented  as  doing  homage 
to  Shalmaneser  II.  The  importance  of  Omri  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  Jehu  is  called  his  son.  ( c )  Shalmaneser 
describes  his  victory  over  Hazael  of  Syria,  after  which 
he  “  received  the  tribute  of  the  Tyrians,  of  the  Sidonians, 
and  of  Jehu  the  son  of  Omri.”  ( d )  Another  inscription 
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records  the  payment  of  tribute  by  "  the  land  Omri  ”  and 
other  states  to  Assyria  in  the  reign  either  of  Jehoash 
or  of  Jeroboam  II.  (e)  The  “  Babylonian  Chronicle  ” 
confirms  the  identification  of  Pul  (2  Kings  xv.  19)  with 
Tiglath-pileser  III.  (/)  Tiglath-pileser  III.  commemorates 
his  invasion  of  Israel  in  735  b.c.,  and  states  that  he  de¬ 
ported  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  slew  Pekah,  and 
made  Hoshea  king.  ( g )  The  inscriptions  prove  that  it 
was  Sargon,  and  not  Shalmaneser  IV.,  who  actually  took 
Samaria  in  722  b.c. 

[The  above  is  taken  from  Dr.  Driver’s  article  in  Au¬ 
thority  and  Archceology,  Sacred  and  Profane.  See  also  the 
illustrations  in  the  same  writer’s  Modern  Research,  pp. 
16,  17.] 


APPENDIX  III 

KINGS  OF  SYRIA 

1.  Rezon.  Established  himself  in  Damascus  in  the  reign 
of  Solomon,  whose  dominions  he  harassed.  (1  Kings  xi. 

23-25-) 

2.  Benhadad  I.  Bribed  by  Asa  of  Judah,  invaded 
northern  Israel,  and  so  diverted  Baasha  of  Israel,  who 
withdrew  from  Ramah  (1  Kings  xv.  18-22). 

3.  Benhadad  II.  War  with  Ahab  of  Israel ;  first 
siege  of  Samaria ;  twice  defeated,  the  second  time  at 
Aphek,  and  gives  Israel  a  quarter  in  Damascus ;  defeats 
Ahab  and  Jehoshaphat  at  Ramoth-gilead,  Ahab  slain  ; 
second  unsuccessful  siege  of  Samaria  in  the  reign  of 
Jehoram;  murdered  by  Hazael.  (1  Kings  xx.,  xxii. ; 
2  Kings  vi.  24,  vii.  6,  7,  viii.  7-15.) 
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4.  Hazael.  Defeated  Jehoram  of  Israel  and  Ahaziah 
of  Judah  at  Ramoth-gilead ;  invaded  country  east  of 
Jordan;  bribed  by  Jehoash  of  Judah  not  to  attack 
Jerusalem.  (2  Kings  viii.  28,  29,  x.  32,  33,  xii.  18.) 

5.  Benhadad  III.  Defeated  three  times  by  Joash  of 
Israel  (2  Kings  xiii.  25). 

6.  Rezin.  Drove  the  Jews  out  of  Elath ;  alliance 
with  Pekah  of  Israel  against  Judah;  Tiglath-pileser  III. 
intervened  and  took  Damascus.  (2  Kings  xvi.  6,  xv.  37, 
xvi.  9.) 


APPENDIX  IV 

ASSYRIA 

Assyria  proper  was  the  name  of  a  district  lying  south 
of  Armenia  and  east  of  the  Tigris  ;  but  the  name  came 
to  be  applied  to  the  great  empire  which  spread  across 
Mesopotamia  to  Syria  and  Palestine.  From  Gen.  x.  11, 
which  states  that  Asshur  built  Nineveh,  we  can  learn 
that  that  city  was  of  great  antiquity.  A  Semitic  people, 
whose  national  god  was  Ashur,  but  whose  religion  and 
general  culture  were  derived  from  Babylonia,  the  Assyrians 
were  probably  subject  to  Hammurabi  of  Babylon  about 
2250  b.c.  In  time  they  asserted  their  independence, 
while  the  power  of  the  early  Babylonian  empire  decayed. 
Important  kings  of  Assyria  were  Ashur-uballit,  who  may 
be  regarded  as  the  founder  of  the  empire,  Shalmaneser  I., 
and  Tiglath-pileser  I.,  who  were  great  conquerors,  pene¬ 
trating  even  to  Lebanon.  During  the  reigns  of  David 
and  Solomon  the  Assyrians  were  weak,  but  from  885  b.c, 
Assyrian  expansion  began  to  be  a  menace  to  western 
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kingdoms.  Further  Assyrian  history,  as  affecting  the 
Israelites,  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : 

858  b.c.  Shalmaneser  II.,  the  first  king  to  appear  in  Old 
Testament  history. 

854  b.c.  Battle  of  Karkar,1  an  Assyrian  victory  over  the 
Syrians  and  their  allies,  including  Ahab  of  Israel : 
the  victory  apparently  was  not  decisive,  and  was 
followed  by  other  victories  in  849  and  846. 

842  b.c.  Shalmaneser  II.  received  tribute  from  Jehu  of 
Israel. 

745  b.c.  Tiglath-pileser  III.  (—  Pul)  came  to  the  throne. 
740  b.c.  He  conquered  North  Syria. 

735  b.c.  He  invaded  Israel  in  the  reign  of  Pekah,  and 
carried  off  part  of  the  population. 

732  b.c.  He  took  Damascus,  thus  entirely  crushing  Syria. 
724-722  b.c.  Siege  of  Samaria  by  Shalmaneser  IV. :  com¬ 
pleted  by  Sargon,  who  deported  the  greater  part 
of  the  people. 

[For  the  further  history  of  Assyria  in  connection  with 
the  Bible  narrative,  see  vol.  v.] 

1  Karkar  lies  south  of  Hamath. 
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Abana  (11.  v.  12),  a  river  flowing 
through  Damascus,  the  mo¬ 
dern  Barada. 

Abel-beth-maacah  (1.  xv.  20, 

11.  xv.  29),  near  Dan,  in  N. 
Palestine  :  taken  by  Assyrians 
734  b.c. 

Abel-meholah  (1.  xix.  16),  in 
Jordan  Valley,  E.  of  Manas- 
seh. 

Ammon,  Ammonites  (1.  xi.  1,  5, 

7),  N.E.  of  the  Dead  Sea,  with 
Rabbath-ammon  as  capital. 

Amorites  (1.  ix.  20),  (1)  properly 
the  name  of  a  nation  E.  of 
Phoenicia  :  (2)  =  Canaanites 

generally. 

Anathoth  (1.  ii.  26),  2  m.  N.E.  of 
Jerusalem. 

Aphek  (1.  xx.  26-30,  11.  xiii.  17). 
See  on  1.  xx.  26. 

Arabia  (1.  x.  15),  the  great 
peninsula  E.  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Arnon  (11.  x.  33),  a  river  form¬ 
ing  the  north  frontier  of 
Moab. 

Aroer  (11.  x.  33),  S.  of  Reuben, 
by  the  Arnon. 

Assyria  (11.  xv.  29,  xvi.  7-9, 
xvii.  3  seq.),  see  App.  IV., 
capital,  Nineveh,  on  the  R. 
Tigris. 

Ava  (11.  xvii.  24),  unknown. 
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Baalath  (1.  ix.  18),  immediately 
to  the  N.  of  Beth-horon. 

Baal-shalisha  (11.  iv.  42),  S.W. 
of  Shechem,  just  E.  of  the 
Plain  of  Sharon. 

Babylon  (11.  xvii.  24),  on  the  R. 
Euphrates. 

Bashan  (11.  x.  33),  the  district  E. 
of  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

Beer-sheba  (1.  xix.  3,  11.  xii.  1),  on 
the  S.  boundary  of  Israelite 
territory,  about  25  m.  S.W. 
of  Jerusalem. 

Bethel  (1.  xii.  29,  32,  33,  xiii. 
1  seq.  ;  11.  ii.  2,  3,  23,  xvii.  28), 
about  10  m.  due  N.  of 
Jerusalem. 

Beth-horon  (1.  ix.  17),  the 
“  nether  ”  or  lower  town, 
N.W.  of  Jerusalem,  where 
the  highlands  join  the  She- 
phelah. 

Beth-shemesh  (11.  xiv.  11,  13),  on 
the  edge  of  the  Shephelah, 
W.  of  Jerusalem. 

Cabul  (1.  ix.  13),  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  plain  N.E.  of  Mt. 
Carmel. 

Canaanites  (1.  ix.  16),  a  general 
term  for  the  pre-Israelite  in¬ 
habitants  of  Palestine. 

Carmel  (1.  xviii.  19  seq.  ;  11.  iv. 
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25),  the  promontory  and  range 
dividing  the  Plains  of  Es- 
draelon  and  Sharon. 

Cherith  (1.  xvii.  5),  perhaps  the 
brook  which  rises  E.  of 
Samaria,  and  flows  S.E.  into 
the  Jordan. 

Cinneroth  (1.  xv.  20)  =  Chinner- 
eth,  the  name  of  the  district 
round  the  Sea  of  Chinnereth 
in  N.  Palestine. 

Cuthah,  Cuth  (11.  xvii.  24,  30), 
N.E.  of  Babylon. 

Damascus  (1.  xi.  24,  xx.  34  ;  11. 
viii.  7,  xiv.  28,  xvi.  9  seq.), 
capital  of  Syria,  E.  of  Mt. 
Hermon. 

Damascus,  Wilderness  of  (1.  xix. 
15)- 

Dan  (1.  xii.  29,  xv.  20),  the  N. 
boundary  of  Israelite  terri¬ 
tory,  N.  of  the  Waters  of 
Merom. 

Dothan  (11.  vi.  13  seq.),  in  the 
Plain  of  Dothan,  which  unites 
the  Plains  of  Sharon  and 
Esdraelon. 

Edom,  Edomites  (1.  ix.  26,  xi.  1, 
14-17,  xxii.  47  ;  11.  iii.  9  seq., 
viii.  21,  22,  xiv.  7),  S.  of 
Moab,  S.E.  of  the  Dead  Sea  : 
capital,  Petra. 

Edom,  Wilderness  of  (11.  iii.  8). 

Egypt  (1.  iii.  1,  x.  29,  xiv.  25  ; 
11.  xvii.  4). 

Egypt,  River  of  (1.  viii.  65),  read 
“  the  brook  of  E.,”  i.e.  the 
Wadi-el-Arish,  N.E.  of  Suez, 
N.  of  the  Sinaitic  Peninsula. 

Ekron  (11.  i.  2  seq.),  in  Philistia, 
N.  of  the  Valley  of  Sorek. 


Eloth,  Elath  (1.  ix.  26  ;  11.  xiv. 
22),  a  port  at  the  N.  end  of 
the  G.  of  Akaba. 

En-rogel  (1.  i.  9),  a  spring  just 
E.  of  Jerusalem  and  S.  of 
the  hill  of  Zion,  identified 
by  some  with  Gihon.  See 
Gihon. 

Ephraim,  Mount  (1.  xii.  25), 
practically  means  all  the  hill 
country  between  Shechem  and 
Bethel. 

Ephrathite  (1.  xi.  26)  =  Ephraim- 
ite. 

Ezion-geber  (1.  ix.  26,  xxii.  48), 
near  Elath,  N.  of  the  G.  of 
Akaba. 

Gadites  (11.  x.  33),  the  tribe 
settled  E.  of  Jordan,  between 
Reuben  and  Manasseh. 

Galilee  (1.  ix.  n  ;  11.  xv.  29),  the 
district  W.  of  the  Sea  of  that 
name. 

Gath  (1.  ii.  39-41  ;  11.  xii.  17),  a 
Philistine  city,  probably  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Valley  of  Elah. 

Gath-hepher  (11.  xiv.  25),  half¬ 
way  between  the  Sea  of 
Chinnereth  and  the  promon¬ 
tory  of  Carmel. 

Geba  (1.  xv.  22),  a  frontier  town 
N.  of  Judah. 

Gezer  (1.  ix.  15-17),  W.  of  Jeru¬ 
salem,  on  the  W.  edge  of 
the  Shephelah.  [See  Driver, 
Mod.  Research,  for  excava¬ 
tions.] 

Gibbethon  (1.  xv.  27,  xvi.  15,  17), 
in  Dan,  just  E.  of  the  Mari¬ 
time  Plain. 

Gibeon  (1.  iii.  4,  5),  6  m.  N.W.  of 
Jerusalem. 
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Gihon  (i.  i.  33,  38,  45),  the  same 
as  En-rogel,  a  spring  E.  of 
Jerusalem. 

Gilead  (11.  x.  33,  xv.  29),  the  hill 
country  N.  of  the  Jabbok, 
E.  of  Jordan. 

Gilgal  (11.  ii.  1,  iv.  38),  in  the  hill 
country,  7  m.  N.  of  Bethel. 

Gozan  (11.  xvii.  6),  N.W.  of 
Mesopotamia. 

Guy  (ii.  ix.  27),  near  Ibleam,  q.v . 

Habor  (11.  xvii. *6),  by  “  the  river 
of  Gozan  ”  ;  perhaps  Habor 
was  the  name  of  this  river, 
the  Greek  Chaboras. 

Halah  (11.  xvii.  6),  by  the  “  river 
of  Gozan,”  in  N.W.  Mesopo¬ 
tamia. 

Hamath  (1.  viii.  65  ;  11.  xiv.  25, 
28,  xvii.  24),  on  the  R. 
Orontes,  120  m.  N.  of  Damas¬ 
cus. 

Hazor  (1.  ix.  15  ;  11.  xv.  29), 

N.W.  of  S.  of  Chinnereth. 

Hebron  (1.  ii.  11),  in  the  centre  of 
Judah. 

Hittites  (1.  ix.  20,  x.  29,  xi.  1, 
xv.  5).  See  App.  II. 

Hivites  (1.  ix.  20),  a  pre-Israelite 
race  of  Canaan. 

Horeb  (1.  viii.  9,  xix.  8  seq.),  (1) 
traditional  position,  S.  of 
Sinaitic^  Peninsula  :  (2)  acc. 

to  one  view,  E.  of  G.  of 
Akaba. 

Ibleam  (11.  ix.  27),  either  N.  of 
the  Valley  of  Jezreel,  or  = 
Bileam,  S.  of  Jezreel  on  the 
way  to  Jerusalem. 

Ijon  (1.  xv.  20  ;  11.  xv.  29),  in 
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the  extreme  N.  of  Palestine, 
above  Dan. 

Issachar  (1.  xv.  27),  a  tribe  W.  of 
Jordan,  N.  of  Manasseh. 

Janoah  (11.  xv.  29),  E.  of  Tyre. 

Jebusites  (1.  ix.  20),  a  clan  of 
the  Amorites,  pre-Israelite 
natives,  who  occupied  Jerusa¬ 
lem  until  expelled  by  David. 
From  them  the  Biblical  wri¬ 
ters  sometimes  called  the  city 
Jebus,  but  this  was  not  its 
ancient  name. 

Jericho  (1.  xvi.  34  ;  11.  ii.  4,  5, 
15,  18),  the  “city  of  palm- 
trees,”  in  the  Jordan  Valley 
N.W.  of  the  Dead  Sea. 

Jerusalem  (1.  ii.  11,  and  passim) 

Jezreel  (1.  xviii.  46  ;  11.  viii.  29. 
ix.  15  seq.,  x.  7  seq.),  at  the 
entrance  of  the  valley  of  that 
name,  E.  of  the  Plain  of  Es- 
draelon. 

Joktheel  (11.  xiv.  7)  =  Selah  = 
Petra,  capital  of  Edom. 

Jordan  (1.  xvii.  5  ;  11.  ii.  6  seq., 
v.  10  seq.,  vi.  2  seq.,  vii.  15). 

Jordan,  Plain  of  (1.  vii.  46)  =  the 
Jordan  Valley. 

Judah  (1.  xii.  20,  and  passim). 

Kedesh  (11.  xv.  29),  in  Naphtali, 
N.  of  Waters  of  Merom. 

Kidron  (1.  ii.  37,  xv.  13),  the 
stream  on  E.  of  Jerusalem, 
flowing  S.E.  into  the  Dead 
Sea. 

Kir-haraseth  (11.  iii.  25)  =  Kir  of 
Moab,  S.E.  of  Dead  Sea. 

Kishon  (1.  xviii.  40),  the  river 
of  the  Plain  of  Esdraelon 
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flowing  N.W.  into  the  Bay 
of  Acre. 

Lachish  (n.  xiv.  19),  S.W.  of 
Judah.  [See  Driver,  Modern 
Research.] 

Lebanon.  (1.  iv.  33,  v.  6,  9,  14  ; 
ii.  xiv.  9),  a  mountain  (6,070 
ft.)  and  range  in  N.  Palestine. 

Libnah  (11.  viii.  22),  on  the  edge 
of  the  Shephelah,  W.  of 
Judah  ;  perhaps  a  Philistine 
town. 

Mahanaim  (1.  ii.  8),  in  Gilead, 
E.  of  Jordan  ;  exact  position 
doubtful ;  perhaps  8  m.  N.W. 
of  Ramoth-gilead. 

Manassites  (11.  x.  33),  the  half¬ 
tribe  which  settled  E.  of 
Jordan,  N.  of  Gilead. 

Medes  (11.  xvii.  6),  a  people  to 
the  E.  of  Assyria,  S.W.  of 
the  Caspian  Sea. 

Megiddo  (1.  ix.  15  ;  11.  ix.  27), 

W.  of  Plain  of  Esdraelon. 

Midian  (1.  xi.  18),  the  country 
S.  of  Edom,  round  the  G.  of 
Akaba. 

Millo  (1.  ix.  15,  24,  xi.  27).  See 
on  1.  ix.  15. 

Mizpah  (1.  xv.  22),  S.W.  of 
Bethel,  7  m.  from  Jerusalem. 

Moab,  Moabites  (1.  xi.  1,  7  ;  11. 
i.  1,  iii.  4-27,  xiii.  20),  E.  and 
S.E.  of  Dead  Sea. 

Naphtali  (1.  vii.  14,  xv.  20  ;  11. 
xv.  29),  the  tribe  W.  of  the 
Sea  of  Chinnereth  and  the 
Waters  of  Merom. 

Ophir  (1.  ix.  28,  x.  n,xxii.  48), 
most  probably  S.  Arabia. 


Paran  (1.  xi.  18),  desert  between 
Judah  and  Egypt. 

Penuel  (1.  xii.  25),  somewhere 
near  Succoth,  q.v. 

Perizzites  (1.  ix.  20),  one  of  the 
pre-Israelite  nations  of  Ca¬ 
naan. 

Pharpar  (11.  v.  12),  one  of  the 
rivers  of  Damascus. 

Philistines  (1.  xv.  27,  11.  viii.  2, 
3),  the  inhabitants  of  the  S. 
portion  of  the  Maritime  Plain. 

Ramah  (1.  xv.  17,  21,  22  [11. 
viii.  29  =  Ramoth-gilead])  :  in 
Benjamin,  5  m.  N.  of  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Ramoth-gilead  (1.  xxii.  3-36  ;  11. 
viii.  28,  29,  ix.  1  seq.),  in 
Gilead,  N.  of  the  R.  Jabbok. 

Red  Sea  (1.  ix.  26). 

Reubenites  (11.  x.  33),  the  tribe 
S.  of  Gad,  N.E.  of  the  Dead 
Sea. 

Samaria  (1.  xiii.  32,  xvi.  24,  29, 
xviii.  2,  xx.  1  seq.,  xx.  34, 
xxi.  1  seq.,  xxii.  10,  37;  11. 

iii.  1,  vi.  19  seq.,  x.  1  seq.),  10 
m.  S.  of  the  Plain  of  Dothan. 

Selah  (n.  xiv.  7)  =  Petra.  See 
Joktheel. 

Sepharvaim  (11.  xvii.  24),  on  the 
R.  Euphrates,  S.W.  of  the 
modern  Baghdad. 

Sheba  { 1.  x.  1-13).  See  App.  II. 

Shechem  (1.  xii.  25),  S.  of  Sa¬ 
maria,  between  Mts.  Ebal  and 
Gerizim. 

Shiloh,  Shilonite  (1.  ii.  27,  xi.  29, 
xiv.  2,  4),  in  the  highlands  of 
Ephraim,  half-way  between 
Bethel  and  Shechem. 
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Shunem,  Shuncimmite  (i.  i.  3,  ii. 
17,  2i,  22  ;  11.  iv.  8,  12  seq.), 
just  N.  of  Jezreel,  in  Issachar. 

Sidonians  (1.  v.  6) ;  Sidon  was 
W.  of  Mt.  Lebanon,  N.W.  of 
Phoenicia. 

Silla  (11.  xii.  20),  near  Jerusalem  ; 
otherwise  unknown. 

Succoth  (1.  vii.  46),  near  the  R. 
Jabbok  in  the  Jordan  Valley. 

Syria  (1.  x.  29,  xi.  25  ;  11.  xvi. 
5  seq.),  the  country  N.  and 
N.E.  of  Palestine. 

Tadmor  (1.  ix.  18)  =  Palmyra, 
half-way  between  Damascus 
and  Tiphsah. 

Tekoa  (Amos  i,  1),  about  10  m. 
S.  of  Jerusalem. 

Tharshish  (1.  x.  22,  xxii.  48)  (1) 
=  Tartessus,  on  R.  Guadal¬ 
quivir  in  Spain ;  or  (2)  = 
Tarsus  in  Cilicia.  [See  Mur¬ 
ray’s  III.  Diet .] 

Tiphsah  (11.  xv.  16)  =  Thapsacus, 
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on  R,  Euphrates,  N.W.  of 
Mesopotamia. 

Tirzah  (1.  xiv.  17,  xv.  21,  33, 

xvi.  6,  8,  9,  15,  17,  23),  11  m. 
N.E.  of  Shechem. 

Tishbite  (1.  xvii.  1,  etc.),  perhaps 
=  native  of  Tishbeh  in  Gilead. 
Tyre  (1.  v.  1,  vii.  14),  on  the 
coast  of  Phoenicia,  W.  of  Dan. 

Zair  (11.  viii.  21),  unknown,  near 
Edom. 

Zarephath  (1.  xvii.  9  seq.)  =  Sa- 
repta,  between  Tyre  and 
Sidon. 

Zarthan  (1.  vii.  46),  in  the  Jordan 
Valley,  E.  of  Shiloh. 

Zereda  (1.  xi.  26),  just  to  N.W.  of 
Bethel. 

Zidon,  Zidonians  (1.  xi.  1,  5, 

xvii.  9),  on  the  coast  of 
Phoenicia,  W.  of  Mt.  Lebanon. 

Zobah  (1.  xi.  23,  24),  the  country 
between  Hamath  and  Da¬ 


mascus. 
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Abiathar,  7 
Abijah  (1),  48,  50 
— -  (2)  (Abijam),  129,  132 
Abishag,  6,  7 
Achish,  9 
Adonijah,  3,  6,  7 
Adoniram,  Adoram,  14,  43 
adversaries  of  Solomon,  31-33 
Ahab,  40,  41,  54-75 
Ahaz,  138,  149-153 
Ahaziah  (1)  of  Israel,  41,  75-78 

—  (2)  of  Judah,  99,  100,  131,  136 
Ahijah,  32,  33,  48-50,  56 
almug,  28 

altar  (1)  at  Bethel,  45,  46 

—  (2)  brazen,  15,  17,  150,  151 

—  (3)  of  Damascus,  138,  150,  151 

—  (4)  on  Carmel,  61 
Amaziah  (1)  king,  106,  107,  137, 

I43-I45 

—  (2)  priest,  1 14 
Amos,  110-115,  146 
anachronism,  48 
angel,  47 
Ark,  18,  19 
army,  4  ' 

Asa,  51,  130,  133,  134 
asherah,  50 
ashes,  69 
Ashtoreth,  30 
Athaliah,  135,  136-140 
Azariah  (Uzziah),  137,  145,  146 

Baal,  40,  54,  60-62,  103,  104,  130 
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Baal-zebub,  76 

Baasha,  40,  51,  52,  130,  133 

Bath-sheba,  6,  7 

Belial,  70 

Benaiah,  7-9 

Benhadad  I.,  40,  51,  130,  133 

—  II.,  41,  65-69 

—  III.,  101,  105,  106 
Beth-shemesh,  battle  of,  101, 

137,  144 

Black  Obelisk,  xiv 
Boaz,  16,  17 

calendar,  xii 
Calf,  Golden,  39,  45 
capitals  of  Israel :  see  Geogr. 
Index,  Shechem,  Penuel, 
Samaria 
Carites,  138 
cedar,  13,  16 
chariot,  30 
Chemosh,  30,  84 
cherubims,  18,  19 
Chronicles,  xiv 
chronology,  xiv,  50 
cloud,  19 
cubit,  16 

cults,  foreign,  30,  123,  124  :  see 
Baal,  Chemosh,  Milcom,  Ash¬ 
toreth 
curse,  54 

David,  3 

dedication  of  Temple,  18-24 
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divination,  123 
dream,  10,  25 
dromedaries,  12 

Ecclesiastes,  5 
Ecclesiasticus,  5 
Elah,  40,  52 
Elijah,  40,  56-65,  71,  76-79 
Elisha,  64,  65,  78-98,  107,  108 
Ethan,  12 

fable,  144  ( cp .  Judg.  ix.  8  seq.) 
fast,  70 

Feast  of  Tabernacles,  18,  45 

gate  of  (1)  Ephraim,  107 

—  (2)  Sur,  139 
Gehazi,  85-87,  90,  96 
God,  Name  of,  23 
Gomer,  no 

grave  49 

grove,  50,  54,  105,  131,  133 

Hadad,  31,  32 
Hanani,  130 

Hazael,  64,  96,  97,  104-106,  137, 
M3 

Heman,  12 

high  places,  9,  10,  122,  131 
Hiram  (1),  13,  14,  26,  27 

—  (2),  1 7 

Holy  of  Holies,  16 
Holy  Place,  16 
horses,  29 

Hosea,  no,  115-117 
Hoshea,  118,  121 
House  of  Lebanon,  17,  18 
House  of  Pharaoh’s  daughter, 

house,  winter,  112 
human  sacrifice,  84,  149 
hyssop,  13 

images  :  see  pillars 


Immanuel,  152,  154 
inheritance,  70,  79 
Isaiah,  146-148,  151-154 

Jachin,  16,  17 
Jehoahaz,  101,  105,  106 
Jehoash  (Joash)  (1)  of  Israel, 
101,  106-108,  144 

—  (2)  of  Judah,  1 3 7-143 
Jehoiada,  137-142 
Jehonadab,  103,  104 
Jehoram  (Joram)  (1)  of  Israel, 

41,  42,  81-84,  88,  91-99,  136 

—  (2)  of  Judah,  130,  135 
Jehoshaphat,  41,  72-75,  81-84, 

130,  134,  135 
Jehosheba,  137,  138 
Jehu  (1)  king,  xiv,  64,  97-105 

—  (2)  prophet,  51,  52,  56 
Jeroboam  I.,  32,  33,  39,  42-50 

—  II.,  101,  108,  109 

Jezebel,  40,  42,  54,  63,  70,  71, 
100 

Joab,  7,  8 
Jonah,  108,  109 
Jotham,  137,  138,  149 
judgment  of  Solomon,  11 
juniper,  63 

Karkar,  battle  of,  xiv,  41,  162 
kine  of  Bashan,  112 
Kings,  Book  of,  xiii,  xiv 
King’s  House,  17 

labour,  forced,  14,  26 
lamp,  33,  132 
lavers,  17 

leper,  leprosy,  88,  90,  94,  137, 
145 

Lord,  6 

Man  of  God  from  Judah,  45-48 
measures,  12,  93,  147 
Menahem,  118-120 
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Mesha,  xiv,  40,  41,  81 

Micaiah,  73,  74 

Milcom,  30 

Millo,  26,  27,  143 

Moabite  Stone,  xiv,  40,  41,  81 

months,  xii 

monuments,  xiv,  App.  II. 
morality,  imperfect,  4,  69 

Naaman,  88-90 
Naboth,  70,  71 
Nadab,  40,  50,  51 
Nathan,  56 
navy,  27,  29,  134 

oak,  47 
oath,  21 
Obadiah,  59,  60 
Omri,  40,  53,  54 
Oracle,  16,  19 

Pekah,  118,  120,  121,  150,  152, 
153  . 

Pekahiah,  118,  120 

Pharaoh,  9,  26,  31,  32 

pillars,  sacred,  104,  131 

Porch  of  Pillars,  17 

Porch  of  Temple,  16 

pound,  28 

prayer,  19  seq.,  22 

presents,  12 

Priestly  :  see  Sources 

prophecy,  55,  61 

prophet  of  Bethel,  46-48 

Prophetical  :  see  Sources 

prophets,  55-57»  73>  ^7*  9°>  97. 

109,  no,  151-154 
Proverbs,  Book  of,  5 
proverbs,  5,  13.  66 
Psalm,  34,  35 
psalteries,  28 

Pul :  see  Tiglath-pileser  III. 

queen-mother,  6 


Queen  of  Sheba,  27,  28 

ranges,  139 
Rechabites,  103 

Rehoboam,  33,  42-44,  129,  131, 
132 

revelation,  xv,  64 

Rezin,  118,  150,  152,  153 

Rezon,  32 

Rimmon,  89 

river  =  Euphrates,  50 

river  of  Egypt,  24 

sacrifices,  9,  10,  24,  39,  83 
salutations,  86 
Samaritans,  123-125 
Sargon,  118,  12 1 
schools  of  the  prophets :  see 
prophets 
scorpions,  43 
sea,  molten,  17 
seer,  55 
seven,  62 
Shallum,  118,  119 
Shalmaneser  II.,  xiv,  41,  101 
—  IV.,  118,  121 
shekel,  28,  92 
Shemaiah,  44 
Shimei,  8,  9 

ships  of  Tharshish,  29,  134 
Shishak,  33,  39,  129,  131,  132 
silver,  29 
So,  121 

Solomon,  1-35 
Song  of  Solomon,  5 
songs,  13 
Sources,  xiii,  xiv 
spirit  of  prophecy,  74 
sycomore,  29 

symbolism  of  prophets,  32,  69, 
73 

Syro-Ephraimite  War,  118,  137, 

138,  151 
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Tabernacles  :  see  Feast 
Tables  of  Stone,  19,  20 
talent,  27,  53 
Temple,  13-17,  141,  142 
Throne  Hall,  17,  18 
throne  of  Solomon,  29 
Tiglath-pileser  III.,  118,  119, 
138.  15° 

Urijah,  150,  151 
Uzziah  :  see  Azariah 

value  of  narrative,  xv 


widow  of  Zarephath,  58,  59 
wisdom  literature,  5 
Wisdom  of  Solomon,  Book  of 
the,  5 

wisdom,  Solomon’s,  10-13 
woman,  Shunammite,  85-87,  96 

Zadok,  8 

Zechariah  (Zachariah),  118, 
119 

—  son  of  Jehoiada,  142,  143 
Zedekiah,  73,  74 
Zimri,  40,  52,  53,  100 
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